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The State Fair and Its Location.
before its adjournment

the Lower House of the Gen-

eral Assembly ot Kentucky passed by
a decisive majority, the Newman bills,
previously passed by the Senate, creat-in-

a State Board of Agriculture, to
which is transferred the management
of the State Fair and which is au-

thorized to select a permanent home
for the Fair. Our position on these
bills is well known. Since Senator New-
man announced through the columns of
The Kentucky Farmer and Breeder a
year ago that he would introduce such
bills, we have unceasingly advocated
them as measures that would tend to
the upbuilding of an institution that
can be made of very great service to
the live stock and agricultural interests
of the State. We wrote to the sec-

retaries of a number of State Fairs
which had been moved from pillow to
post, and asked for expressions of
opinion as to the advisability of the
permanent location of such a Fair. The
letters of those secretaries, published
at the time, without exception stated
most emphatically that no State Fair
could be made a success of any con-
sequence until it was permanently lo-

cated, and those which had tried the
pilgrimage process were especially
earnest in calling on Kentucky to se-

cure as soon as such perma-
nent location.

We have tried to make clear through-
out our campaign in the interest of
these bills that there was no disposi-
tion on our part or on the part of
Senator to in any wise dis-
parage the good work of the Kentucky.
Live Stock Breeders' Association, and
we want, now that the Newman bills
are passed, which will transfer the
management of the State -- Fair from
that association, to again put on record
our high regard for the service of
which it has been to the State. The
men prominent in it were the pioneers
in the State Fair movement. Had they
not organized this association and gone
before the Legislature with a
for an appropriation for premiums for
a State Fair, might have been some
years yet before we should have had
a Fair in Kentucky. They against
heavy odds, they sought well and they
sought at all times with a single eye
to the creation and the preservation of
an institution which they knew Ken-
tucky At times they made
mistakes. But was gratifying to them
and gratifying to the people of the
whole State who knew of their good
work, for that work, sometimes ap-

parently wasted, to be redeemed
through the splendid success made at
Lexington last September. There are
many members of the Kentucky Live
Stock Breeders' Association who de-

serve credit, but we would especially
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express, on behalf of the live stock in-

terests of the State, appreciation of
the good work of President Frank G.
Hogan. His energy was tireless, his
enthusiasm unabating, and he has
shown real ability as an organizer and
an executive.

Last week we took occasion to point
out the unwise and selfish movement
inaugurated by several of the com-
mercial bodies of Louisville in an at-

tempt to defeat the Newman bills in
tne House on the ground that is these
Dil s were passed and the commission
created by them asked for bids for the
permanent location of the Fair, Lex-
ington was the only city in the State
now in position to make a bid. Our
understanding is that some men active.
ly connected with the Kentucky Live
Stock Breeders' Association

with the commercial organizations
of Louisville in an endeavor to defeat
these bills, so that the Live Stock
Breeders' Association might retain the
management of the j?'air for two years.
We believe this was a misconception
of the duties of that association, and,
as stated in the beginning, we are
sincerely glad that these bills were
passed. But despite this or other mis-
takes of which some of its members
have been guilty, the people of Ken-
tucky should not forget the good work
oi the association.

We are glad to be able to record
that the Louisville Commercial Club,
the body to which we last week re-

ferred as having pledged its support
to Lexington for the permanent loca-
tion of the Fair, made good its word.
Strong influences were exerted by it
in savor of the Newman bills despite
the opposition of the Merchants' and
Manufacturers' Association and the
Board of Trade of Louisville, and one
or two members, at least, of the Louis-
ville delegation were factors in helping
to effect the passage of the Newman
bills.

The people of Kentucky have many
good reasons to thank our last Legis-
lature. But of all its acts none other
reflects greater credit on its capacity,
its inte'ligence, its patriotism and its
desire to serve the interests of the
people of the whole State to the largest
possible extent, than does the passage
of the Newman bills. We do not know
what city will be chosen for the per-
manent location of the State Fair. As
we stated last week, Lexington is will-
ing to take her chances? with the com-
mission created. At the proper time
she will make her bid, a bid as liberal
as the Chamber of Commerce feels
that she is justified in making, a bid
the liberality of which will be inde-
pendent of any competition or lack of
competition that may be offered. Lex-
ington wants the State Fair. She wants
it very much. She wants is because

she knows it will be a source of
revenue to her, because it will be of
advantage to her business interests.
She wants it, furthermore, because she
believes that she can make a greater
success of it than can any other city
in Kentucky, and because, behind any
motive of self-intere- st that may prompt
her action, there is a broad feeling of
State pride, of reverence for the posi-

tion which Kentucky has held in the
live stock history of America, of de-

sire that the State be restored to
her former place.

Lexington can make a success of the
State Fair. She can make of it a
Fair that will rank with the big fairs
of the States of the Middle West.
She can make it an instrument of
education, of advertisement and utility.
We believe the State Board of Agricul-
ture will realize this, that they will
realize that nowhere else can the
same results be obtained, and that,
acting upod such realization, they will
choose Lexington for the permanent
location of the Fair. Already the first
important step has been taken; next
comes the selection; then to make the
State Fair a success, no matter where
located ! Such, at least, is the sentiment
of the people of this section. It should
be the sentiment of the people of the
whole State.

Kentucky's Racing Commission
far as its bearing on the thorough-
bredSO industry in concerned, the

most important legislation ever en-

acted in the United States, outside of
New York, was the passage by the
General Assembly of Kentucky of the
bill creating a State Racing Commis-
sion. As related in these columns last
week, that bill passed the Senate by
a vote of 32 to 4, and on Saturday
when called up in the House it went
through unanimously. It is a remark- -

ab'e fact, and one which attests the
feeling of the people Oi. the State with
reference to the bill, that out of the
whole membership of the General As-
sembly only sour should have voted
against it. It thus goes to the Governor
for signature with a unanimity rarely
accorded any measure, and knowing
as we do the genuine interest which
tne Governor feels in all that tends to
the upbuilding of the live stock in-

dustry of Kentucky, we feel sure he
will sign it promptly.

In the success of this measure not
only the people of Kentucky, but ail
who have at heart the welfare of
thoroughbred interests in every section
of America, are vitally interested. For
a hundred years Kentucky has been
famed as the home of the thorough-
bred on this continent. For a large
portion of that time the raising of
thoroughbreds has been one of our
foremost industries, and for many
years past it has been the most im-

portant single interest of the State.
The horses bred and raised here must
find a market in other sections of
America. On their sale and the prices
that they bring depends to large ex-

tent the prosperity of a considerable
portion of the community. Is racing is
to be continued in America it must
be conducted on a higher plane than
has characterized it of late years in
certain sections of the country. Fur-
ther, the basis of tolerance on which
it has been permitted must be re-

placed by legislative enactment which
will protect the owners of race tracks,
the owners of racing stables and the
breeding interests of the country.

In 1895, the State of New York,
where racing was about to be pro-

hibited on account of the abuses to
which it had been put in New Jersey,
passed what was known as the Percy-Gra-y

law, creating a State Racing Com-

mission with authority to license all
tracks and with the provision that
no track not licensed by this Commis-
sion could conduct a race meeting.
Under that law, racing in the East
has been elevated to a higher plane
than has obtained in America since
the good old ante-bellu- days, when
Southern gentlemen raced their horses
purely for the love of the sport. It

is, however, aster the Percy-Gra-y law
that the bill passed by the Legislature
of Kentucky was modelled, and it is
of very great importance that Ken-
tucky should take the lead among the
Southern and Western States, where
the abuses of racing have created
lately more or less adverse sentiment,
that she should pass a law modelled
aster the one so successfully operated
in New York State and should endeavor
to bring about such reform in all mat-
ters pertaining to racing as will insure
its elevation and will result in its per-
manency. It is, therefore, most grati-
fying that the passage of this bill
should have been by a practically
unanimous vote of the Legislature, and
with the confidence we have in Gov-
ernor Beckham's desire to serve the in.
terests of our people, we are sure that
the Commission which he will appoint,
aster he approves and signs the bill,
thereby making it a law, will be com-
posed of men who will accomplish
the results aimed at when the bill was
drawn.

It was with no intent to seem in any
wise to dictate to the Governor as to
his appointment that the thoroughbred
breeders held a mass meeting on Wed-
nesday and decided to recommend to
him the names of Mr. J. N. Cam-
den, Jr., Mr. T. C. McDowell and Col.
E. F. Clay to represent the breeding
interests on this Commission. It was
believed that the Governor, realizing
the vital interest of the breeders in
his appointment, would desire to have
from them certain recommendations
and suggestions with reference to that
appointment, and for this reason the
meeting was held. It was an excellent
meeting, the largest and most repre-
sentative meeting of the breeders of
Kentucky that has been held for many
years. Its attendance was far greater
than those suggesting it had expected,
and it was characterized by a unani-
mity and an earnestness that gave its
action additional force. It is unneces-
sary for us to say a single word in
commendation of the men suggested by
it. Three better men for such a posi-

tion could not be sound in any sec-

tion of America. All three are success-
ful breeders, all three are thoroughly
familiar with racing conditions in the
West and Col. Clay, particularly, has
for many years been an important
factor in turf legislation in the West.
Nor has the influence of any man ever
been more unfailingly exerted for the
elevation of the turf, and the placing
of racing on the highest possible plane.
We sincerely hope and we believe the
Governor will see sit to accept the
recommendation of the breeders of the
State and will appoint these three gen-

tlemen and two other members of the
Commission of equal standing with
them. Such appointments will reflect
the greatest credit on himself, will
be of most marked benefit to the whole
racing and breeding industry of Ken-
tucky and of the West and South, and
the regulation of racing in this State
under such guidance will offer an ex-

ample that is certain to be followed by
other States.

Stakes For the Spring Meeting
the official organ of the KentuckyAS Racing Association, we announce

in this issue the stakes which will be
run at the spring meeting at the local
course. It is exceedingly gratifying
that the management of the Kentucky
Racing Association has seen sit to offer
these stakes. We must confess that we
doubted, in the beginning, the wisdom
of such an offering. We believed that
almost as good a meeting could be held
here simply with purse races of three
or sour hundred dollars and an occa-
sional handicap of five or six hundred,
as could be had with the additional ex-
pense of three or sour stakes. But the
men who will have this meeting in
Oharge want to give a first class meet-
ing in every respect. They want to
commemorate some of the stakes
which have been handed down with the
traditions of the local course, and they
are hence making a stake offering
which, in proportion to the possibilities


