
ody Miller of Morristown,
Tenn., tries to take down
a steer Saturday during

the Lone Star Rodeo at Western
Kentucky University’s L.D. Brown
Ag Expo Center on Elrod Road
in Bowling Green.
Left: Dillon Thweatt of Murray
checks his lasso before
competing in the calf-roping
competition during the rodeo.
Far left: Kaylee Pedigo, 6,
of Bowling Green, watches the
show at the L.D. Brown Ag Expo
Center. “She loves the horses,
and loves to dress up,” said
Kaylee’s mother, Maria Leach.

Story, Page 3A.

Drug problem a major target
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Husband-and-wife veterinarian
team offers family experience
for patients and their owners.
See Monday’s Living.
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consecutive title in Region 1
swimming and diving meet.
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Stumbo proposes changes to prescription reporting program
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

It’s an alarm law enforcement
has been sounding for years – pre-
scription drug abuse is a growing
trend and is claiming lives as the
problem sweeps across the state
from the east to the west.

Statewide, 82 people a month
die from drug overdoses. In War-
ren County, the number of over-

dose deaths doubled from nine in
2010 to 18 in 2011.

Drug investigators are also see-
ing the number of pill seizures
increase here. In 2010, Bowling
Green-Warren County Drug Task
Force investigators seized 1,123
controlled substance pills, task
force director Tommy Loving
said. Last year, that number
climbed to 1,907 pills, a 69.8 per-
cent increase. The number of pill

trafficking cases jumped from 59
in 2010 to 91 in 2011, a 54.2 per-
cent increase.

Kentucky is attempting to
address the issue during this leg-
islative session as eight bills have
been introduced to deal with dif-
ferent aspects of prescription drug
diversion, abuse and regulations.

Proposed legislation includes
bills that would set up a funding

GREG STUMBO
House speakerSee WARREN, 11A

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

The state Senate on Wednesday
passed a bill that would allow individ-
ual school districts to raise their dropout
age to 18 – a concept local superinten-
dents say has merit, although they say

all factors, such as funding needs, need
to be taken into account.

Two versions of dropout-age legisla-
tion are under consideration by the
General Assembly. Senate Bill 109
does not go as far as House Bill 216,

Dropout-age bills advance,
but key issues still uncertain

See DROPOUT-AGE, 7A

Group
aiming
to help
others
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

At her lowest, Madison Jones weighed
89 pounds at 5 feet, 7 inches tall. 

She ate 200 calories a day and ran 12
miles each day.
When she checked
into a rehabilitation
facility, she was hav-
ing blackouts and
heart problems. 

“I struggle every
single day. Should I
eat? Should I not?”
said Jones, now 23, a
jeweler in Bowling
Green. “Some days
are better than oth-
ers.”

Many battle eating
disorders, but until
recently there were
few local places for
them to turn. Now, a
Bowling Green
woman with a per-
sonal connection to
the issue has started
an eating disorder
support group. 

“This has become
a passion of mine,”  said Sherry Yurchisin,
a Bowling Green real estate agent who

To attend
•The Eating Disorder Support

Group meets each Wednesday from 5
p.m. to 6 p.m. at the ALIVE Center,
1818 U.S. 31-W By-Pass. For more
information, call Sherry Yurchisin at
535-7653.

•A support group for friends and
family will meet at 5 p.m. once a
month at The Medical Center’s
Health and Wellness Center, 1857
Tucker Way, beginning in April. For
more information, call Betsy Pierce
at 745-3159. 

•For more information about the
types of eating disorders and treat-
ment, visit www.anad.org. 

EATING DISORDERS

MADISON JONES

SHERRY YURCHISIN

See DISORDER, 7A

First Tee chapter could boost youths’ access to golf
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Youth golf in Bowling Green could
receive a boost from a national organi-
zation.

According to documents obtained

from the city, the Wadsworth Golf
Foundation has expressed interest in
establishing a chapter of the First Tee in
Bowling Green.

The First Tee organization was creat-
ed by the World Golf Foundation in
1997 as an effort to create access to golf

for young people who otherwise would
not be exposed to the game, according
to its website.

Leon McNair, president of
Wadsworth, sent an email Feb. 5 to Bob
Jeffers, golf division manager for the
city, outlining the possibilities for

Bowling Green.
McNair wrote that although the

national First Tee organization is not
actively seeking to create new chapters,
a conversation with Joe O’Brien – the

See McNAIR, 7A
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