
David Bell’s most recent novel,
“Cemetery Girl,” is a psychologi-
cal thriller that will keep readers on
the edge of their seats. Bell sweeps
the reader into the middle of the
psychological aftermath of the
unexplained disappearance of a
12-year-old girl, Caitlin, when she
fails to return from walking her
dog in the park and the stresses and
strains that this puts on her parents,
Tom and Abby Stuart.

“Cemetery Girl,” besides hav-
ing a mystery to solve and a lot of
emotional baggage to resolve on
the part of some of the characters,
is a marvel of complexity. Bell
begins with the straightforward
plot concept, a possible abduction,
and skillfully creates an atmos-
phere of unease from the opening
paragraph, establishing the discon-
nect between the narrator, Tom, the
father of Caitlin, the kidnap victim,
and his wife, Abby, using the fam-
ily pet as a point of focus. The cou-
ple’s polar-opposite reactions to
the kidnapping of their daughter is

evident from the beginning, but the
story is told from the point of view
of the father, who has not yet given
up on his daughter.

Exceedingly well-written from
the point of view of the protago-
nist, Tom Stuart, the reader is
drawn inexorably into his restless
mind, which refuses to accept
Caitlin’s disappearance four years
ago as final and his aimless
anguish and eternal searching for
some clue to what has happened to
her.

Besides being able to be read as
a mystery and a psychological
thriller, “Cemetery Girl” takes on
showcasing the impact a mysteri-
ous disappearance of a child can
have on a family unit. The novel,
which begins four years after the
child’s disappearance, is able to
provide insight into the mindset
and coping mechanisms of the
family members after their child’s
possible abduction. By allowing a
four-year span of time to have
passed since the event has taken
place, the inexorable force of per-
sonal loss has taken each of the
parents in a different direction in
an effort to deal with the incident.
While the father never ceases to
hope and seek out what happened,
the mother’s reliance on the sup-
port of the church and minister
lead her to try and find closure by
having a grave marker and a funer-
al service at the local cemetery.  

Tom Stuart’s original dysfunc-
tional family is shown as well, rep-
resented by his stepbrother Buster,
who both supports Tom and mud-
dies the water of what is going on
throughout the book in the way
that families really behave.

When Caitlin is found midway
through the book, insight into the
psychological travails of the
reunion of the missing child and

her parents are honestly represent-
ed on the part of all parties, and
Tom’s relentless search for
answers to what his daughter went
through during the four years she
was gone, and her resistance to
sharing that information makes the
second half of the book as interest-
ing to read as the first half.

“Cemetery Girl” is a fascinat-
ing, dark and disturbing book,
written with taut suspense about
and great psychological insight.
It’s recommended for mystery and
suspense readers and lovers of true
crime novels.

— Reviewed by Elisabeth
Knight, WKU Library Public Ser-
vices.

•••
Editor’s note: David Bell will

speak at 6 p.m. Thursday as part of
the Cabin Fever Author Series at
the Warren County Public Library.
The event is free and open to the
public.

In a narrative that offers insight into not only a
different culture and a different time, but also into
every person’s struggle for individuality within con-
formity, author Jid Lee’s “To Kill a Tiger: A Mem-
oir of Korea” tells the intriguing story of her
upbringing in South Korea following the Korean
War.

Born in 1955 in South Korea, Lee moved to the
United States in 1980 and has a Ph.D. in English
from the University of Kansas. She is now an Eng-
lish professor at Middle Tennessee State University
in Murfreesboro. In her latest book, alternating
between national history and personal history, and
weaving fiction and nonfiction, Lee writes of fami-
ly, politics, patriarchy, feminism, war and love.  

Although the circumstances of Lee’s childhood
most certainly differ from those of a majority of her
readers in the 21st century United States, it is easy
to identify with Lee as a child who finds herself in
situations often not to her liking and ever unalter-
able. Every child, at one time or another, dreams of
another life, another family and an escape from real-
ity into fantasy. In her youth, Lee longs to escape
the confines of the “tiger’s stomach” that she sees as
her own personal prison built from poverty and the
expectations and constrictions of a strongly patriar-
chal Confucian family and society. Lee wants both
the freedom of a faerie queen from folklore and the
strength of a blue dragon as seen through her
father’s dreams. As a female child in a culture of
extreme male dominance, however, Lee’s hopes
seem overly impossible. At one point, Lee mentally
rages at her oldest brother, “I don’t want to be a
woman! ... I want to be somebody!” Through her
words, we feel the depth of her pain, the strength of
her convictions, and the power of her family’s con-
fusing love for one another, as the men and even the
women of her family alternately degrade and uplift
her, beat and then coddle her.

Lee’s father is a high school teacher who was
never able to realize his potential due to political
upheaval in his newly divided country. 

He is a strict man who feels that to openly show
love is a sign of weakness, that women are born to
serve and obey the men of the family, and that his
only hope for future success is in his male offspring.
Of Lee’s two older brothers, one overworks himself
in an attempt to live up to the extraordinary family
pressures and the other leans toward irresponsibility. 

Lee’s father, once an idealist and romantic, over
time is altered through both situation and choice and
is presented as a tragic character in Lee’s memoir
and one who is frequently cruel and distant. Lee
struggles with her conflicting feelings for her father,
and as a female, feels she can never live up to her
father’s expectations for family honor, as she cannot
become a man and yet she also cannot conform to
the compliant and subservient nature required of
Confucian women. Lee’s internal conflicts pull her
in the differing directions of being the daughter her
culture and family desire and the independent, edu-
cated woman she envisions.  

As for the primary female influence in her life,
Lee describes her mother as a “saint” who constant-
ly sacrifices her own health, happiness and desires
for those of her family and those of the strictly hier-
archical and patriarchal society in which she lives.
Within these confines, however, her mother also
seemingly condones and perpetuates the abuse and
degradation of women and, in particular, the physi-
cal and mental abuse dealt out by the family’s three
men and the live-in paternal grandmother. Even as
Lee’s mother tells her multiple stories of the
strengths of family women, she turns a blind eye as
one of Lee’s older brothers beats her for not cook-
ing him supper. Lee’s mother works to help her fam-
ily, but she also sometimes longs to replace her

work with the permanent rest of death. Lee’s moth-
er, just as Lee’s father, is a contradiction in behav-
iors. Through the story, we struggle alongside Lee
to both understand and forgive these two individu-
als.

“To Kill a Tiger” is not a typical story of perse-
verance in the face of adversity, though Lee certain-
ly does persevere to find her eventual success and
family honor. Lee’s story is one of discovery, of
endurance, of forgiveness, and also of Korean histo-
ry. Lee intertwines her memories with those of oth-
ers and presents an intriguing look into social and
political events affecting the Korean people over
several decades. She does not shy from difficult top-
ics and includes narrative on the Japanese occupa-
tion of Korea, the Korean War, the division of Korea
into separate countries, U.S. control over early
South Korean government, and the forgotten and
obfuscated atrocities committed against the Com-
fort Women by Japanese soldiers and the massacre
of Korean civilians by U.S. soldiers at No Gun Ri.

Much of the history that Lee recounts is difficult
to read as it brings real humanity and personal
tragedy to life through the events and individual sto-
ries. And although sometimes the timeline transi-
tions in the book are a bit jumpy, this does not neg-
atively affect the overall story, which is effectively
told from both a historical and a personal perspec-
tive. Lee’s narrative transforms us all into a dreamy,
budding young feminist subsumed within a harsh,
male-dominated culture. Through introducing us to
her own story in “To Kill a Tiger,” Lee leads us
down a path of self-discovery toward understanding
our own histories, childhoods and difficult family
relationships. 

— Reviewed by Margaret Crowder, WKU
Department of Geography and Geology.

•••
Editor’s note: The author will speak in our Far

Away Places Series at 7 p.m. Thursday at Barnes &
Noble Booksellers. A book signing will follow. For
more information, call 745-6121.
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U.S. Rep. Brett Guthrie first held public office in 1998 as
representative for the 32nd District in the Kentucky Senate.
In 2008, he was elected from Kentucky’s 2nd Congression-
al District to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he

serves on the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, the oldest standing
legislative committee in the House.

Guthrie graduated in 1987 from the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point
with a degree in economics and went on
to hold the rank of field artillery officer
in the 101st Airborne Division – Air
Assault at Fort Campbell. He later
earned a master’s degree from Yale
University in public and private man-
agement.

Guthrie, who was born in Florence,
Ala., comes from a small business and manufacturing back-
ground. Following his military service, and before becom-
ing involved in politics, Guthrie joined Trace Die Cast, the
Bowling Green-based manufacturing business that was
started by his father. 

He has been married to the former Beth Clemmons since
1989 and they have three children, Caroline, Robby and
Elizabeth.

“I remember reading with my mother as a very young
child, and learned to read independently with the ‘Dick and
Jane’ series,” Guthrie said. 

He fell in love with books in third grade when he discov-
ered “The Buffalo Knife,” “Year of the Blood Sevens” and
other historical adventure stories by prolific Tennessee
author William O. Steele.

Currently, Guthrie is reading “Eisenhower” by historian
Geoffrey Perret. 

After a recent visit to Gettysburg National Military Park
and the farm that was Dwight Eisenhower’s summer White
House, Guthrie realized he knew much about Eisenhower as
a general, but not as a president, so he chose this in-depth
biography to learn more. He is also in the midst of “Witness
to Hope: The Biography of Pope John Paul II” by George
Weigel.

“Most of my reading is on airplanes. I love the announce-
ment to turn off cellphones,” said Guthrie, who often reads
more than one book at a time, alternating between fiction
and nonfiction. 

In the latter category, he prefers biographies because he
wants to understand what forms the character of people who
shape great events and how they react to important issues in
their own time. His favorite biographer is William Man-
chester, best known for “American Caesar,” a biography of
Douglas MacArthur and “The Last Lion,” a multivolume
biography on Winston Churchill. 

Pulitzer Prize winner Richard Russo, whose “That Old
Cape Magic” he has just finished, is the contemporary
author Guthrie recommends. “I have read nearly all of his
novels, a great discovery. 

Most of them focus on characters who remain in North-
east industrial towns after the peak of the town’s prosperity.
He highlights the type of people we have to work for to
make this country great again.” 

Guthrie also enjoys American authors from the first half
of the 20th century, especially Ernest Hemingway and John
Steinbeck. His favorite literary character is Ma Joad, matri-
arch of the Joad family in the 1939 classic “The Grapes of
Wrath,” Steinbeck’s enduring tale of the Great Depression,
the Dust Bowl and the struggle of the poor to overcome
oppression.

— By Libby Davies, Barnes & Noble Booksellers
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U.S. REP. 
BRETT GUTHRIE

BARNES & NOBLE
BEST-SELLERS

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Kill Shot (Mitch Rapp
Series #12)” by Vince Flynn
2. “Defending Jacob” by
William Landay
3. “The Girl Who Kicked the
Hornet’s Nest (Millennium
Trilogy Series #3)” by Stieg
Larsson
4. “Taken” by Robert Crais
5. “Private” by James Patter-
son
6. “Death Comes to Pem-
berley” by P.D. James
7. “Home Front” by Kristin
Hannah
8. “Believing the Lie
(Inspector Lynley Series
#16)” by Elizabeth George
9. “11/22/63” by Stephen
King
10. “Raylan” by Elmore
Leonard

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “American Sniper: The
Autobiography of the Most
Lethal Sniper in U.S. Military
History” by Chris Kyle
2. “Ameritopia: The Unmak-
ing of America” by Mark R.
Levin
3. “Killing Lincoln” by Bill
O’Reilly
4. “The End of Illness” by
David B. Agus
5. “Steve Jobs” by Walter
Isaacson
6. “Through My Eyes” by
Tim Tebow
7. “Unbroken: A World War
II Story of Survival,
Resilience, and Redemp-
tion” by Laura Hillenbrand
8. “StrengthsFinder 2.0” by
Tom Rath
9. “Quiet: The Power of
Introverts in a World That
Can't Stop Talking” by
Susan Cain
10. “Deliciously G-Free:
Food So Flavorful They'll
Never Believe It’s Gluten-
Free” by Elisabeth Hassel-
beck

PAPERBACK FICTION 
AND NONFICTION
1. “Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close” by
Jonathan Safran Foer
2. “The Help” by Kathryn
Stockett
3. “Heaven Is for Real: A Lit-
tle Boy’s Astounding Story
of His Trip to Heaven and
Back” by Todd Burpo
4. “Bossypants” by Tina Fey
5. “The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo (Millennium Trilogy
Series #1)” by Stieg Larsson
6. “The Tiger's Wife” by Tea
Obreht
7. “The Five Love Lan-
guages: The Secret to Love
That Lasts” by Gary Chap-
man
8. “The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks” by Rebec-
ca Skloot
9. “The Girl Who Played
with Fire (Millennium Trilogy
Series #2)” by Stieg Larsson
10. “Tinker, Tailor, Soldier,
Spy” by John le Carre
11. “Lethal” by Sandra Brown
12. “Sarah’s Key” by Tatiana
de Rosnay
13. “Wreck This Journal: To
Create Is to Destroy” by Keri
Smith
14. “Night Road” by Kristin
Hannah
15. “The Art of Racing in the
Rain” by Garth Stein
16. “10th Anniversary
(Women's Murder Club
Series #10)” by James Pat-
terson
17. “The Next Always” by
Nora Roberts
18. “A Discovery of Witch-
es” by Deborah Harkness
19. “Full Black (Scot Har-
vath Series #10)” by Brad
Thor
20. “Cutting for Stone” by
Abraham Verghese
21. “Outliers: The Story of
Success” by Malcolm Glad-
well
22. “The Woman in Black: A
Ghost Story” by Susan Hill
23. “Cupcakes, Cookies and
Pie, Oh My!” by Karen Tack
24. “The NOOK Book: An
Unofficial Guide: Everything
you need to know about the
NOOK Tablet, NOOK Color,
and the NOOK Simple
Touch” by Patrick Kanouse


