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Eliminate shoulder straps 
The fact that we have had several automobile accidents in

the local area recently has brought to mind something which
I thought about a few years back. 

I believe a report I saw estimated 60 to 70 percent of driv-
ers today use seat belts when driving. I thought I probably
had an idea which might increase that to 90 to 95 percent.
That would be to eliminate the shoulder strap. 

With a lap belt and air bags which are available in automo-
biles today, I think we would be just about as well protected
and I think this will prevent passengers and drivers being
ejected from an automobile because many more people
would fasten the lap belt.

When the lap belt first came out, I enjoyed hooking it up
because it gave me a secure feeling, kept me firmly in the seat
and was easy to hook up quickly. I know lots of people don't
like to mess with the present seat belt system if they are wear-
ing lots of clothing, or if they are tall, as I am.

John Glenn
Elizabethtown

Not in our best interests
When he was 12-years old, Norbert Norquest “thought up”

his No Tax Pledge for the wealthy. Our congressman, Brett
Guthrie, signed this pledge. 

Guthrie is against Social Security, unemployment compen-
sation, health care and most everything else that’s in the best
interest of the citizens he was elected to represent — he obvi-
ously also thinks like a 12-year old. 

Elected officials such as Guthrie are responsible for the
gridlock in Washington. The people of the 2nd District need
a U.S. congressman with the ability and maturity to represent
them.

Gary Pile
Hudson

ver since John
Adams, America’s
second president,

tried to force individual
states to deport some non-
citizens and punish “sedi-
tious language” unfriendly
to his administration,
Washington has en-
croached upon individual
states’ sovereign power. 

Granted, Adams was
doing his best to help a
new nation that, literally,
was in survival mode. Had
the Pew Research Center
existed during his time, it
would have offered poll af-
ter lopsided poll express-
ing solid doubt about whe-
ther this fledgling experi-
ment in representative re-
publicanism would ever
make it even to the 19th
century. 

Still, in these early days,
Adams’s Alien and Sedi-
tion Acts of 1798 marked
the beginning of a continu-
al endorsement of the
need for constitutional –

not situational – restric-
tions on the federal gov-
ernment’s power. Nowhere
did the Constitution grant
the right for such “acts.” 

Fortunately, early
Americans rebelled and
prevented implementation
of these crisis-driven, but
unconstitutional, policies. 

But marginalizing the
Constitution was not an ac-
tivity reserved for occur-
rence “back in the day.”

Today, we wonder
where Washington gets off
mandating that individual
sovereign states, including
Kentucky, force citizens to
adhere to mandates of a
federal health-care plan. 

It certainly isn’t allowed

by the 10th Amendment,
which states: “The powers
not delegated to the Uni-
ted States by the Constitu-
tion, nor prohibited by it
to the States, are reserved
to the States respectively,
or to the people.”

I see nothing in that
about the federal govern-
ment having the right to
implement an individual
health-insurance mandate.
Do you?

I also don’t find al-
lowance for unelected En-
vironmental Protection
Agency bureaucrats deny-
ing private-property own-
ers the right to mine coal
on their own land. In fact,
I don’t discover justifica-
tion even for the EPA’s ex-
istence in the first place. 

Also missing is the
EPA’s right to deny the
same kind of permit for
mining in eastern Kentuc-
ky that it allowed in west-
ern Kentucky. What’s up
with that? 

This agency is so out of
control it’s incapable even
of being an equal opportu-
nity constitutional offender. 

As I read the Constitu-
tion again, I also found no
justification for Washing-
ton’s educational dictates
to states. 

Even our recent experi-
ence should tell us that, as
Washington’s No Child
Left Behind became “No
Missed Opportunity to
Leave Constitutional
Principles Behind.”

What I did find was the
Ninth Amendment that
refers to the “enumeration”
of the federal govern-
ment’s rights – which, by
very definition, means
“limited.”

Apparently there is a
problem with how “limit-
ed” is interpreted. Politic-
ians who favor big-govern-
ment solutions to our chal-
lenges think “limited” is a
luxury afforded only when

circumstances allow rather
than a necessity for faithful
adherence – no matter
what current events may
be swirling around us.  

Viewed through those
situational lenses, it’s
amazing how rare that lux-
ury exists in the minds of
some, and how often crises
demand constitutional
adultery. 

So Washington’s policy
pimps justify their uncon-
stitutionally-illicit activity
of forcing Americans to
surrender their freedoms
by exploiting the latest
calamity: our kids are
falling behind other coun-
tries’ students; evil health-
insurance companies won’t
cover pre-existent condi-
tions; a rare shrimp is in
that water. 

To justify their “sedi-
tious” legislation and not
allow a good crisis to waste
away, Adams and the fed-
eralists in the early Con-

gress pointed to the panic
occurring over the French
Revolution’s reign of terror
as justification to put
America’s enemies on a
deportation “list.” 

If a patriot like Adams,
who risked his life to sign
America’s founding docu-
ments, could be tempted
to get off the tracks and
encroach upon constitu-
tionally protected state
powers, what might hap-
pen with a collectivist who
seems to be restrained
very little by those docu-
ments? 

What might happen
with a president and his
bureaucracy whose modus
operandi is never to waste
a crisis – especially when
the restraint of having to
campaign for re-election is
gone? 

Jim Waters is president 
of the Bluegrass Institute. 

Reach him at
jwaters@freedomkentucky.com. 

Quite possibly, it may have
gone unnoticed to many in
Hardin County.

But there it was, on Page B2
of the Feb. 29 sports section of
The News-Enterprise: Norton re-
ceives Buckles Scholarship.

As a way to give back to a
sports program that gave coach
Terry Buckles and his family so
much over the 19 years that he
was the girls’ head basketball
head coach at Central Hardin
High School, the family is annu-
ally awarding a $500 scholarship
to be used for college to a senior
member of the Lady Bruin pro-
gram.

The program was established
last year — the winner this year
was Lauren Norton.

Buckles was Central Hardin
High School girls’ basketball.
When the school opened in
1990, he was head coach. It
stayed that way until he an-
nounced his retirement from the
game in 2009.

The gym floor is named after
him as well.

Along the way, Buckles, who
also spent five seasons leading
the East Hardin High School
girls’ basketball program, won
548 games, six region champi-
onships and earned a berth in
the 1996 state championship
game.

Now, he and his wife, Benita,
also a retired teacher from
Hardin County Schools, are giv-

ing back to the program that has
etched hundreds of fond memo-
ries in them and their family.

For the Buckleses, it was a
family affair for CHHS girls’
basketball. Their daughters were
involved in the program and
they all have shared smiles and
tears over wins and losses.

There’s an impact coaches
leave on student-athletes. Terry
Buckles left plenty on his former
players and now he and his fam-
ily are impacting student-athletes
they may not know nearly as
well.

The high cost of college can
be a challenge for many today.
This is a way for the Buckles
family to help ease some of the
financial burden.

The winners of the scholar-
ship won’t be just  those who
score the most points, grab the
most rebounds or skin their
knees the most. The criteria is
based on someone who has
made a positive impact on the
Lady Bruin program through ac-
ademics, leadership and citizen-
ship.

What the family is doing is a
wonderful thing for student-ath-
letes at Central Hardin High
School and is a tribute to the
kind of people Terry and Benita
Buckles are. They continue to
give long after the horn sounded
to end his coaching career.

Contributing
team member
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of their writers and are not intended
to reflect the views of the editorial
board. Submitted letters must be
original works directed to the editor
and submitted by the writer, and
address one topic. Personal attacks
are not allowed. Letters will be edit-

ed for clarity, length, grammar and
inappropriate content. Letters should
be 350 words or fewer and must
include the writer’s name, city of res-
idence and a telephone number for
confirmation purposes. Longer let-
ters may not be published. One let-
ter per month, per writer is allowed.

Submit letters to: 408 W. Dixie Ave.,
Elizabethtown, KY 42701; fax to
(270) 769-6965, or email to letters
@thenewsenterprise.com. Callers to
(270) 737-2205 must give their
name, city of residence and phone
number before leaving their com-
ments. Calls are limited to 1 minute.
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Email to letters@thenewsenterprise.com

JIM
WATERS

BLUEGRASS BEACON

Endorsement 
letter guidelines

The News-Enterprise editorial
board welcomes personal letters
from readers endorsing candidates
for public offices in the May 22
primary election. To accommo-
date as many letters as possible,
please follow these guidelines:

■ Endorsement letters will be
limited to 350 words or fewer;
only the first 350 words of longer
letters will be published. 

■ Letters must be written by
the person who signs them. Name,
telephone number and residence
are required for verification. 

■ Letters whose writers do not
respond to verification calls will
not be printed.

■ No endorsement letters will
be published after Sunday, May
18. No new issues can be intro-
duced in the May 18 newspaper. 

■ Space may be exhausted be-
fore late-arriving letters can be
published. Letters submitted by e-
mail may be published more
quickly. Letters may be submitted
in legibly handwritten, typed or
email form. 

Email to: letters@thenews
enterprise.com.
Mail letters to: Letters
The News-Enterprise
408 W. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

— Ben Sheroan, editor


