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of the local meeting, is as liberal as
the offering of any other association in
America.

Two of these stakes, the Phoenix Ho-

tel, for three-year-old- forerunner of
the Kentucky Derby, and the Distil-
lers' Handicap, for three-year-ol- and
upwards, have been features of the
Lexington meeting for many years.
They have been won in times past by
some of the greatest horses that ever
carried silks in this country. TL ey have
been considered, not from their mone-

tary value, but from their roster of
illustrious winners and from the senti-
ment which attaches to all racing at
the local course, among the most de-

sirable of turf honors to be had in
America. The Senorita Stakes, which
is now made a combined stake for

colts, geldings and sillies,
was originated last year as a compli-
ment to Capt. Brown's stock farm in
this county, aster which it was named.
We are exceedingly glad that these
three stakes were chosen as the three
to be renewed. Certainly our local As-

sociation, our breeders and our people
in general can not do too much to ever
keep alive the memory of Capt. Brown
and to show their gratitude for all that
he did for the thoroughbred interests
of the country and, particularly, of this
immediate section. And of the old
stakes no other two were as appropri-
ate to be preserved as the Phoenix Ho-

tel and the Distillers.
The entries for these several events

close Monday, April 2. No doubt they
will receive very large lists of nomina-
tions. Horsemen throughout the West
and South are sincerely appreciative of
the efforts to keep open the Lexington
course and to preserve to racing the
oldest and most historic track in Amer-
ica. Last year they showed this ap-

preciation by their generous patronage
and we feel sure that this year equally
liberal interest may be expected. The
people of Central Kentucky are going to
be given a first class meeting, a meet-
ing that will reflect credit upon the
breeding interests of this section, upon
the men who have it in charge and up-

on the local course. We feel sure our
people will lend it the support which it
deserves, a support characteristic of
their liberality and a support which
will show the interest which they feel
in the great industry of which this
meeting is the outcome.

The St. Louis Tracks
Howard Oots of the firm ofMR. Oots Brothers, who have been

well known trainers of thoroughbreds
for ten or fifteen years and who have
developed such good horses as McChes-ney- ,

First Mason and others of like
ciass, called at The Kentucky Farmer
and Breeder office Tuesday morning to
discuss with us the editorial in last
week's issue on Missouri's anti-racin- g

laws. Mr. Oots raced at the St. Louis
tracks in 1904 and 1905, and he takes
issue with the statement made in our
editorial that gambling games of every
description were carried on day and
night at these tracks. He says that he
occupied a cottage at the Fair Grounds
track both seasons his horses were
racing there, and that the surroundings
of that track were just as good, just as
respectable and just as orderly as
those of any other track in the West
where he has raced during his connec-
tion with the turf. He says it is true
that a syndicate, book prevailed at the
St. Louis tracks, but he takes issue
with the statement as to the various
gambling games there conducted.

One of the foremost desires and con-

siderations of those having in charge
The Kentucky Farmer and Breeder has
been from the . beginning that every
statement in it should have basis of ir-

refutable fact and that it should do
injustice to no man with whom it deals
in any way. The statements concerning
conditions prevailing at St. Louis were
made in our editorial of last week and
in previous editorial utterances upon
the authority of men who had raced
at the St. Louis tracks, of Eastern
men who had not raced there but who
are thoroughly familiar with racing
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conditions throughout the country and
who had visited those tracks, and of
men closely related to Missouri officials
who had had occasion to investigate
the prevafing conditions. But even
with such evidence behind us, we have
no desire to do Messrs. Cella, Adler &

Tilles the slightest injustice in any
way, and we are exceedingly glad to
learn from Mr. Oots of his own experi-
ence at the tracks operated under their
control and that his experience has
been more pleasant than the experi-
ence of some others with whom we
have talked.

Mr. Oots said that he had understood
this crowd was behind all sorts of
games and dives throughout St. Louis,
but that, so far as their tracks were
concerned, they were free from such
objectionable features. It was only the
tracks with which we were attempting
to deal. The other business of the
men was not taken into consideration
and should not be so long as their rac-

ing interests are properly conducted,
and the charges that were made
against them by our authorities per-

tain entirely to those racing interests.

Import the Best. Stallions
of the Times (New York)

SPORTS enough to make the fol-

lowing comment on an article that re-

cently appeared in The Kentucky
Farmer and Breeder:

In reviewing the "Special Commission-
er's" remarks on the breeding of Ameri-
can two -- year-olds, my esteemed col-

league, The Kentucky Farmer ana Breed-
er, rightly says:

"Although some of the comments- - on
the abilities of, a sew of our imported
stock are, tc say the least of it, hardly
complimentary, I will stake my last six-

pence on it that they are just. In fact, it
is quite what I have been preaching
right along for some time past Our
wealthy breeders here, although they have
money to burn, can not be induced to buy
the best to be had abroad and are quite
willing to see the plums go to Argentina
and elsewhere and for all that maintain
that the best horses in the world are rear-
ed 'right here in the Bluegrass, sah.' Oth-

ers may tell you that England has a much
better chance to raise the best. 'She's
been at it so long' but this argument
will hardly stand the laundry. Anyone
who is willing to pay the price can start
in right now on a level basis with the
English. Monsieur Blanc, the owner of
Flying Fox, well realized this, and even
though his splendid stable was visited
last season by a most distressing malady,
has already got all the money back which
he paid out for his premier stallion some
sew years ago."

The comment is true to. the core. Our
people for years have persisted in giving
fabulous prices for brood mares, James
R. Keene alone giving over $200,000, but
he was staggered at the suggestion that he
should then pay a similar sum for the
then leading stallion of England. Is he
had accepted that eminently practical ad-

vice he might have been breeding
instead of buying them from an

equine grab bag in utero. I think the
pivot point is that $200,000 worth of mares
"look" so much more for the money than
a single horse would have done, even in
hese days of insurance. M. Blanc is a

business man, not a theorist, and he has
done for France, in a series of deals, what
the United States has been waiting for
half a century for some equally public
spirited citizen with a correspondingly
practical "business" mind to do for our
great thoroughbred industry. Meanwhile
let us print stories about the wonderful
"Development of the American Thor-
oughbred" in Roman type, and steadily
import at the current heavy ratio.' Look
at the pedigree of any crack horse, of any
age, and the point is grasped.

There is no subject of more impor-
tance for the consideration of our
wealthy breeders than the importation
of high class stallions. The proportion
of good race horses brought to this
country from Europe in recent years
is excedingly small. The results got-

ten from the poor ones have been re-

markable; what might we not accom-
plish with the real cracks?

It is a subject, morever, pertinent
not only to the men who would buy
them and from them secure the great-
est benefits. Their introduction would
help improve the whole blood stock
interest of the country; it would ma

terially better the general type and im-

prove the general breed. The initial
outlay looks large, but it can be made
a good business investment. May we
not hope to see it tried?

Winter Injury to Fruit Trees
friend sends Bulletin 269, byA Pros. Eustace of the Geneva, New

York, station, dealing, with the ques-
tion of winter injury to fruit trees, and
asks that this be reviewed with refer-
ence to the same conditions in Ken-
tucky. It seems that the winter of
1903-0- 4 was very severe in New York,
that the preceding summer had been
such that fungus troubles prevailed,
and that by reason of the impaired
vitality of the trees their injury was
great. The question at once presented
itself to fruit growers that immediate
action should be taken. It was not
known whether it were best to grub, to
prune short or let the trees alone. The
learned writer could not answer these
questions. Such injury may not come
once in twenty years. The conditions
may differ, and the bulletin frankly
asked for the experience and remem-
brance of those so injured, so that in
suture there might be a fund of in-

formation on record from which to
generalize.

In Kentucky the cold of January 4,
1884, and of February 9 to 14, 1899.
brought similar disaster. Previous
conditions of both years, and the re-

sult following, are both perfectly in
mind, and the opinion is ventured
that we will never be able to tell just
aster such injury what its effect will
be. In 1884 every peach tree of fair
maturity might 'as well have been
grubbed, and" practically every grape
vine cut to the ground. Some apples,
like Early Harvest and Rome Beauty,
were killed immediately and never
opened a bud. Pear, plum and cherry
lingered along. Some kinds had great-
er power of resistance and recovered,
but all were two or three years either
in recovery or dying out. Every in-

sect, fungus and malign thing settled
like vampires on these trees. Those
that were "dehorned" suffered the
same general sate, except where , yet
quite young.

The cold of 1899 was not so great by
one or two degrees, but it was pro-

longed in great intensity for a week,
with the worst possible accompanying
conditions dryness of air and sharp
wind. The same kinds of trees suffered
in the same way, but recovery was
more general, although the blackening
of wood was greater. Why this was
so arises in the fact that in 1884 no
rain, but only snow, followed for quite
a time. In 1899 the mitigation of the
cold followed in cloudy and muggy
weather. This interjected the question
of the actinic influence of' light on a
frozen tissue. But no philosopher
could have foreseen that the malign in-

fluence of continued dry wind would
be more than offset by a week of soft,
cloudy, muggy weather.

Not much hope is entertained that
the inquiry of this bulletin will estab-
lish any reliable guide for fruit growers
suffering from such injury. The lesson
of 1884 demonstrated that mature
trees, not pretty thrifty by August fol-

lowing, invited every injurious insect
and fungus and, having outlived their
usefulness, ought to be cut out. This
in 1899 was done, and such trees that
were spared in the hope of final recov-
ery demonstrated later on the correct-
ness of the practice. Trees of the same
kind differ in the measure of their
hardihood. The sequel of the injury is
determined by succeeding conditions.
There are so many interjected facts
that may affect one way or the other
that what is best to be done can only
be determined several months aster.

J. C. O'Connell, of Eminence, Ky., re-

ports the sale of several Highland Den-

mark and Chester Dare mares to a man
in Virginia who expects to cross them on
a hackney stallion. One of them is a
saddle-bre- d mare which, according to Mr.
O'Connell, is better adapted to the use
of a woman than any other horse he ever
saw.

ANSWERS
H. S. B., VERSAILLES, KY.

"When grapes, plums and peaches begin
to rot, then comes the enquiry: How shall
I save 'the fruit? It simply is not then
savable, for the thing that is doing the
harm can not be reached. It is the mis-

fortune of spraying that while the seeds
of these evil plants are always present,
not every season encourages their ger-

mination Smith will begin to spray in
ample season and spray right along and
make a sine crop. Jones does not spray
at all and just within a shade makes as
sine a crop, and Jones and the casual
outsider conclude that Smith has wasted
time and money. They overlook the fact
that it has been a dry, airy summer, and
that while one man killed the spores, it
was not a good summer for such seeds to
sprout and the other man was not troubled
because the seeds died without help. Rag-
weed, foxtail and such things are terri-
fic some years and so wanting in others,
around the very same law. But we do not
generalize from the presence or absence
of weeds to the perfection or imperfection
of our fruits overgrown with just the
same kind of a thing. And then when a
summer comes along like last, and it rains
every two days and there is a Scotch fog
every night, so that the seed poison wash-
es off before it has time to soak in, of
course the faithful sprayerman who la-

bored all summer is exactly like Peter,
who fished all night and caught nothing.
Both are jibed for their industry and its
results.

The horn sly and Colorado beetle may
be in swarming clouds and the season
such that their hosts need little care, but
no poison or warring is done until there
is evidence of injury. When we see our
grapes rotting, the enemy is beyond our
reach. It is evident that the poisoner
of one thing sees the enemy and knows
when to attack. To the fruit man is the
absolute assurance of the same kind of
enemy, which must be vanquished either
by the season or his poison. He can not
foresee who the season will savor and thus
he must spread his poison, taking the
chances whether he or natural agencies
will effect the defeat.

Testing Seed Corn
The Kentucky Agricultural College is

anxious to aid the farmers of this State
to increase materially the corn yield. The
average yield has been estimated to be
about 29 bushels per acre; in Ohio the
average yield for the entire State is 37

bushels, and in Illinois 40 bushels per
acre. Is the yield of corn in Kentucky
could be increased to an average of even
35 bushels per acre, it would mean for
the farmers of Kentucky an increase in
their profits of about $8,000,000 per year.
The yield can be increased greatly, even
more than the six bushels mentioned, and
it is the desire of the State College to aid
the farmers to that end. A good stand
can not be secured unless seed is planted
that will germinate. Every year we see
acre aster acre replanted, and lots of
fields in which corn is missing. There
is only one sure way of avoiding replant-
ing and of securing an even stand (which
means a high yield), and that is by test-
ing the corn before it is planted, and thus
learning positively whether or not it will
germinate when planted. The writer re-

cently attended an institute in one of our
counties and brought back a dozen ears,
and has tested sour of them. Two ears
gave no germination at all, one a very
feeble germination, and one ear a fairly
vigorous germination. It would be a waste
of time and would cause a loss in yield
to plant the two first mentioned ears.

The Kentucky college asks that every
interested .farmer in this State send sam-
ple ears of his seed corn for testing. The
college will test the ears for germination
and will write sully the results. The
farmer should simply select good average
ears from the seed corn that he expects
to plant this spring and send five of them
by prepaid express. In some cases it may
be cheaper to send the corn by mail. The
rate is 1 cent for 2 ounces, and the limit
in weight is 4 pounds. Write at what
date the corn was gathered, when husk-
ed (is shocked), when stored, and where
kept during the winter, name of variety
and yield per acre. Also any other re-

marks should be made that would prove
of interest. The ears of corn and the
information should be sent to Pros. J. J.
Hooper, Assistant Professor of Agricul-
ture, Kentucky State College, Lexington,
Ky.

. o-

Arrangements have been made for a
horse show to be given on the grounds of
the Country Club at Augusta, Ga on
March 29 and 30.


