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Bass Webb 
pleaded guilty 
on the day jury 
selection was to 

start in Falmouth.

Bass Webb pleaded guilty to murder 
Wednesday in the 2009 death of his estranged 
girlfriend, Bryia Runiewicz.

The plea came on the day that jury selec-
tion was to begin in his trial in Pendleton 
County. The case was moved 
there after a jury could not be 
seated last year in Harrison 
County because of pretrial 
publicity.

Runiewicz, 31, was found 
dead in her home in Harrison 
County on July 31, 2009. Had 
Webb, 32, been convicted by 
a jury, he could have faced the 
death penalty.

But under a plea agree-
ment, the recommended sen-
tence for Webb will be 50 
years, public defender Tom 
Griffiths said.

“We think this was the best thing for Bass’s 
family, certainly for his mom and dad, who 
had been subpoenaed as witnesses, as well as 
Bryia’s family, who were going through a ter-
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FOR EX-GIRLFRIEND’S DEATH; 
ANOTHER MURDER TRIAL SET

By Greg Kocher
gkocher1@herald-leader.com

See WEBB, A2

Michael Blowen, founder and president of Old Friends racehorse retirement center in Scott 
County, visited Zippy Chippy on Wednesday. The horse is on loan to the center through August. 
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GEORGETOWN — For all of you 
who were the last to be picked for a 
team, or who were always the brides-
maid but never the bride, take heart. 
Your champion has arrived in Central 
Kentucky.

He won’t feel your pain, but he will 
eagerly take your carrots.

Zippy Chippy, 21, the hapless horse 
who lost 100 consecutive races, has 
taken temporary residence at Old 
Friends, the Scott County farm for re-
tired Thoroughbreds.

So how big a loser was the horse 
whose bridle nameplate reads “Rac-
ing’s Biggest Loser”?

Well, in 2000, he lost a 40-yard 
sprint to a minor-league baseball play-
er. Jose Herrera, 27, a base-stealing 
center fielder for the Rochester Red 
Wings, won the race by at least three 
horse lengths.

(The loss was almost biblical in 
proportions. Jeremiah 12:5 reads: “If 
you have raced with men on foot and 
they have worn you out, how can you 
compete with horses?”)

But Zippy lore doesn’t end there.
Officials at Finger Lakes Race Track 

in Farmington, N.Y., banned Zippy on 
Sept. 8, 1998, after he failed to leave 
the gate with the rest of the field — 
for the third straight time.

In 2001, Zippy was last in a seven-
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Loser of 100 races  
is taking things slow  
at Scott County farm

By Greg Kocher
gkocher1@herald-leader.com

See ZIPPY, A2 SEE A PHOTO GALLERY ONLINE BEIRUT — A lethal bomb attack in Damas-
cus struck at the heart of President Bashar al-
Assad’s inner circle Wednesday, killing at least 
three of his most senior aides, including his 
minister of defense and brother-in-law, in the 
most audacious challenge to the government’s 
grip on power since the Syrian uprising began 
17 months ago.

The multiple assassinations immediately 
called into question the continued ability of 
the state to function effectively, penetrating 
deep into the core of a regime that relies al-
most exclusively on an insular group of loy-
alists to organize and implement its military 
response to a now armed uprising.

In Washington, Defense Secretary Leon E. 

U.S.: SYRIA ‘SPINNING OUT OF CONTROL’

Bomb kills three 
key members  

of Assad’s regime

By Neil MacFarquhar and Dala Mawad
The New York Times
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WASHINGTON — Rep. 
Nancy Pelosi was emphatic. 
Mitt Romney’s refusal to re-
lease more than two years of his 
personal tax returns, she said, 

makes him unfit to win con-
firmation as a member of the 
president’s Cabinet, let alone 
to hold the high office himself. 
Sen. Harry Reid went further: 
Romney’s refusal to make public 
more of his tax records makes 
him unfit to be a dogcatcher. 

They do not, however, think 
that standard of transparency 
should apply to them. The two 
Democratic leaders of the Sen-
ate and the House of Repre-
sentatives are among hundreds 
of senators and representatives 

Double standard in tax-return noise in D.C.
By Kevin G. Hall 

and David Lightman
McClatchy Newspapers
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Prostate surgery isn’t what it used to be.
Our trained surgeons at Saint Joseph Hospital have more experience with
robotic surgery than any other facility in Lexington. Benefits from using the high
definition da Vinci® Surgical Robot System may include reduced pain and bleeding,
minimal scarring, shorter hospital stay and faster recovery.

For more information, call 859.313.4746 or visit LearnAboutDaVinci.com.
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