
By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The Berea Community 
School Board approved 
using the same architects 
for the second phase of the 
work on their building as 
they used for the fi rst at 
their school board meeting 
this month. The fi rst phase 

building project included 
the new gymnasium, foyer 
and classrooms. The sec-
ond phase of construction 
includes three priorities 
that are far less ambitious, 
but very needed.

“Our bonding poten-
tial right now is $2.6 mil-
lion,” Berea’s Superin-
tendent Mike Hogg said, 

“which sounds like a lot, 
but when you start look-
ing at the cost of the proj-
ects, it doesn’t seem like so 
much.”

The three facility priori-
ties are building three new 
classrooms in the middle 
and high school, replacing 
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Festival to teach 
Appalachian skills took 

place last Saturday. 
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The Garden with Waterfalls above is Tom Miller’s re-
tirement project, an idea that � rst struck him when 
he bought the property on Lakeview Drive. To the 
right, Tom Miller stands by his favorite spot, with a 
still pool and Japanese Maple to the left. Tom’s gar-
den masterpiece will be featured on the 4th Annual 
Berea Arts Council Garden Tour on Saturday, May 12. 
Tickets are $10 when bought in advance and can be 
purchased at the BAC building, Pottery Shed or Top 
Drawer Gallery.

SEE  COUNTY, PAGE A7
American Girl Book Event 

this Saturday at Berea 
College Store.  
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Local “Running 
Guy”  Bests 

Boston Marathon

County Questions 
Taxing Districts, 

Plans More 
Involvement

Sheri Patterson/The Citizen
Ruth McLain Smith, left, performed with Al and Alice White at the SaraCare Celebration last Friday at the Berea 
Baptist Church. Norma Kennedy, who founded the event with her husband Eddie, stated it was a great success. Ap-
proximately 800 people attended, and $15,000 was raised.

By Jonathan 
Schinhofen 

Citizen Reporter

“Do you know that guy 
who’s always running 
around Berea?” 

 I can’t count the number 
of times I’ve been asked 
this question. Of course I 
know Jim Bowman. Who 
doesn’t? He runs by my 
house all the time. Some-
times a few times a day. 
He might run 4 miles, or 8 
miles, or 25 miles. The re-
sult is a lot of face time on 
Berea’s streets. 

 If you’ve seen him once, 
he is forever instantly rec-
ognizable. He does not 

sport the classic runner’s 
look. He runs with his 
head down, wearing a vi-
sor and headphones. He 
looks like he has some-
where to be, but is happy 
where he is. He does not 
seem to be in a hurry, yet 
you wouldn’t want to try 
to keep up with him. And 
he’s always in uniform. 
Jim’s uniform, such as it 
is, consists of shoes, socks, 
and shorts. No shirt. He 
always runs shirtless. One 
New Year’s Day, he ran 
Louisville’s Hangover 
Classic shirtless, despite 
the 18-degree tempera-

School Gears Up for 
More Facility Projects

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

The appointment of a 
new member to the Madi-
son County Public Library 
Board turned into a forum 
for the county fi scal court 
members  to express their 
frustration at their lack of 
authority when it came to 
the county taxing districts 
and the property tax rates 
that are set. Judy Flavell 
was presented to the court 
as the recommended new 
library board member, 
and Magistrate Billy Ray 
Hughes spoke vehement-
ly against the taxing dis-
trict system.

Hughes reminded peo-
ple of the vote in the 1980s, 
when Madison Countians 
voted down making the 
public library a taxing 
district. The fi scal court 
ended up with a split vote 
on the issue, which Judge 
Executive Harold Botner 
broke with a “yea” vote.

“That pretty much end-
ed his political career,” 
Hughes said.

He stated that he was 
unhappy about the Madi-
son County Public Library 

having a couple of mil-
lion dollars put away as 
surplus, which meant that 
people’s property taxes 
were bringing in a surplus 
to the library.

“And now they’re trying 
to fi nd some way to spend 
that money,” Hughes said. 
“These taxing districts are 
really operating in a de-
tached environment. The 
only thing we can do is 
approve or not approve 
someone for the board. 
And now to have some-
one to approve gives me 
the rare consideration to 
sound off  about this sys-
tem.”

The Madison County 
Fiscal Court does not have 
any oversight of their 
taxing districts, which 
include the health de-
partment, county school 
system, EMS, library and 
the extension service. In 
1979, the Kentucky legis-
lature passed HB 44, that 
allows county “taxing 
districts” such as these to 
raise the property tax rate 
each year up to 4 percent 
if they wish.  No entity can 

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

This is the fi rst of a three-
part series leading up to the 
Berea Garden Tour on May 
12, hosted by the Berea Arts 
Council. 

Tom Miller once heard 
the statement, “make 
your home where you 

feel you’re on vacation.” 
Looking at his magical 
back yard, with fi ve seri-
ous waterfalls built into 
the hillside and 11,000 
gallons of water pouring 
down every hour from an 
elevation of 24 feet, six still 
pools with various seating 
arrangements and a large 
variety of diff erent trees 
and plants growing be-

tween the rocks and on the 
sides, it’s clear that he has 
brought that vision to life. 

“When we fi rst were 
buying this house,” Miller 
said, “I told my wife this is 
begging to be a waterfall 
back here.”

When he and his wife, 
Julie, moved to Berea 

SEE  SCHOOL, PAGE A7
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SEE  GARDEN, PAGE A12

TOURING OF BEREA’S GARDENS

Photo Submitted
Jim Bowman, above, from Berea ran the North Face Endurance Challenge 
last October, a 31.2 mile course that rises 6,000 feet in elevation from start 
to � nish. On April 16, the 62-year-old Bowman ran and � nished the Boston 
Marathon for the � rst time in his running career.


