
Keeping it
CLEAN

Sean Finch, foreground, works during the Brightside
Community-Wide Cleanup on Saturday.

C
lasping a rake, Maleva Chamberlain spread
fresh mulch across a tier of the amphitheater in
Central Park.

Rain was falling, ever steadier and harder.
Every so often, Chamberlain removed the water
from her glasses so she could see

the work before her.
Even then, she hardly stopped.
“I think you should try to take some re-

sponsibility for your own neighborhood,”
said Chamberlain, who lives in Old Louis-
ville.

She had plenty of company. An estimated
9,000 volunteers — including about 200 in
Central Park — picked up trash, spread mulch and did other
cleanup work on Saturday throughout Louisville for the
Brightside Community-Wide Cleanup.

The cleanup began the city’s Give A Day initiative that
runs through April 22, during which Mayor Greg Fischer is
urging Louisvillians to take up community service.

The Brightside cleanup was an easy way for interested

Darryl Huey cleans up at Central Park during the kickoff of the city’s Give A Day service initiative. PHOTOS BY AARON BORTON/ SPECIAL TO THE C-J

9,000 volunteer to help
Brightside spruce up city
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One of the longest ongoing
political debates in the United
States is whether people who
hold public office should be
limited to a set number of
terms.

The widespread public
perception is that politicians
stay in office too long.

Well, a look at the average
tenure of members of the U.S.

House of Rep-
resentatives
provides some
useful and
counterintui-
tive perspec-
tive.

You also
may be sur-
prised to see
that the Ken-
tucky and In-
diana delega-
tions histori-
cally have not

been among the longer-stay-
ing lawmakers.

That’s according to a re-
cent study by Smart Politics, a
nonpartisan site for political
news at the University of
Minnesota’s Humphrey
School of Public Affairs.

Comings and goings, rath-
er than stayings, are a staple
of the House, the study finds.

For example, 48 House
members who were sworn in
for the current 112th Con-
gress won’t be back next Jan-
uary, either because of resig-
nations, primary losses, re-
tirements, deaths or bids for
other offices.

“The amount of turnover
in the House has varied quite
significantly from state to
state across history, with the
difference between the long-
est and shortest average state
delegation U.S. House ten-
ures at nearly 10 years,”
Smart Politics reported.

And a survey of more than
10,000 members of the House
since1789foundthat theaver-
age tenure was 3.39 terms, or
about 6.8 years.

Kentucky ranks 41st
among the states in average
tenure. Since becoming a
state in 1792, the common-
wealth has had 340 repre-
sentatives with an average
tenure of 2.89 terms.

Indiana ranks 36th, with an
average tenure of 3.25 terms.
Since it became a state in1816,
Indiana has had 317 House
members, including its cur-
rent nine.

Some members of Ken-
tucky’s current six-member
House delegation are well be-
yond the state’s historical av-
erage of 2.89 terms.

» Rep. Hal Rogers, R-5th
District, chairman of the
House Appropriations Com-
mittee, is in his 16th term and

House
tenure
varies
widely
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ON THE WEB
For breaking news, follow us on
Twitter@JRCarrollCJ, on The
Courier-Journal’s Facebook
politics page at www.face-
book.com/cjpolitics, and on our
politics blog.
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Louisvillians in the poorest neigh-
borhoods have a lower life expectancy
than residents of the rest of the city.

Deaths from diabetes are two to
three times as likely in neighborhoods
labeled “food deserts” because they

lack groceries that sell fresh foods.
And middle-aged city residents who

earn less than $20,000 are more likely to
have heart attacks.

Those are among the documented
health disparities in Louisville. On
Monday, health officials will hold a fo-
rum to focus attention on how to change
neighborhood and work environments
to lessen those disparities.

The event is the Health Equity Sum-
mit II, presented by the Louisville Met-
ro Department of Public Health and

Wellness and Norton Healthcare.
C. Anneta Arno, director of the

health department’s Center for Health
Equity, said the forum will look beyond
the health care system to how other ele-
ments of the community can harm
health, and what can be done about
them.

As an example of a positive impact
on health, she cited an action by the
Louisville Water Co.

Health inequity fought
Summit seeks to end
community disparities
By Patrick Howington
The Courier-Journal

See HEALTH, Page B6

IF YOU GO
The Health
Equity Summit
II will be held
from 7:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Mon-
day at the
Muhammad Ali
Center, 144 N.
Sixth St.

HENRYVILLE, Ind. — About 40
volunteers from General Mills
fanned out across the area Satur-
day, planting saplings that will
one day replace some of the hun-
dreds of trees lost when a tornado
struck the small community
March 2.

Each year, volunteers from

New Albany’s General Mills plant
participate in an environmental
event.

“Traditionally it’s a park
cleanup or something like that,”
said plant manager John Cerve-
nak. “This year it was unanimous
that we wanted to do something
for Henryville.”

The Indiana Division of For-
estry donated 600 saplings for the
group to plant in the tornado-rav-
aged town and its outskirts.

Six teams spread out, toting
buckets of yellowwood, white
pine, cherry bark oak, white ce-

dar, Norway spruce and tulip
poplar saplings.

“It’s going to be a morale boost
for the citizens,” said Don Stump,
a state forester. “They need
something good right now.”

Employees from all levels and
all departments at General Mills
and a few family members
turned out for the event.

“Every one of our employees
was affected (by the tornado) in
one way or another,” said event
organizer and plant safety man-

Saplings planted to aid
S. Ind. town’s renewal
March tornado took
Henryville trees
By Jenna Esarey
Special to The Courier-Journal
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Don Stump, an Indiana state
forester, sorts saplings to be
planted by volunteers from
General Mills’ New Albany plant
in Henryville, Ind., on Saturday.
JENNA ESAREY/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

There’s been a lot of
discussion out west
about new coal ex-
porting facilities, par-
ticularly in Oregon
and Washington. Wyo-
ming coal producers
have apparently been
pressing for a way to
export their coal to
Asia.

BLOG
BYTES

MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from
reporter Jim Bruggers at
the Watchdog Earth blog,
www.courier-journal.com/
green
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