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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

GRAYSON The Carter
County Fiscal Court has
responded to a lawsuit
filed because of  its deci-
sion not to redraw the
county’s magisterial dis-
tricts.
In the response, filed re-

cently in Carter Circuit
Court by Ashland attorney
Richard “Sonny” Martin,
the fiscal court denies it vi-
olated state law when it re-
jected a plan to realign the
districts in September and
voted to keep the districts
as they are.

“ ... these defendants
state they have acted in
good faith and made every
effort to comply with the
provisions of  (the law),”
the response reads. “They
further state that they be-
lieve they have fully com-
plied with the letter, spirit
and intent of the statute.”
In her lawsuit, Mignon

Colley maintains the fiscal
court — Judge-Executive
Charles Wallace and Mag-
istrates Brad Brammell,
Clarence “Sonny” Fankell,
Ronnie Greenhill and Clif-
ford “Sodbuster” Roe —

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

COALTON A new show building
has passed its inspections and
will be ready to use for this year’s
Boyd County Fair, county exten-
sion agent Lyndall Harned said
Monday.
Making that happen required

fair officials to get two building
code variances and spend addi-
tional thousands of dollars to re-
mediate what they couldn’t get
waived, according to Harned.
But that is better than what

could have happened: The fair
board might have been forced to
dismantle the partially con-
structed building after a state
building inspector said the board
didn’t have the proper permits.
The building, which will house

a show ring, is now under roof
and sheathed with steel siding.
But until a few weeks ago it had

been a bare wood skeleton ex-
posed to the elements since con-
struction skidded to an abrupt
halt shortly before the 2011 fair.
The fair board was able to get

variances exempting the struc-
ture from requirements to install
fire-resistant interior sheathing

Drawing the line
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Shane Campbell spray paints the right field foul line at the Ashland Kittens softball field Tuesday in preparation for their
game against Boyd County Tuesday night. MORE FROM THE DIAMOND ON SPORTS, B1.

Carter
Court
responds
to lawsuit
County sued when 
it didn’t redraw
magisterial districts

Lyndall Harned, Boyd County extension agent for agriculture and
natural resources, points to new lumber added to a weathered post

as part of a construction project in the show-ring building at the
Boyd County Fairgrounds.  
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Show building ready for fair

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

OLIVE HILL Kentucky State Police on
Monday arrested four Carter County
residents following a pursuit after the
suspects allegedly tried to dodge a
traffic safety checkpoint.
A trooper used a stun gun on the

driver of  the vehicle after he fled on
foot and ignored commands to stop,
according to a news release from the
Ashland KSP post.
The incident began about 4:30 p.m.,

as Trooper David Boarman and
Trooper John Marcum were conduct-
ing a traffic safety checkpoint at the
junction of Ky. 2078 and Ky. 2531, near
Olive Hill city limits, the KSP said.
Boardman spotted a pickup truck

turning around before reaching the
checkpoint in an apparent attempt to
avoid it. Boarman activated his cruis-
er’s lights and sirens and attempted to
stop the vehicle, but the driver, later
identified as Billy J. Binion, 30, of
Olive Hill, refused to pull over and in-
creased his speed, the KSP said. Mar-
cum joined the pursuit in support ca-
pacity.

4 arrested
after Carter
car chase

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

WORTHINGTON The Wor-
thington City Council took a
series of  steps Monday
aimed at securing its future
water and sewer independ-
ence and complying with
federal clean water stan-
dards.
A big step was raising wa-

ter and sewer rates begin-
ning July 1 to fund an over-
haul of the water treatment
plant and construction of  a
reserve sewage tank. The
rate increases will be seen
by all customers on the first
2,000 gallons of  water and
sewage. 
The new rates per month

are $20.94 for the first 2,000
gallons of  water and $19.37

for the first 2,000 gallons of
sewage. Most customers will
see an estimated $11 in-
crease on their bills, Mayor
Tim Stapleton said. 
Stapleton said the rate in-

crease is mandatory for the
city to receive a loan from
the Kentucky Infrastructure
Authority for the $1.1 mil-
lion it needs to complete
both projects. The work is

necessary, he said, for Wor-
thington to continue to sup-
ply residents with water and
meet the terms of a consent
agreement about the sewer
system with the Kentucky
Department of  Environ-
mental Protection.
“Yes, there is definitely go-

ing to be a rate increase, and

Worthington raises water, sewer rates 
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