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County's Rural
Property Shows
Huge Valuation

Farm property in Letcher
County is now worth, more
than $3,316,000, and rural hom-
es here and throughout the
state are in the best condition
in history, according to a re-
port just released by the Tile
Council of America.

More than 75 per cent of
farm dwellings in Kentucky
and the South are in excellent
condition or need only such
minor repairs as painting or
general maintenance, the re-pe-rt

revealed-- Only 61.1 per
cent were in good repair in
1840. The report was based on
Bureau of the Census surveys.

"The rise in farm incomes
and property values since 19-4- 8

has been accompanied by a
great increase in the number
of rural homes equipped with
such modern conveniences as
electric lights, tiled baths and
showers and running water,"
said F. B. Ortman, chairman
of the Council's residential
construction committee.

Electricity, for instance, has
gone into hundreds of thous-
ands of the nation's rural
dwellings since 1940, Ortman
noted. More than 59 per cent
of all homes now have electric
lights, in contrast to 31-- 3 per
cent in 1940.

More than 32 per cent of
rural dwellings in the United
States today "have running
water, and 20.1 per cent have
private baths, according to tl
Tile Council report. In 1940,
17.7 per cent had running
water and only 10-- 6 per cent
private baths.

Three Bullets End
Life Of Great
Spiritual Idol

New Delhi, Jan. 30 Moh-
andas K. Gandhi was shot to
death tonight by one of the
Hindus he led to independ-
ence.

The frail and wizened little
political and spiritual leader
was the target of three bullets
fired at close range at his
prayer meeting on the lawn of
the sumptuous Birla Mansion,
the estate of an Indian indust-
rialist who long supported
Gandhi. He was 78.

Police arrested the assassin
immediately. They said only
that he was a Hindu from
Poona. He was held incom-
municado at Police Headquar-
ters.

Sobbing bitterly, Gandhi's
personal secretary S- - Kalanam
told the Associated Press:

"Bapu is dead.''
Bapu is the affectionate

ume for Gandhi, meaning
fatner. To millions of his fol-

lowers he was known as Mah-atm- a,

or great-soule- d one. His
full name was Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi.

Death came less than a year
after he achieved " his lite'1-mai-

goal of independence"
from Great Britain for the
teeming subcontinent of India.
Paradoxically, however, Gand
hi considered his triumph t
failure because of India and
fcer 400,000,000 people were di-

vided into separate dominions
of India (Hindu) and Pakis-
tan (Moslem). The parition
resulted in bloody, destructive

ommunal warfare between
Moslems on one side and 1.

dus and Sikhs on the other.
It was in an effort to em

the bloodshed that Gandhi
undertook this month the last
of his many fasts. After fh
days in which he threatened
to starve himself to death,
Gandhi broke his fast Jan. If
on the '"pledge and counsel"
of friends in both dominions.
He said they had assured him
Continued On Page Eight

Institute Names Mines
For 47 Safety Awards

Pikeviile, Ky., South-Ea- st

Coal Company's Millstone
mine and the Boldman opera-
tion of the Utility Elkhorn
Coal Company were the safest
pits in their production classes
among members of the Big
Sandy-Elkhor- n Coal Mining
Institute last year.

For the field as a whole,
Institute Secretary A. D. Sisk,
said, 1947 was the second best
production-safet- y year on re-

cord- The best was 1945.
The Millstone mine, the sec-

retary said, a major producer,
had three injuries and lost 65
man-da-ys as a result of in-
juries during 1947. At the same
time it produced 221,413 tons
of coal. As the best in Class A
the mine will be awarded a
bronze plaque fqr safety when
the Institute convenes here
February 27.

Sisk reported the Boldman
mine, rated in Class B on the
basis of its 1947 production of
74,985 tons, also had three in-
juries and lost only 23 man-day- s.

Utility Elkhorn also will
receive a bronze plaque.

Production for the entire
Big Sandy district in 1947 am-

ounted to 11,677,263 tons. In-

stitute members reported 777
injuries of which 18 were fatal.
Thus production amounted
144,951 tons for each accident
and to more than 645,000 to
each fatality.

American Tells
Of Seizing Killer
After Gandhi Shot

New Delhi, India An Am-
erican by-stand- er told today
how he seized the assassin of
Mohandas Gandhi before pol-
ice took the man into custody.

The American who had gone
to Gandhi's prayer meeting,
identified himself as Thomas
Reiner, 833 Hope Street
Springdale, Conn. He gave this
account:

People were standing as
though paralyzed. I moved

them, grasped his (th
slayer's shoulder and spun
him around, then took a firmer
grip on his shoulder.)

'Royal Indian Airforce men
disarmed 'him and police took
him into custody. I did not see
him do anything to indicate he
wanted to kill himself, and I
don't believe reports he tr
to kill himself at that time.'

Clements Asks Raise
In Gas Tax

Frankfort, Ky., Feb. 3 The
new Democratic state admin--

j istration embarked todav on a
program to, raise $8,000,000
more a year in taxes. The
money would be spent on

j Kentucky's secondary and ru
ral roads.

Gov. Clements proposed that
the extra revenue be raised by
increasing the state tax on gas-
oline from five to seven cents
agallon. He said the increase

would cost the average Ken-
tucky motorist $10 more a
year, starting April 1. The
present tax has been bringing
in about $20,000,000 annually.

Meantime, the liquor-contr- ol

question popped .up. It
came in the form of a bill to
loosen Kentucky's local option
laws. Clements has taken no
stand on this issue. Legislative
session after session has been
aroused in debate on the

HOUSE SETS WHili FOR
TAX. REDUCTION

The Ways and Means Com-
mittee of the House of Repre-
sentatives approved Tuesday,
15-- 9, the Republican sponsored
tax reduction bill and passed
to the floor of the house
where it was approved.

'

Whether it will be one world or many small ones ... a world of plenty or
privation . . . and whether it will be led by wise men, humane and principled
depends upon the guidance . . the education . . . the ideals instilled in our
youth today. On their young shoulders will fall the mantle of leadership.
This week we pay tribute to the Boy Scouts of America citizens at work
and pledge our continued support to an organization which has produced
and will continue to give us men who are leaders ... IN THE HOME . . .

THE COMMUNITY . . .THE NATION . . . THE WORLD.

March Of Dimes
Contributions

The following contributions
to the March of Dimes has
been received since the last
issue of the Eagle:
Dr. D. V. Bentley $50.0f
Dr. Owen Pigman 15.00
Dr. Carl Pigman 10.0L
Herman Hale 10.00
Lewis Ammerman 10.0
Archie Craft 5.0
Ben P. Sergent 5.00
L. B. Goodwin
A. B. Francis 5.0
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Reed .... 5.0C
Steve Caudill : 5.0
W. H. Sergent 5.'
Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Cox .... 5.0f
W. F, Stewart 10.0'
Arthur Dixon 3.0
Bernard Banks 2.00
T. R. Collier 2.f
Herman Combs 2.00
Morgan Shoe Shop 2.0C
Mrs. Steve Combs l.Of
M. D. Lewis 1.0
M. D. Lewis 1.0"
R. R. Whitaker 1.00
Mrs. Roy Lewis 1.00
George Barnes 1.0
William F. Pratt 1.00
Employeees of South-Ea- st

Coal Co 143.20
Neon Lion's Club .v 23.00
Whitesburg Lion's Club 25.00
Sandlick Bible Class 25.00
Hemphill Lc-ca-l 15.f
Haymond Theatre 33.97

Due to bad weather the cam-
paign has been extended for
a few days.

Elihu Blair, 86
Is Called by Death

Uncle Elihu Blair, 86 died
suddenly at the home of his
grandson, Ralph Blair on Tu-
esday of this week. His wife
preceded him in death about
9 vpnrs nan. TTp ic uriirvivp? Kv
several children and a host of j

other close relatives and
friends. Funeral services
will be held at the home at

Custodians of Tomorrow's

Peggy Leach Initiated
Into Sorority

Rjt - vr .A

Peggy A. Leach, .daughter of
A. J. Leach, Whitesburg, has
been formally initiated into
Alpha Theta chapter of Delta
eta social sorority at the Uni
versity of Kentucky.

A graduate of Whitesburg
High School, Miss Leach is a
junior in the College of Arts,
and Sciences at the Univer-
sity. The U. K. chapter of the
sorority one of 60 national
chapters, was established on
the campus in 1923.

Collins Named on
Committees

Hon. Robert Collins has been
named on the following com-
mittees in the House of Rep-
resentatives for the 1948 ses
sion of the General Assembly.
The Honorable Robert Collins
is Representative from the
92nd District, which is com-
posed of Letcher County:

National Parks Chairman
Cities of Sixth Class
Labor
Mines and Mining
Oils and Minerals.

2:00 o'clock Thursday and
burial will take nace in the
family cemetery.. (Obituary
will follow in next week's
Eagle).

Worlcl ste
rn

House Approves
Teacher Increase

By a unanimous vote, the
House in the Kentucky Legis-
lature passed and sent to Gov.
ernor Earle Clements Tuesday
a $3,000,000 appropriation for
supplemental pay for teach-
ers. The measure carries an
emergency clause. It will be
come a law as soon as the gov-
ernor signs it. The bill was
passed by the Senate Thurs
day without a dissenting vote

The $3,000,000 will be shared
by the school districts during
the current year on a pupil
census basis. The amount go
ing to each district will be di
vided by the total number of
months teachers worked in the
district during this school
year. If a teacher works eight
months, she will receive th
monthly rate multiplied b
eight., .

The appropriation goes sole-
ly to teacher pay. None of it
will go to the equalization
fund which aids poorer school
districts.

GROUNDHOG SEES SHADOW?
Some people think the "hog"

saw his shadow, others are
skeptical. It all depends on
what hour of the day he came
out that is if he really came
out at all. So far we have
seen no one who can give us
the low down on just whether
he did or didn't. It our belief
that he was still sleeping and
waiting for a warmer dav to
fake hi9 appearance. If he
did come out he no doubt saw
the heaviest snow of the seas-
on and some of the most beau-
tiful snow scenes ever wit
nessed by any one. Every
thing everywhere really look-
ed beautiful.

Mr. D. W. Little and son
Jack of Whitesburg are quail
hunting in Alabama this week.

First Train Traverses
New Tunnel

Jenkins, Feb. 2 Engineer
H. L. Burpo, Jenkins veteran
of some 40 years with the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway,
grasped the throttle today and
thethe first train rolled
through the new $2,000,000
Pine Mountain tunnel.

The west-to-ea- st crossing
from the Virginia to the Ken-
tucky side of the border mark-
ed the completion of the tun-
nel itself, which was con-
structed to give access to the
rich coal field of Upper Pound
Valley, Va.

At the same time, railway
officials announced that esti-
mated reserves of coal in the
field totaled 300,00,000 tons.
Previous estimates had fixed
the total at 50,000,000.

The train, including Engine
No. 1456 and eight work cars,
traversed the 3,400 foot tunnel
without incident.

The railway announced
however, regular traffic would
not start until February 29.
Additional time is needed to
buttress bridges and wind up
other work on the 14-mi- le line
from Wayland, Floyd County,
which was a part of the pro--

ject
Eighteen months were re

quired for construction of the
tunnel, and the Western Con
struction Company of Sioux
City, Iowa, said that 84,000
cubic yards of earth were mov
ed--- " t A - - -

The train trip' was another
"first" for Burpo. He was at
the throttle back in 1912 when
the first work train moved out
of Shelby, Ky., on the Big- -

Sandy Elkhorn division of the
C. and O

Man Who Put
World On Wings
Dies At Age Of 76

Dayton, O., Jan. 31 Death
came to Orville Wright last
night 44 years after he put
wings on the world with his
first flight in a heavier than air
machine.

The
of the airplane died in his
sleep under an oxygen tent at
Miami Valley Hospital at 10
40 P. M.

Dr. A. B. Brower, his physi
cian, said Wright succumbed
to a lung congestion and coro-
nary arterioscelerosis, a heart
disease.

The world's pioneer aviator
entered the hospital last Tues-
day after suffering his second
heart attack of recent months.
He recovered rapidly from a
first attack Oct, 10, 1947.

The aged scientist took z
turn for the worst Wednesday
night when a lung congested
held staunchly for a few hours
early yesterday and then sank
slowly into a coma that pre
ceded death.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace A.
Wright and Mrs. H. S. Miller
of Dayton, nieces and a nep-
hew, were at his side at the
end. With them was a nurse
Delyle Myers.

First to send messages of
condolence were Gen. Joseph
T. McNarney, commanding
general of the air material
command at nearby Wright
Field, and Col. E. A. Deeds,
chairman of the board of Na-
tional Cash Register Co., and
the aviator's close friend.

General McNarney sounded
the note which most clearly
showed the international char-
acter of the slight little man
whose dreams turned into
reality within his lifetime.

"Our great hope," said Mc-
Narney, "is that through the
gife he gave the nation Am-
erica will be empowered to
maintain world peace."

Without Orville Wright's
Continued On Page Eight

i Employees of
Consolidation
Enjoy Banquet

Supervisory employees of
Consolidation Coal Company
(Ky.) from Johnson, Pike,
Letcher and Harlan Counties
gathered at the Lewallen Ho-

tel, Harlan, Ky., on Saturday
night, January 31st, for their
annual safety meeting. Some
of these employees traveled as
much as 140 miles in spite of
the severe winter weather to
be present at this annual af-

fair. Operating in several
counties, the company en-

deavors to hold the meeting at
a different location each year
to equalize the traveling dis-

tance of the employees. The
meeting began with refresh-
ments at 5:30 P. M, followed
by a roast turkey dinner- - Next
was a short business session
during which the safety rec-
ord for 1947 was reviewed by
Vice President, G. O. Tarleton.
S. M. Cassidy, President of
the company, addressed the
meeting briefly on accident
prevention and reminded the
men the saving effected by the
elimination of accidents would

'provide sufficient funds to pay
a nice salary bonus. The final
item on the program was a
delightful floor show, the tal-
ent for which was furnished
by Chester A. Lorch of Louis-
ville, Kentucky.

Howes Meade Intro-
duces Bill To Senate

Washington, Jan. 27 Rep-
resentative Howes Meade, ve-
teran of World War 2, on.
Tuesday, January 27th, intro-
duced legislation to paace the
veterans of World War I on
the same basis as to receiving
pensions as now provided for
Spanish-Americ- an war veter-
ans.

The bill was referred to the
Committee on Veterans' Af-
fairs, of which Mr. Meade is a
member, and will be given
prompt consideration by the
Committee.

The average age, Mr. Meade
pointed out of Veterans of
World War I is nearly fifty-fiv- e

and yet no provision has been
made to take care of their
needs and their disabilities
during their declining years.

Mr. Meade pointed out that
it is not the policy of the Go
ernment to make any distinc-
tion between veterans, regard-
less of any particular war in
which they served, and that
the Government owes the
same obligation to one group
as to another.

The bill as introduced by
Representative Meade, will
provide for payment for non-servi- ce

connected disabilities
at the rate of $28.00 a month
for 10 per cent disability; $36.-0- 0

per month for 25 per cent
disability $50.40 for 50 per cent
disability; $72. for 75 per cent
disability and $90 00 for total
disability.

And, furthermore the bill
provides for payment of pen-
sion at the age of 62 regard-
less of disability, at the rate
of $43.20 per month; at the
rate of $90.00 per month when
the veteran reaches the age of
65 years.

There is no age limit on the
disability provisions.

It is further provided that if
the veteran is unable to care
for himself he is to receive
compensation at the rate of
$120.00 per month.

The widows and orphans,
under the Meade Bill, would
receive $60.00 per month if l
wife was married to the veter
an before July 3, 1921; or
$48 00 per month if married
subsequent of that date. A
child, or additional children.
would receive $7.20 per month
if under sixteen years of age.


