
Box of flowers
means so much

to military mom
Sheyanne Baker was sitting down to dinner with

her husband when she heard someone at the door.
With a daughter deployed to Afghanistan and a son
in Iraq at the time, knocks on the door made both
their hearts jump. Her husband ran to the door to
see who was there.

To their relief, it was not a military messenger
carrying bad news.

It was a delivery man carrying a box.
“They were flowers,” Sheyanne told the

Unknown Soldiers. “I said, ‘Honey, you shouldn’t
have’ (to my husband). He said, ‘Read the card.’ ”

A few months later, just before this past Christ-
mas, there was another knock on the door of their
Shelton, Wash., home. This time, Sheyanne was at
work. The Walmart employee was about to take her
lunch break when a co-worker asked her to come to
the store manager’s office. 

When Sheyanne arrived, the door was closed,
prompting her to knock.

“As one of the managers opened the door, I saw
the two servicemen,” the mother painfully recount-
ed. “ ‘Oh my God, which one?’ I said. Then they
had me take a seat and told me who it was.”

It was Sheyanne’s oldest daughter, Spc. Mikayla
Bragg, who was just a few days away from leaving
Afghanistan. The Pentagon said the 21-year-old
soldier died in Khowst province on Dec. 21. Her
mother said that as of Feb. 2, an Army investigation
into Mikayla’s death was still in progress, although
she has been told that her daughter – a qualified
sharpshooter – died in a guard tower.

Sheyanne last spoke to her daughter Dec. 19, two
days before her death. Mikayla said that while the
previous day had actually been fun, she was look-
ing forward to coming home soon.

“I’d always tell her I love her and to be safe,” the
grieving mom said. “Her last words to me were ‘I
love you, too, and I always am.’ ”

Image courtesy of Sheyanne Baker
Spc. Mikayla Bragg, 21, of Longview, Wash., was
killed Dec. 21 in Afghanistan’s Khowst province.
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JOURNALIST LONGS TO BE LEGAL IN THE COUNTRY HE LOVES
By JULIE SHAW
Philadelphia Daily News

PHILADELPHIA — Jose
Antonio Vargas, a former Philadel-
phia Daily News intern and Wash-
ington Post Pulitzer Prize winner,
was on a New York subway last
summer when a Hispanic woman
yelled out to him: “El Chino!”

“She told me she also doesn’t
have papers,” said Vargas, who
outed himself as an undocument-
ed immigrant in a 4,600-word
article last June in the New York
Times Magazine.

And at a Starbucks near his
Greenwich Village apartment, a
young white girl also recognized
him, saying: “You’re the Asian
guy on Colbert!” (Vargas, by the
way, isn’t Chinese; he’s Filipino.)

Since his New York Times
piece, Vargas has been inter-
viewed on ABC’s “Nightline,”
CNN, MSNBC, Fox News, NPR,
by Stephen Colbert and in numer-
ous print and Web outlets.

He realizes that, at any
moment, he can be arrested by
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents and deported
back to the Philippines.

“I am prepared for that,” he
said in an interview last month
inside his one-bedroom New York
apartment tucked inside a tan-
brick building above a shoe store.

“Yeah, I’m fearful just like any
undocumented person is fearful,”
he said. “I’ve always been looking
over my shoulder. I’ve always had
this nagging feeling that someone
could pick me up.”

No one from ICE has contacted
him, though.

Luis Martinez, ICE spokesman
in the New York field office, did-
n’t recognize Vargas’ name or his
story when asked by the Daily
News. He said he could not dis-
cuss an individual case because of
the agency’s privacy policy.

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
and immigration reform activist

Jose Antonio Vargas listens
June 28 during a Senate
Judiciary Subcommittee

on Immigration, Refugees and
Border Security hearing

on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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