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SPRINT CUP POINTS
1. Greg Biffle  

195; Leader

2. Kevin Harvick 

188; behind -7  

3. Dale Earnhardt Jr.   

178; behind -17

4. Tony Stewart   

177; behind -18

5. Martin Truex Jr.  

175; behind -20
6. Matt Kenseth

173; behind -22
7. Denny Hamlin 

171; behind -24
8. Clint Bowyer  

157; behind -38

9. Jimmie Johnson 

156; behind -39 
10. Ryan Newman  

155; behind -40 

If Dale Earnhardt were alive today, he’d be
60 years old and no doubt enjoying watch-
ing two of his grandchildren as they try to

follow in his racing tire tracks.
His 22-year-old grandson Jeffrey Earnhardt,

the son of Kerry Earnhardt, is running a mix
of Nationwide and Grand-Am races. The
Intimidator’s 11-year-old granddaughter
Karsyn Elledge, the daughter of Kelley
Earnhardt Miller and NASCAR crew chief
Jimmy Elledge, races Mini Outlaw karts on
dirt tracks in her native North Carolina.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. has watched his niece
race and is impressed with her ability and her
potential as a race driver.

“She does really, really good,” he said. “For
whatever reason, she’s got the speed to be
competitive, and she’s not scared of it at all. I
don’t know how she knows how to go around a
dirt track and drive sideways and all those
things, because she is just a little girl. But, she
knows. You know, she just knows.”

Earnhardt admits that he wasn’t exactly
expecting his little niece to be such a charger
on the race track. “I didn’t see it coming,” he
said. “But she is a lot of fun to watch, and a lot
of fun to listen to.”

He said Karsyn’s racing experiences are
paying other dividends, too.

“It has really changed her as a person, too,”
he said. “I think the best thing about it is for
her to get in there and do [it], that really
matured her as a person.” He said her racing
has taught her how to win; to learn how to
lose, and to do so with integrity.

“At first when she would lose, she wouldn’t
do too well with that,” he said. “She has
become a much better person for it.

“I think it has helped her out tremendously
away from the track, in school and everything
else. She has done a lot better.”

Jeffrey Earnhardt has run 10 Camping
World Truck and five Nationwide races in his
brief career in NASCAR’s top divisions, with a
best finish of seventh in last year’s truck race
at Daytona. He races a car numbered 15, as
his grandfather did while driving for Hall of
Fame car owner Bud Moore. But the younger

Earnhardt’s cars, fielded by Rick Ware, don’t
have the winning tradition of Moore’s.

Jeffrey Earnhardt also plans to race the full
schedule of the GT division of the Grand-Am
Rolex Series, and his next race on that circuit
is the March 31 Porsche 250 at Barber
Motorsports Park in Birmingham, Ala.

But he said on last week’s NASCAR telecon-
ference that his ultimate goal is a Sprint Cup
career, and that’s why he’s running both series.

“We are looking to doing a handful of
Nationwide races,”
he said. “We want
to do enough
where I can still
be a rookie next
year, because my
ultimate goal is to
make it to the
Cup Series one
day.”

Like his grand-
father and his
uncle, he also
enjoys road rac-
ing.

“That’s the rea-
son we did the
Grand-Am,” he

said. “But we are definitely going to keep
focusing on the NASCAR side of things and
try to compete in as many of those events as
we can and not go over the rookie status, but
also get as much seat time as I can.”

Earnhardt seems to fully understand that
it’ll take more than a famous last name to get
the ride he wants in NASCAR’s elite series,
and he appears ready to do what it takes to
get there.

“Seat time is my biggest thing,” he said. “I
feel like with a little more seat time and a little
better preparation, it’s just going to continue to
better me as a driver and eventually put me in
the Cup Series, which is my ultimate goal.

“The only way to get there is to take the
stepping stones just like everybody else to get
there, and Nationwide just has to be one of
them.”

NOTEBOOK

Stewart amazed by early wins

Most years, Tony Stewart doesn’t make an
appearance in the Sprint Cup win column until
the summer months, when the tracks get hot
and slick, conditions that play to his driving
style.

But his win on Sunday in a rain-shortened
race at Auto Club Speedway was his second in
the first five races of this season and his sev-
enth in the past 15 dating back to Chicagoland
last September.

Stewart said in his winner’s interview at
Auto Club that he, too, is amazed by his early-
season success.

“The history shows in the last 13 years we
have not had the strongest starts the first third
of the year,” the defending Cup champion said.
“I’m really, really excited about the start that
we’ve got going.

“We’ve been strong everywhere we’ve been.
Daytona was probably our weakest race, and I
know I made decisions trying to make things
happen, and didn’t work out, but it wasn’t
because our cars weren’t good.

“We’ve had top-10 cars and top-5 cars every
race this year after that.”

Stewart has been able to continue his win-
ning ways even as he switched crew chiefs, with
Steve Addington taking over for Darian Grubb,
who led Stewart’s team to the 2011 champi-
onship and now works with Denny Hamlin.

Addington said he’s joined a group of people
that knows what it takes to build winning race
cars.

“The group of people they have in place there
at Stewart-Haas Racing is just unbelievable,” he
said. “It’s just racers, guys that want to work.

“There are a lot of smart people that give you
support. You can ask a question and somebody
will have you an answer really fast.”

Addington said the addition of Stewart’s old
crew chief Greg Zipadelli to the Stewart-Haas
team has made a big difference, too.

He said Zipadelli sits in on the team meet-
ings with Stewart and Ryan Newman and their
crew chiefs at the track and helps both teams
find more speed.

“With Tony and Ryan in a debrief, he asks
the questions and opens your mind up to differ-
ent things,” Addington said. “That’s really cool
that he can sit back and watch the big picture,
what’s going on in practice and things, then ask
you questions.

“You go back and look at different areas of
the car and your setups and your notes and
stuff. That’s brought a lot to the table. I think
that’s helped us a ton, too, both teams.”

When Brad Keselowski won the Irwin Tools
Night Race last fall at Bristol Motor Speedway,
some said it was because he figured out how to
beat the system that measured speeds on pit
road, a system that has now been changed.

On Sunday, after he led four times for 232
laps in winning the Food City 500, there wasn’t
much to be said other than that he put an old-
fashioned whipping on his peers.

“The fall race was a great win, but when you
win one and people tell you it was a fluke, you
just want to drive that much harder to win the
second,” Keselowski said.

He said his No. 2 Dodge was a fast one, and
his crew made all the right calls.

“I told somebody before the race, ‘This is the
best race car I’ve ever had in Cup.’ And it
showed off [Sunday],” Keselowski said.
“Hopefully, we have more cars like this, and
we’ll win more races and continue to move the
needle forward.

“I’ve said in pre-season this year that the goal
here at Penske Racing is to win a Sprint Cup
championship, and that’s where we’re all push-
ing. One win certainly doesn’t achieve that, but
it’s a great step and we need more of these
steps.”
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Third generation of Earnhardts following in family footprints
Karsyn Elledge, 11-year-old granddaughter of the late Dale Earnhardt Sr., racing in her native North Carolina. (NASCAR Photo)

NEXT
UP...

Race: O’Reilly Auto Parts 300
Where: Texas Motor Speedway
When: April 13, 8:00 p.m. (ET)
TV: ESPN2
2011 Winner: Carl Edwards

SPRINT CUP CAMPING WORLD TRUCKSNATIONWIDE SERIES
Race: Kroger 250
Where: Martinsville Speedway
When: Saturday, 1:00 p.m. (ET)
TV: SPEED
2011 Winner: Johnny Sauter

Race: Goody’s Fast Relief 500
Where: Martinsville Speedway 
When: Sunday, 12:30 p.m. (ET)
TV: FOX
2011 Winner: Kevin Harvick (right)

NUMERICALLY
SPEAKING

Sprint Cup victories by Jeff
Gordon at Martinsville, top

among active drivers

Most lead changes in
a Sprint Cup race at

Martinsville (on April 3, 2011)

Points separating
Nationwide points

leader Elliott Sadler and fifth-
place Sam Hornish Jr.

Career Cup victories in
rain-shortened races by

Tony Stewart (Auto Club
Speedway on Sunday,
Michigan International
Speedway in June 2000, and
New Hampshire Motor
Speedway in July 2000)

31

7  

3    

54   

In the days following the stun-
ning reversal of most of the penal-
ties imposed on the No. 48
Chevrolet team for a rules infrac-
tion at Daytona International
Speedway, there has been much
speculation over how the decision
by NASCAR’s chief appellate officer
John Middlebrook will affect the
inspection process going forward.

NASCAR and its inspectors had
suspended crew chief Chad Knaus
and car chief Ron Malec for six
races, docked the team and driver
Jimmie Johnson 25 points apiece
and fined Knaus $100,000 for
improper modifications to the C-
post area of their car. Even after a
three-member appeals panel
upheld the penalties, Middlebrook,
without explanation, wiped out all
but the fine against Knaus.

NASCAR president Mike Helton,
at a press conference at Auto Club
Speedway, said the inspection
process isn’t flawed and won’t
change.

“We believe in our inspectors,” he
said. “We think that the decision
that was made [by Middlebrook]
supports the inspection process
because the elements of the penalty
that were upheld indicate that the
inspection process, or the inspec-
tors, did their job correctly … We
believe very strongly in our inspec-

tion process and are very proud of
it. So the inspection process is sta-
tus quo as we go forward.”

Helton was asked whether
Middlebrook, a former General
Motors executive, should have
recused himself because of his close
ties with Rick Hendrick, the owner
of the No. 48 Chevrolet, and a
major Chevrolet car dealer.

“Let me answer it this way,”
Helton said. “When we chose John
Middlebrook as our chief appellate
officer, we chose him based on our
experiences with him for several
years, his pragmatic approach to
business, and to his relationship with
race teams and with NASCAR.

“The reasons that we chose the

current chief appellate officer
haven’t changed. Our opinion and
our belief in our chief appellate offi-
cer haven’t changed.”

Helton also said that if the No.
48 shows up at the next restrictor-
plate race, at Talladega
Superspeedway in May, with the
same C-posts, that he’d like to see
his inspectors react in a similar
manner to what they did at
Daytona.

“I hope so,” he said.
With his points restored, and a

10th-place finish at Auto Club
Speedway (despite an oil leak just
as rain ended the race), Johnson is
now ninth in the Cup standings, 39
points behind leader Greg Biffle.

NASCAR’s Helton:  ‘We believe in our inspectors’

Gibbs keeps Fontana streak
When it comes to Nationwide Series races

at Auto Club Speedway, Joe Gibbs Racing
has the field covered. On Saturday, Joey
Logano drove the team’s No. 18 Chevrolet to
victory, starting on the pole and leading
eight times for 92 of the race’s 150 laps.

It was his team’s eighth-straight win at
the Fontana, Calif., track, dating back to
February 2008, when Tony Stewart started
the streak. Kyle Busch, who now campaigns
his own Toyota, has five of those wins and
Logano the other two.

Logano now has 10 career Nationwide vic-
tories.

Gordon questions car design
Jeff Gordon said last week that he wasn’t

all that mad at his Hendrick Motorsports
teammate Dale Earnhardt Jr. over the con-
tact between the two of them that knocked
Gordon out of the
race at Bristol Motor
Speedway. But he
does question the
design of the cars
that led to the cut
tire that sent him
into the wall.

Gordon said even
with slight contact,
the tailpipe on
Earnhardt’s car
lined up perfectly
with the left-rear
tire of his car, slicing the sidewall and deflat-
ing the tire.

“I don’t understand why the tailpipes are
even capable of getting to the left-rear tire,”
he said. “If that happens at a big, fast speed-
way then that’s a much bigger incident than
what that was.

“I’d like to see that addressed.”

Jeff Gordon
(NASCAR photo)

Jeffrey Earnhardt
(NASCAR photo)

Jimmie Johnson, left, talks with Chad Knaus while crew members work on the No. 48
Chevrolet during practice for the Daytona 500 on February 22. (NASCAR photo)


