
“Wayne Blackshear came in
and gave us a really big lift,” Piti-
no said. “He gave us 20 good
minutes. The one thing that was
evident when Wayne came back
was that he really knows how to
play the game. His mental capa-
bilities on the floor are terrific.”

Russ Smith had 16 points off
the bench for the Cardinals. Chris
Smith added 13 points and Peyton
Siva scored 10.

It was another close battle of
Big East rivals whose four previ-
ous meetings were decided by a
combined nine points.

And it marked the latest melt-
down for the Mountaineers (16-
10, 6-7), who lost for the fifth
time in six games and need a
quick turnaround to secure a
fifth straight NCAA Tournament
bid.

“We’ve just got to keep fight-
ing,” West Virginia forward
Kevin Jones said. “That’s all we
can do. We can’t worry about the
last game, win or lose.”

Jones had 22 points and 11
rebounds for his 17th double-dou-
ble of the season after having a
nine-game streak snapped in a
home loss to Notre Dame on
Wednesday.

Deniz Kilicli added 17 points
and Darryl “Truck” Bryant scored
13 for the Mountaineers.

But Bryant, who had 32 points
at Providence on Feb. 5 only to
get shut out against Notre Dame
on Wednesday, went just 3-of-17
from the floor.

West Virginia led 63-54 after a
Kilicli basket with 10:49 left, but
he didn’t score again and eventual-
ly fouled out. Louisville went to a
full-court press to force turnovers
and seize the momentum. 

“I thought our depth helped
our pressure,” Pitino said. “I
thought we had fresh bodies.
We’ve played a lot of games
where we were the tired team
because guys were playing 37-38
minutes. We didn’t know if we
were going to win, but we felt
that we had our legs all the way
to the end.”

West Virginia led 71-64 after a
Dominique Rutledge basket with
5:52 left before Louisville went
on its decisive run, scoring 13 of
the game’s final 16 points.

Kuric hit a 3-pointer and Russ
Smith stole the ensuing inbounds
pass and made a layup with 2:21
left to put Louisville ahead 73-71,
its first lead since midway
through the first half.

Jones, who got pushed in the
back by Chris Smith when he
scored off a rebound, made the
free throw to cut the deficit to 75-
74 with 50 seconds left.

But Kuric stole a pass from
Gary Browne meant for Jones. He
was fouled and made two free
throws with 5.5 seconds left for
the final margin.

“He read it perfectly,” Pitino
said of Kuric’s steal. “We had to
have a stop in the game and we
got the right stops. We did a lot of
really good things tonight
because we played like a veteran
team. We never lost our poise in
some adverse conditions.”

Bryant’s 3-point try at the
buzzer never hit the net.

The Mountaineers’ shot 50 per-
cent from the floor in the first half
but faded, scoring just one basket
over the final five minutes of the
game. West Virginia shot 36 per-
cent (8 of 22) after halftime.

Despite shooting bonus free

throws over the final 11 minutes,
West Virginia attempted just
eight, making four.

“We were 17-for-27 and if we
make our free throws and Deniz
stays in the game ... that is what I
told them,” West Virginia coach
Bob Huggins said. “I am tired of
‘ifs’ – if we would do this right, if
we would do that right.”

By CHAD BISHOP
The Daily News
cbishop@bgdailynews.com/783-3241

TROY, Ala. — Alan Jones is
listed as a 6-foot junior guard.
He joked in the media room at
Sartain Hall after the game Sat-
urday that he’s probably closer
to 5-foot-9.

Yet the diminutive Jones got
Troy going in his team’s 83-77
win over Western Kentucky with
an unlikely two-handed dunk on
a breakaway off his own steal.

“I’m a studio dunker. That’s
what coach says,” Jones said. “I
only dunk in practice. That’s my
first game dunk. I was just wait-
ing. I actually called it in the first
half. I said I was going to get a
dunk.”

Jones’ jam tied the game at 50
with 11:39 to play. It also
sparked his team to its first-ever
season sweep of the Hilltoppers.

“When he dunked it, I think
everybody was off the bench,

was coming on the court and I
think he was like, ‘Let’s go man!
Let’s get a stop! Let’s get anoth-
er stop!’ ” junior guard Will
Weathers said. “Just the intensity
after he came in, man, just lifted
us to a whole other level. I think
that’s what really helped us
win.”

If the dunk wasn’t enough,
Jones came back to nail a 3 that
gave his team a 55-51 lead and
two more 3s late to make it 68-
64 and 71-66, respectively.

“Alan sparked us,” Troy assis-
tant coach Ben Fletcher said.
“Made a couple great plays on
defense that got us going, got the
steal and the dunk. But then,
after that, he still came back and
made a couple shots, big shots to

help extend that run.”

Gordon struggles
Hilltopper freshman guard

Derrick Gordon finished with
seven points on 2-of-10 shooting
Saturday at Troy. He was 0-for-3
from beyond the arc, 3 of 5 from
the line, had four assists, four
rebounds and turned the ball
over three times.

Three of those points came in
the final 3 1/2 minutes.

“He’s been struggling lately,”
freshman T.J. Price said. “We’re
going to talk to him and make
sure he still has a good mind,
keeps his head up. Every good
player goes through their
slumps. We’ve got to keep him
up until he gets his game back.
Once he does, we’re going to be

really good again.”
Gordon came into the day

leading the team in scoring at
11.5 points per game, and
rebounding at 6.2 per game. He’s
scored in single digits in four
straight games after scoring 10
or more in 14 of the team’s first
21.

“We need him to start playing
well as we go down the stretch,”
WKU interim coach
Ray Harper said. “He’s
a good player and he’ll
bounce back.”

Fothergill sets 
career high

Lady Topper fresh-
man Danay Fothergill
set a career high Satur-
day at Troy with 15
points on 4-of-7 shoot-
ing from behind the 3-
point line.

“I was ready to play,” she
said. “We came off from Middle
(Tennessee on Wednesday). We
should’ve gotten that road win
and I think we just had a little

extra underneath us. We wanted
to get that road win, and I was
ready to play and ready to knock
down some shots.”

Fothergill’s big night helped
WKU run its inside-out game,
feeding the ball down low to
LaTeira Owens while the Tro-
jans guarded against Fothergill’s
distance shooting.

“(Owens) was as good tonight
with her deep, deep post-
ups,” WKU coach Mary
Taylor Cowles said. “Not
only was she deep in the
lane coming out of tran-
sition, but she was low to
the ground, really wanti-
ng the basketball. Her
guards fed her and then
when we were moving
the ball on the perimeter
or kicking it back out.
Then (Fothergill) did a
great job stepping up and

knocking down great shots.”

Goodbye to Sartain Hall
Western Kentucky’s trip to

Sartain Hall on Saturday was its

last for the men’s and women’s
teams.

Troy will leave the 50-year-
old building at the end of the
season for Trojan Arena, which
will open at the start of next sea-
son.

The $31 million project will
be a 10,000-square-foot facility
and hold 5,200 for basketball
contests. 

NOTES — Attendance at the
men’s game was 1,472. ... A
freshman has led the WKU men
in scoring in 15 of the last 17
games. ... Price has hit multiple
3s in five straight games. ... The
Troy men broke a four-game los-
ing streak. ... The Trojan men
entered the game as the fourth-
best 3-point-shooting team,
making 9.3 per game. They shot
7 of 18 Saturday. ...Weathers
made six assists Saturday after
entering the day 24th in the
nation in the category. ... The 36
points scored by the Troy
women were the lowest by a
WKU opponent this season.
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FARM MACHINERY & 

CONSTRUCTION CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION

VISIT OUR WEBSITE @ 
www.millsrealestateauction.com

or
www.millsauctions.com

SATURDAY FEB 18th @ 9:00 A.M.
31-E Auction Center~8380 New Glasgow Rd-Hwy 31-E~Scottsville KY
TRACTORS - FARM MACHINERY - CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 

TRUCKS - TRAILERS - MISC

RUSSELL MILLS AUCTIONEER
270-237-7625

SANDY MILLS BROKER
270-618-9560

LARRY HEATH AUCTION MGR.
270-622-1354

We will be receiving equipment Monday Feb 13th thru Friday Feb 17th 8:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m. daily.

 5572 Russellville Rd.
 Bowling Green, KY 42101

 270-782-3310 or 1-800-264-0310

 The Experience You Trust.
 The Services You Need.

 Jane Jones
 Senior Financial Services Officer

 Financing available for:
 •  Farms   •  Construction   •  Homes
 •  Refinancing   •  Lots   •  Auction Pre-Approvals TERMS: 10% down payment on real estate day 

of sale, balance on or before 30 days.  Taxes will 

be prorated.  There is a 10% Buyer Premium on 

the real estate. All property sold “as is” with no 

warranties expressed or implied.    Interested 

parties are encouraged to make their own in-

spection of the property prior to the auction. 

Successful online bidders will have 48 hours 

to complete contract and down payment re-

quirements.  Call with any questions regard-

ing the property or bidding over the internet. 

THOMAS R. HUNT, CAI
PRINCIPAL BROKER/AUCTIONEER
1053A LOVERS LANE  BOWLING GREEN KY  42103

270-782-2299

www.SellwithHunt.com

HUNT AUCTION
2 COMMERCIAL LOTS

800 BLOCK MORGANTOWN RD

1.0 AC & 2.9 AC
ACROSS FROM KY DEPT. OF HIGHWAYS - ADJACENT TO NEW DOLLAR GENERAL

PRIME LOTS ON THE FAST GROWING WEST SIDE

CLOSE TO WKU - BGTC - WALMART - WATER PARK - NATCHER PKWY

2 BARREN RIVER LAKE LOTS

INDIAN POINT SUBDIVISION

LOT 51-.76 AC / LOT 52-.74 AC
BEAUTIFUL BUILDING SITES AT THE ENTRANCE TO THIS RESTRICTED

GATED COMMUNITY ONLY 5 MILES FROM THE DAM

COMPLETE DETAILS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE

www.SellWithHunt.com

ALL LOTS SELLING ONLINE ONLY 

BEGINNING FEB. 15 AND ENDING MARCH 1

A MARKNET ALLIANCE MEMBER

WKU BASKETBALL NOTEBOOK

From Page 1B
Mountaineers score one basket in final five minutes

No. 24 Louisville 77
West Virginia 74

LOUISVILLE (20-5)
Kuric 5-10 3-4 17, Behanan 1-4 2-2 4,
Dieng 1-4 0-0 2, Siva 4-9 2-2 10, C. Smith
4-10 2-2 13, R. Smith 6-12 4-4 16, Price 0-
0 0-1 0, Swopshire 1-3 0-0 2, Blackshear
5-9 0-0 13. Totals 27-61 13-15 77.
WEST VIRGINIA (16-10)
Jones 7-13 5-7 22, Kilicli 7-8 3-5 17, Hinds
3-8 0-0 7, Browne 1-3 2-2 4, Bryant 3-17
5-7 13, Rutledge 2-4 2-4 6, Brown 1-2 0-0
3, Williamson 0-0 0-0 0, Miles 1-1 0-2 2.
Totals 25-56 17-27 74.

Halftime—West Virginia 44-37. 3-Point
Goals—Louisville 10-22 (Kuric 4-8, C.
Smith 3-5, Blackshear 3-5, Siva 0-1,
Swopshire 0-1, R. Smith 0-2), West Vir-
ginia 7-22 (Jones 3-5, Bryant 2-10, Brown
1-2, Hinds 1-4, Browne 0-1). Fouled
Out—Kilicli. Rebounds—Louisville 32
(Behanan, Dieng 6), West Virginia 39
(Jones 11). Assists—Louisville 12 (Siva
5), West Virginia 13 (Hinds 6). Total
Fouls—Louisville 23, West Virginia 16.
Technical—Kilicli. A—11,254.

Troy guard’s dunk provides spark
“He’s been struggling lately. We’re going to
talk to him and make sure he still has a
good mind, keeps his head up. Every good
player goes through their slumps.”

WKU freshman forward T.J. Price
On freshman guard Derrick Gordon

DANAY
FOTHERGILL
WKU freshman guard

Gordon still struggling;
Fothergill has 15 points


