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That breeders have never establish-
ed a type of light harness horse, and,
in fact, have never attempted to do so,
has been a matter of much surprise to
the successful producers of every other
animal which has been brought to any-

thing like a state of perfection. The
thoroughbred is represented by a type
of horse which, while it may not be an
ideal one, is distinct, as is that of the
draft horse and the coacher. The Ken-
tucky saddle horse is represented by a
type easily distinguished from that of
other families, and the American trot-
ter as a breed is about the only family
of the equine race which resembles one
as much as another, although it can be
said that he is less like the thorough-
bred in conformation than like th.e
draft horse. I have no doubt this state-
ment will be denied by many who con-

tend that the American trotter has all
the perfect points of any other breed
and sew of the defects, yet is one .will
go over the list of stallions who have
made trotting history he will find it
contains very many sires who in con-

formation were more nearly like the
Percheron than the race horse. Ham-bletonia- n

10 was a massive, beefy,
coarse horse, without the size that is
generally sound in the draft horse, yet
entirely lacking in the quality or the
balance of the thoroughbred or saddle
stallion. He was gross, and while his
substance was tremendous, his muscu
lar development abnormal, his whole
appearance resembled a type intended
for heavy hauling rather than for rac-
ing purposes. Crossed on the Star
mares and on some of the other fami-
lies which possessed more quality than
himself, he sired more than one ani-
mal of a greater degree of finish than
he himself possessed; yet among his
descendants have been seen many
striking examples of his tendency to
breed coarseness.

Opinions of Hambletonian Differ.
I am well aware that several ex-

tremely competent judges have ex-

pressed the opinion that Hambletonian
was not a coarse horse, and some who
were familiar with him have gone so
far as to say that while he was a horse
of great substance, he was as well pos-

sessed in some degree of the quality
which is so essential in every horse in-

tended for racing purposes; and in
view of these statements it may seem
somewhat remarkable that one who
never saw the stallion should adhere to
the belies that he was gross even to
coarseness. I base my opinion on the
pictures of this great sounder of the
trotting family and on the statements
of men who were worthy of belies and
who have written concerning his con-
formation. Certain it is that no pic-

ture of Hambletonian conveys any im-
pression other than that he was a very
coarse horse, and, judged by the stand-
ard of the he was even
beefy and flabby. His greatest son,
George Wilkes, was a stallion of much
more quality than Hambletonian. In
fact, there was little about this great
trotter's appearance to indicate that
he was a son of his sire, except that
he was muscled tremendously. George
Wilkes sired several stallion who were
as much or more like cart horses in
appearance than nota-
bly Red Wilkes and Onward, and while
the former was in no sense a flabby
horse, he was absolutely lacking in
quality, and is led into the ring would
have been pronounced by critical
judges who were unfamiliar with his
breeding as representing one of the
numerous types of cart horse so com-

mon in England. Onward was not only
coarse and beefy, but was flabby as
well, and his grossness was surely his
by right of inheritance, for his dam,
Dolly, by Mambrino Chief, was not
only a very coarse mare herself, but
was sired by a stallion of little or no
quality. Both Red Wilkes and Onward
are represented among their descend-
ants by many animals of striking beau
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ty, as well as others of great coarse-
ness, yet the family characteristics are
those of the sire and those of Hamble-
tonian, the grandsire of each of the
two above named stallions.

Other Examples.
Mambrino Chief was in many re-

spects a coarser horse than Hambleto-
nian, yet his son, Mambrino Patchen,
was a stallion of exquisite quality,
while the latter's son, Mambrino King,
was one of the most superb individu-
als ever seen in this country. Dicta-
tor, son of Hambletonian and out of an
American Star mare, had none of the
appearance of his sire, but was full of
quality and was possessed of abundant
substance. Dictator's descendants
have been, as a rule, full of quality, yet
occasionally there has been seen one
who bred back to the sounder. Elec-
tioneer, while resembling his sire as
regards muscular development, was not
a coarse horse, and the family he
sounded is noted for the bloodlike ap-

pearance of its members. This fact
may be attributed in a measure to the
type of mares which were crossed on
Electioneer, many of which were
either strictly thoroughbred or were
by thoroughbred sires. Is all the well
known trotting stallions of America
were to be seen together, the critical
observer would find every conceivable
type of horse imaginable represented,
with the possible exception of the Shet-
land pony, for while some trotters are
diminutive, they can hardly be sound
so extremely small as the pony. There
wou7d also be seen stallions of much
quality and little substance, stallions
whose substance borders on coarse-
ness, and a sew, a very sew, well bal-

anced and with substance tempered by
quality. I have frequently heard
breeders of thoroughbreds, who were
judges of what constitutes excellence
in conformation, say that there was
not, in their opinion, a trotting stallion
living who could by any stretch of the
imagination be called a good individu-
al. While I do not believe that this
statement is an accurate one, I can
very readily see how, from the stand-
point of a breeder of thoroughbreds,
this impression might prevail....

Breeders Have Been Careless.
The reason that so sew trotting stal-

lions are to be sound with abundant
substance, with exquisite quality and
with a proper anatomical construction
is because breeders have in the past
paid little or no attention to conforma-
tion, have sailed to recognize the im-

portance of individuality and have in
a haphazard manner reproduced faulty
individuals by using them for breeding
purposes. Thoroughbred breeders, or
at least those who breed for results,
discard a bad individual and confine
themselves as nearly as possible to the
best that is obtainable. It is this meth-
od that has resulted in establishing a
type of horse that is distinct and
which, when seen at his best, can be
pronounced little ii any short of per-

fection. Breeders of cattle have fol-

lowed the same methods for many
years, and among the prize winning
herds those specimens which represent
the best strains are, as
well, the best individuals. No breeder
of dogs would care to assume the risk
us using faulty individuals, and so par-

ticular are dog fanciers that in any
d kennel one never sees

a defective individual. It is the same
way in the reproduction of every oth-

er form of animal life. Success has
come only from this method, and it is
somewhat strange that breeders of
light harness horses have sailed to
profit by the lessons of others.

The Curse of Unsoundness.
In addition to being unmindful of the

importance of conformation, breeders
of trotters have in the past been too
careless as regards soundness, and in
almost every establishment there can

American Horses
(By J. L. Hervey.)

The announcement made several days
ago that Susie N., the sensational young
daughter of Moko, is to cross the Atlantic
is full of interest, particularly on account
of her purchaser, Louis Winans, of Brigh-

ton, England, as she is only the latest ac-

cession to a stable of light harness race
horses which he nas Deen collecting in
the last sew seasons, and which as it now
stands will compare favorably with the
best in America. Indeed, it outclasses
all but two or three of our strongest ones.
As a matter of course, it is comprised en-

tirely of American horses.
Though resident in England, Mr. Winans

is not British, but American. His father
years ago went to Europe from Baltimore
(is memory be correct) and entered the
business 61 railway construction on the
continent, particularly in Russia, in
which he amassed a large .fortune. This
was lest chiefly to his two sons, "Walter
and Louis, who, becoming accustomed to
European life at an early age, acquired a
taste for permanent residence abroad.

Both are ardent lovers of the speedy
trotter and pacer, and Walter, the older,
became widely known as such before his
brother did. He commenced importing fast
ones from this country years ago, and
keeps a large stable of them, in which
there are always a number with low rec-

ords. However, he devotes them, prac-
tically exclusively, to pleasure or exhibi-
tion driving at the horse shows, caring lit-

tle or nothing for racing. Brighton, where
he also lives, is one of the most famous

in fact, the most famous of British
watering places, and the sensation which
"Walter Winans' American turnouts have

be sound both stallions and mares with
some striking defect, some blemish or
hereditary unsoundness which can not
be bred out.' Excellence in conforma-
tion is of equal importance in the pro-

duction of the light harness horse to
blood lines, for while the speed and
racing ability come as a result of long
lines of ancestors who were themselves
great race horses, the richness of the
pedigree is wasted whenever the
anatomical construction of a horse is
such that he is incapable of attaining a
high rate of speed as the result of
some defect. The American trotter of
today has been brought to his present
state in spite of the lack of judgment
on the part of the men who laid the
foundation, who first began to sound
the families that are represented by
the present generation. There is no
doubt that had the light harness horse
been produced for fifty years as scien-
tifically as has the thoroughbred, the
setter or the Shorthorn, he would rep-

resent a distinct type and would have
accomplished much greater things than
have already been credited to him.

Possibilities of the Future.
Is the American trotter, aster fifty

years of breeding in which only a sew of
the laws of scientific reproduction
have been followed, could have reached
the two-minu- mark, is it not reasona-
ble to suppose that by following the
scientific laws which are so well
known to every successful breeder of
thoroughbreds he can be brought much
nearer a state of perfetcion in a com-

paratively sew years? Breeders who
select their mares with judgment, who
discard all but the best individuals,
and who under no circumstances pa-

tronize any but stallions of good con-

formation, as well as great speed and
racing ability, will be much more like-

ly to achieve success than those who
follow the methods which have been
practiced in the past. It is because the
American trotter is so marvelous an
animal aster having been bred so un-

scientifically that I feel sure of his
greatness in the suture and that the
next decade will furnish greater re-

sults than have been seen in the en-

tire fifty years in which he has been
reproduced. Breeders are wasting
their time and their money by using

mares and stallions of
faulty conformation. By using un-

sound animals they are leaving to pos-

terity a heritage for which they will re-

ceive nothing but condemnation.

Popular Abroad
excited there has been described to me as
prodigious.

Seated in a spidery pneumatic-tire- d

wagon such as sew Britons would feel
safe in risking their lives in and driving
a team that can step for a ways a 2:10
shot, he was, or is, the observed of all
observers on the Brighton drives during
the height of the season. He is a daring
reinsman also, and heightens the sen-
sation by whizzing at a terrific rate of
speed through crowded boulevards where
only an expert and sew experts would
take the chances of such dizzy driving....

When the younger Winans, Louis, in
his turn first began to import American
trotters and pacers, it was only natural
that the public should suppose that they
were bought for Walter, as had become so
common. But in the course of the past
three years the separate identities of the
two have ceased to be confused, and Louis
has stepped from the background to the-plac- e

before the footlights.
Among the horses tnat ne owns at pres-

ent are Prince Alert 1:59, the champion
pacing gelding; Fanny Dillard 2:03, the

pacing mare; Gallagher
2:03, the noted Canadian-bre- d pacer,
the two other swift Don
Carr 2:06 and Robert Lee 2:06. Among
his trotters are Alta Axworthy 2:10 and
Wig Wag 2:16, with which he has won
the annual race at Baden, Austria, for
the trotting championship of Europe, both
the past two years; and, since last week,
Susie N., whose 2:09 was the fastest
record made in America last season by a
three-year-o- ld trotter.

Mr. Winans seems to have a special
fondness for "lightning" pacers, and has
bought more of them, even, than he has
trotters, this despite the fact that owing
to the prejudice against them he can not
race them over continental tracks. Prince
Alert, however, owing to his distinguished
rank as a world's champion, was allowed
to give exhibitions over the Austrian
tracks last season, which excited much
interest and may prove the "entering
wedge" which will ultimately result in
European pacing races.

During the past sew years Mr. Winan3
horses have been trained and driven in
their races by the American boy, Eddie
Mitchell. Mitchell first became known to
same as the caretaker of Cresceus 2:02,
his work on the champion stallion being
said to have been a strong factor in the
horse's great achievements. George
Ketcham, of Toledo, O., then Cresceus'
owner, has acted as Winans' purchasing
agent in this country, having bought all
his fast horses for him. It was Ketcham
who sent Mitchell across the pond to train
for Winans, and, although "Eddie," as
he was familiarly known, had never had
any chance here to distinguish himself
in the sulky, he soon won success abroad.

.
But last fall he got into trouble at

Vienna, was accused of pulling Wig Wag
in a race and was ruled off the Austrian
turf. It is claimed by his friends that
he was entirely innocent, but as yet he has
not been reinstated, and along with last
week's announcement of the sale of Su-

sie N. to Winans was published the an-

nouncement that A. C. Pennock, of Cleve-
land, O., would accompany her abroad to
act as trainer of the Winans horses this
season.

T have known Pennock for some fifteen
years, in which time he has constantly
been getting on. During all that timn ho

has lived adjacent to the famous Glenville
track, in East Cleveland, where he has
done a profitable business as a handler,
trainer, driver and buyer and seller of
harness racers. He owns his place, and,
T imagine, must have a pretty fair ba.k-aocoun- t

by this time, for he is a good
manager and thrifty. Moreover, he has
always borne an excellent reputation for
reliability In his transactions an ass-- t

that has helped him mightily, and whose
lack has hindered the success of many
men with more glittering gifts as horse-
men.

Pennock has never ranked as a wizard
with the ribbons. At the same time he has
gr.en creditable records to a large num-

ber of horses in the last ten years. So

far as his success on the other sld goes,
it is likely to be good.

a

I have noticed one somewhat peculiar
thing, which Is that the American train-
ers that have succeeded best in Europe
have not uniformly been those with the
greatest reputations here. On the con-

trary, a number that have done unusually
well there have been men whose abilities
were not here rated particularly high.


