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",hlel Jan Egeland at RI-Kwamba in ~uthem Sudan. 

Dad-son talk, 
tweets key 

to viral video 
By JASON STRAZTUSO and 

RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
The Ao.ooci-.!ed I ...... 

KAMPALA, Uganda 
The young American 

boy sums up what his fa· 
ther does for a living: "You 
stop the bad guys from be· 
ing mean.~ 

Yes, the father says, but 
who are the bad guys? The 
child thinks, then offers a 
guess: ~Star Wars people?~ 

Though half a world 
away from this preschool· 
cr'~ American upbringing, 
the truth is far more sinister. 

The bad guys areJ oseph 
KDny and his Lord's Resis
tance Anny, a brutal Cen
tml Africa militia Ihat has 
kidnapped thousands of 
children and fon;ed them 
to bewme sex slaves, fight 
as child soldiers and kill 
family membent during a 
26-year campaign ofterror. 

The father-son conver
sation is part of a 30-
minute video that has rock
eted through cyberspace 
since its relea!le Monday 
on YouTube. It had been 
viewed more than 40 mil
lion times by late Thurs
day, propelled by celebrity 
tweets and fans on Face
book and Twiner, especial
ly teens and young adults. 

The video's premise is 
people here in America -
and the world beyond -
have the power to SlOp 
}(ony, if only they are will
ing to spread the word 
through the power of social 
media_ Called Kony 2012, 
the goal is to see Kony cap
tured by the end of this 
year_ 

The father, J ason Rus
sell, is the co-foonder of 
Invisible Children, an anti
LRA advocacy group, and 
the film's director. At one 
point in the film, he asks 

his son, GaVin, what he 
th inks should be done 
about Kony. 

~SIOp him," Gavin re
sponds. 

Then, in one of the 
video's many slick mo
ments, the boy's words arc 
quickly echoed by the 
prosecutor of the Interna
tional Criminal Court, 
where Kony is wa.nted for 
crimes against hwnanity. 

~Stop him, ~ Luis More
no-Ocampo says on cam
era, ~and (that will) solve 
all the problems." 

Despite an lntemational 
Criminal Court arrest war
rant and the deployment 
last fal l of 100 U.S. Special 
Forces to four Central Afri 
can countries to help ad
vise in the fight against 
!(ony, until now, few 
Americans knew who he 
W~ 

To th ose 99 percent, 
Russell poses this chal
lenge: Make }(ony and his 
crimes so ~famous~ that 
governments view it as im
perative the mission 10 cap--
ture him succeeds. 

CelebritiCll - and teens 
- have quickly joined the 
cause. 

~Even if its 10 minutes ... 
'Irust me, you N EED to 
know about thisl" tweeted 
Rhianna. 

"This is not a joke. This 
is se rious. TOG ETHE R 
we can t MakeAChange 
and # STO PKONY - help 
another kid in need!" J ustin 
Bieber tweeted. 

~Have supported with 
$'s and voice and will not 
SlOP," tweeted Oprah. 

Data collected by You
Tube show the video is 
most popular with boys 
and girls ages 13 to 17, as 
well as young men ages 18 
1024 . 

Questions 
Crop Insurance? 

Now is the time to buy 
crop insurance! 

Don't subject your 
c rops to the risks of 

Mother Nature. 

Call for an appointment to discuss 
your Crop Insurance needs. 
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u.s.: More work needed to stop 
youth from using tobacco 

By MICHAEL t'ELBERBAUM 
AP~\\'r;~r 

RICHMON D, Va. - More 
work needs to be done to keep 
young Americans from using tobac
co, including creating smoking bans 
(Old increasing taxes on tobacco 
products, the U.S. Surgeon 
General 's office said in a report re
leased Thursday. 

Almost one in five high school
aged teens smokes, down from ear
lief decades. but the rate of decline 
has slowed, the report said. 

It says it's particularly important 
to stop yowlg people from using to
bacco because those who start 
smoking as teenagers can increase 
thei r chances of long-tenn addic
tion. 1bey also quiclJy can experi-

enee reduced lWIg function, im
paired lWIg growth, early heart dis· 
ease and other health problems. 

More than 80 percent of smok
e~ begin by age 18 and 99 percent 
of adult smokers in the U.S. start by 
age 26, according to the 920-page 
report, which is the fil1ll compre
hensive look at youth tobacco usc 
from the surgeon general's office in 
nearly two decades. 

~IiI order to end this epidemic. 
v.'C need to focus on where we can 
prevent it and where we .:an see the 
most effect, (Old tllat's with yOWlg 
people," Surgeon General Regina 
Benjanlin said in a.n interview with 
The Associated Press. ~We want to 
make our next generation tobacco
free, and I think we can.~ 

1be report details youth tobacco 
usc, health impa(:ts, and tobacco 
marketing and prevention efforts in 
the U.S. Oftkials hope the infornla
tion will reinvigomte anti-tobacco 
efforts and spark publi.: activism in 
rerluong death and disease caused 
by tobacco usc. 

The report also rc<:ommended 
an ti-smoking campaigns and in
.:reased restrictions under the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration's 
anthority to regulate tobacco as oth
er ways 10 prevCllI adolescents and 
yOWlg adults frolll using tobacco. 

Benjamin did not point fingen 
on why youth tobat.:o usc .:ontin
ues in the U.s. Instead, she wants to 
see how the nation as a whole can 
best address the issue, she said 
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