
(AP) - Gov. Steve Beshear
says House Bill 1, the ``pill
mill bill'' he signed into law in
July, is working as intended.
Recently, the governor said,
``We knew that this bill would
have an immediate impact on
thwarting the abuse and diver-
sion of prescription drugs in
our state, and the statistics over
the last few months are already
showing progress.''
Oh? What statistics are

those? Does he have some hard
numbers that show drug abuse
is down or the illegal drug
trade has left the state? Those
were the bill's objectives, after
all. But the governor hasn't
produced any evidence that ei-
ther is taking place.
No, the statistics Beshear

refers to are these: Since July,
10 of the 44 pain management
centers in Kentucky have
closed and pain med prescrip-
tions in the commonwealth
have fallen between 6 percent
and 9 percent.

That doesn't prove the new
law is working. It more likely
shows that many people suffer-
ing chronic pain and other mal-
adies are not getting the
medications they need, either
because of reduced access or
because they refuse to submit
to mandatory drug screenings
that treat them like potential
criminals.
The numbers probably also

mean many conscientious doc-
tors have done what they said
they would do if the onerous
law passed _ stop writing pre-
scriptions for ``scheduled''
drugs. The new law lays ex-
pensive and time-consuming
requirements on doctors and
puts their licenses at risk if they
don't follow the new regula-
tions to the letter. Some physi-
cians view the requirements as
an invasion of patients' privacy
that pre-empts the doctor-pa-
tient relationship.
Meanwhile, the Kentucky

Department of Insurance is try-

ing to force insurance compa-
nies to cover periodic urine
tests for patients with long-
term prescriptions. After the
bill was signed into law, it ran
into a snag when some insurers
refused to pay for the manda-

tory screens because they are
not medically necessary. But
the state has declared the tests
necessary _ though for law en-
forcement purposes, not pa-
tient treatment.

FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP)
_ A panel appointed by the
governor to study tax reform
in Kentucky has rejected a
proposal to tax food at gro-
cery stores.
The idea was unpopular

with the 17-member Blue
Ribbon Commission of Tax
Reform, which dismissed it
as a burden on the poor. Con-
sultants said a 6 percent tax
could generate about $500
million each year.
``It's off the board,'' said

Lt. Gov. Jerry Abramson,
who serves as chairman of
the panel.
The Courier-Journal

(http://cjky.it/TznQC4) re-
ports the commission met for
nearly four hours Tuesday to
shorten a list of 96 recom-
mendations. Members also
voted to reject several other
proposals, including ones
that would raise the coal sev-
erance tax rate, remove the
property tax on airplanes and
give a tax credit to people
who home-school.
``I think we've made

progress, we've taken many
items off the board,'' Abram-
son said. ``... And I think
we're beginning to see rec-
ommendations on the in-
come tax and corporate taxes
come into view.''
However, he said major

decisions have yet to be
made as the panel comes
close to a Nov. 15 deadline to
produce a final report. It has
only one meeting _ on Nov.
8 _ before the deadline.
Abramson said he may ask to
have the deadline extended.
Beshear tasked the panel

in February with coming up
with a simpler tax code that
would generate enough rev-
enue to meet state needs.
After eliminating about 12

proposals on Tuesday, the
commission discussed the in-
dividual income tax.
John Williams, chairman

of Computer Services Inc. in
Paducah, said he thought an
income tax approach similar
to Indiana's should be con-
sidered.

Kentucky has different tax
rates for different income
levels and allows itemized
deductions; Indiana has a flat
rate and doesn't allow item-
ized deductions.
``I'm in favor of us going

to the postcard'' size for the
Kentucky tax return, he said.
Kentucky Center for Eco-

nomic Policy Director Jason
Bailey said he supports elim-
inating itemization but
warned against lowering the
rate of the income tax, which
is the state's largest source of
revenue.
``We need more money ...

and I think we need to look
at the income tax and a com-
bination of the things around
the income tax that poten-
tially do raise some rev-
enue,'' Bailey said.
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Pop Tab Collection a Huge Success
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entir
community for the help of collecting pop tabs.
My goal was 50 pounds and we collected over 150 pounds.

It also enabled me to accomplish my Gold Honor 
oud to be a part of such a helping and caring commuI am so pr

e turned into the Ronald McDonald House.. The tabs wernity
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I would also like to say a special thank you 
s of the Long T’’to the Rider

Honda in Paducah. These gentlemen ar
awesome.

Keep collecting those pop tabs. They can 
help out in so many ways.
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by Jason Paul
KPI Staff Writer

WICKLIFFE, KY – Billy
Hurt, of Wickliffe, is run-
ning for mayor of the City
of Wickliffe. Hurt has
worked with state and
federal government agen-
cies for the past 25 years
when he was employed
by companies that
worked on bridges and
highways. After this, he
worked for five years
with the labors local
water and sewer contrac-
tors. For the last six years
he has worked for Bass
Maintenance in conjunc-
tion with Westvaco. Hurt
is pleased that his em-
ployers are working with
him and will give him a
flexible schedule to work
with city business if
elected as mayor.
When Hurt was asked

why he is running for
mayor, he replied that he
wants to try to take con-
trol of some wasteful
spending. Hurt is all for
the Council members
wanting to clean up the
city. Hurt stated that some
of the Council member’s
water bills have been re-
duced and some of their

yards have been cleaned
up using city equipment
and he would like to see
that stop. He would also
like to see the city stop
using experimental speed
bumps. According to
Hurt, some of the speed
bumps are located at the
stop signs. He would like
to see the city vehicles
used for city business and
not for personal use. 
Hurt has several items

on his agenda that he
would like to accomplish
if elected as mayor. First,
he would like to see the
City of Wickliffe employ
its own police officer in-
stead of having the Sher-
riff’s Department patrol
Wickliffe. Second, he
wants to apply for grants
to get the sidewalks and
streets repaired. Hurt has
lived in Wickliffe all his
life and the sidewalks

have not been repaired as
of yet. Third, he would
like to see more items out
for bids for construction
and purchases. Fourth, he
would like to have the
River Front promoted
more. 
Hurt said his opponent

is talking about how he
(Hurt) wants to get a cer-
tain person back into the
city business. Hurt says
that is not true and he
doesn’t even know the
person that his opponent
is discussing.
Hurt’s wife, Cathy

Hurt, is owner of Cathy’s
Cottage, is running for
council member in this
election. When asked
about the ethics of having
them both elected and
serving Wickliffe, Hurt
replied that he had con-
tacted the Secretary of
State of Kentucky. The
State’s response was that
there was no ethical vio-
lation and to check with
the city. Hurt then con-
tacted the city, and they
said is no ethical viola-
tion.
Hurt stressed that just

like his campaign signs
state, “Have a voice,
Make a choice”.

by Jason Paul
KPI Staff Writer

WICKLIFFE - At the writ-
ing of this article, America
is experiencing the worse
storm to hit the shores of
our beaches since the early
1880s. On November 6, a
week after this historic na-
tional disaster that is ex-
pected to leave behind
more than 10 billion dollars
in damages, voters will go
to the polls to vote on what
some are calling, “The
most important election in
America’s history”. 
What do those two his-

torical events that have to
do with the little town of
Wickliffe and its local po-
litical races? Lynn Hopkins
believes he has the answer.
Hopkins, who was born

and raised in Wickliffe, and
is running for Wickliffe
City Mayor said, “Even
small towns have critical
issues to deal with and our
mayor needs to know how
to handle them.”  He is
convinced that the person
who holds the office of
mayor needs to be a “full-
time” mayor who is ac-
tively watching out for its
citizens at all times. He
says he will be that kind of
mayor.
Explaining his position

and qualifications, he said,
“I know that most people
don't realize how critical

the Mayor and Council de-
cisions are and how they
affect the citizen’s well-
being, but our small towns
are important.  The job of
the mayor is to protect and
manage the city assets,
manage the city employees
and its critical services and
to protect its citizens and
visitors. As a retired busi-
nessman, I am prepared to
give full attention to those
duties of the mayor’s of-
fice.
Hopkins feels his exten-

sive experience in banking
and finance will be an asset
to the City of Wickliffe. He
explained, “I have a strong
background as a Wickliffe
businessman and with my
experience in accounting,
finance, and management
of employees. I think that
experience will be helpful
in managing the City of
Wickliffe.  I have been a
member of the Kentucky
Community Development
Block Grant Board in
Frankfort (which gives me
experience with grants), as
well as a past-member of

the Ballard County Indus-
trial Development Board. 
“For 14 years, I served

as President of Citizen’s
State Bank, and have
served on two bank boards,
here and in Bethesda, MD.,
and as a commercial and
SBA loan officer. 
He further added, “One

thing I think that is very
important is that city coun-
cil members are properly
informed and their deci-
sions, as stewards of the
City of Wickliffe, are based
on good information. I will
do my best to give them
good information so they
can make good, informed
decisions that will make
our city run efficiently.”
Hopkins said it is impor-

tant to him that city em-
ployees, council members,
and the mayor perform
their duties in a profes-
sional manner. He stated, “I
have made no promises to
hire, or fire, anyone. If
elected, I will work to have
a responsible team and that
all council members be in-
formed and vote on all city
bid acceptances and essen-
tial matters.”
Hopkins said, if elected

Mayor of Wickliffe, he will
work for the citizens of
Wickliffe. He will manage
the cities money and em-
ployees in an ethical and
professional manner. He
added, “I will be a full-time
mayor which I feel our city
needs.”
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