
By MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With demonstra-
tors chanting outside, the Supreme Court
began hearing arguments today on the
fate of President Barack Obama’s historic
health care overhaul, no less controver-
sial two years after Democrats pushed it
to passage in Congress. Twenty-six states
are leading the legal challenge, while
Republican presidential candidates are
vowing to repeal it after throwing Obama
out of office.

The law, much of which has still to
take effect, would require almost all
Americans to obtain
health insurance and
would extend coverage
to more than 30 million
people who now lack
it. The law would be
the largest expansion in
the nation’s social safe-
ty net in more than four
decades.

The nine justices began hearing argu-

ments a little after 10 a.m. EDT.
Outside the court building, about 100

supporters of the law
walked in a circle hold-
ing signs that read,
“Protect my health-
care,” and chanting,
“Care for you, care for
me, care for every fam-
ily.” A half-dozen
opponents shouted,

“We love the Constitution!”
A four-person student band from

Howard University was part of the group
favoring the law, playing New Orleans-
style jazz tunes.

A decision is expected by late June, in
the midst of a presidential election cam-
paign in which all of Obama’s Republi-
can challengers oppose the law and
promise its repeal, if the high court does-
n’t strike it down first.

People hoping for a glimpse of the
action have waited in line all weekend for
the relatively few seats open to the pub-
lic. The justices allotted the case six

hours of argument time, the most since
the mid-1960s. 

Nurses Lauri Lineweaver and Laura
Brennaman, who are completing doctor-
al degrees, had been waiting since noon
Sunday and got tickets to see arguments.
“It’s an honor to be in the court,” said
Lineweaver, 35.

The court will release audio recordings
of the arguments on the same day they
take place. The first time that happened
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Health care arguments under way

ynn Walton (above, from left) of Bowling Green,
Doris Berry of Owensboro and Judy Dowell of
Hardinsburg put together bone marrow swab kits
Sunday at the Bowling Green Fire Department on

Fairview Avenue. More than 60 people swabbed their
cheeks at the drive to help find a bone marrow match for
Walton's brother-in-law, Cecil Walton, who has been diag-
nosed with leukemia, the family said.

Left: Joe Newland 16, and Danielle Waild, 16, both of Bowl-
ing Green, swab their cheeks Sunday to help find a bone
marrow match for Cecil Walton.
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By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

The mild winter means local school districts
have recorded the fewest snow days in years.

In the last 12 years, Warren County Public
Schools has had an average of 5.2 snow days a
year, said Pat Stewart, director of student ser-
vices. The past two years have had the highest
numbers in the last dozen, with 10 snow days in

2009-10 and 15 in the last school year.
This year, there has only been one, on Jan. 13,

and it’s already been made up, on Presidents
Day, Stewart said. That’s the fewest snow days
since the 2006-07 school year, when there were
none.

Bowling Green Independent Schools hasn’t
had any snow days this year, although the sys-
tem had a one-hour delay Jan. 13. That’s a
change from last year, when the district missed

seven days, the most snow days for several
years, said Leslie Peek, public relations coordi-
nator for the district.

The school year in both districts is set to end
on time, on May 24.

That allows parents to make solid graduation
and summer plans, said Joanie Hendricks, pub-
lic relations coordinator for county schools.

Schools see drastic decline in snow days this year

Richards’ bill
aids refugees’
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for a diploma
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

Adam Masabo, 21, said it was his high school soccer
team that helped him start to feel com-
fortable speaking English after coming
to Bowling Green with his family as
refugees from Tanzania.

“When I started sports, that was
when I started learning English,” he
said.

Masabo, a Bowling Green High
School student, has now aged out of
the high school soccer program as well
as the Kentucky high school system,
though he still attends BGHS.

When Masabo turned 21 earlier this
month, Bowling Green Independent
Schools Superintendent Joe Tinius and other school
administrators decided he was doing well and was too
close to graduation not to be allowed to finish out the year. 

He will stay at BGHS until graduation this spring,
though the school no longer receives funding from the
state for him, Tinius said.

The school could avoid such a situation in the future if
a bill that passed in the Kentucky House of Representa-
tives last week finds similar favor in the Senate.

The bill, sponsored by state Rep. Jody Richards, D-
Bowling Green, would allow schools to enroll students
who are refugees or legal immigrants under the age of 21
in a four-year high school program even if they would be

By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

A 24-year-old Bowling Green man could be looking at
spending the next 20 years behind bars if he is convicted
of child pornography charges.

A Warren County grand jury indicted Kyle Ray Miller,
3614 Garrett Hollow Road, on two counts of distribution
of matter portraying a sexual performance by a minor and
20 counts of possession of matter portraying a sexual per-
formance by a minor, according to the indictment filed in
Warren Circuit Court.

Kathryn Reed, an investigator for the Kentucky Office
of the Attorney General, presented the case against Miller
to a grand jury Wednesday.

The attorney general’s office’s Cybercrimes Unit inves-
tigated the case, Warren County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Chris Cohron said.

The Cybercrimes Unit has opened more than 230 child
porn cases since that division was created in 2008, accord-
ing to a release from the attorney general’s office. That unit
has also seized more than 300,000 child porn images and

BG man indicted 
on 22 counts of
child pornography
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