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Doris Day back in the spotlight
Iconic actress releases recordings just shy of 90th birthday

50 YEARS AGO
The Frankfort Ministerial 

Association called upon the 
community to recognize the 
inevitable ending of segrega-
tion in a resolution. The res-
olution asked the end of seg-
regation “consistent with our 
democratic faith and princi-
ples of fairness, and recom-
mend that all facilities and 
business establishments in 
Frankfort be made available 
to all people.”

Dr. Frank Dickey, presi-
dent of the University of Ken-
tucky, would be the principal 
speaker at the regular meet-
ing of the Frankfort Kiwan-
is Club. Herbert Liebman, 
chairman of the program 
committee, made this an-
nouncement. The club would 
meet at the Stagg Distillery 
Clubhouse for lunch and a 
tour of the plant.

25 YEARS AGO
Frankfort police said an 

81-year-old woman was held 
at gunpoint and tied up as her 
home was burglarized at 5:04 
p.m. Mildred Barnett of Mur-
ray Street told police a white 
male appeared at the front 
door of her residence holding 
a small handgun and forced 
his way inside; he asked her 
where the money was and 
she replied that there was 
none. The man pulled a tele-
phone wire out of the wall, 
then pulled a wire from a 
television, tied her hands and 
legs and placed her under the 
bed in the bedroom, accord-
ing to the police report. The 
suspect was described as a 
white male in his 50s, 5-feet 
10-inches tall.

TODAY IN HISTORY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Sunday, Jan. 8, the 
eighth day of 2012. There are 
358 days left in the year.

On Jan. 8, 1982, American 
Telephone and Telegraph set-
tled the Justice Department’s 
antitrust lawsuit against it by 
agreeing to divest itself of the 
22 Bell System companies.

In 1798, the 11th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution, 
which prohibited a citizen of 
one state from suing another 
state in federal court, was de-
clared in effect by President 
John Adams nearly three 
years after its ratification.

In 1815, U.S. forces led by 
Gen. Andrew Jackson defeat-
ed the British in the Battle 
of New Orleans — the clos-
ing engagement of the War of 
1812.

In 1912, the African Na-
tional Congress was founded 
in Bloemfontein, South Afri-
ca. Actor Jose Ferrer was born 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

In 1918, President Wood-
row Wilson outlined his 
“Fourteen Points” for lasting 
peace after World War I. Mis-
sissippi became the first state 
to ratify the 18th Amendment 
to the Constitution, which 
established Prohibition.

In 1935, rock-and-roll leg-
end Elvis Presley was born in 
Tupelo, Miss.
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LOS ANGELES – Along 
with Marilyn Monroe and 
Audrey Hepburn, Doris Day 
was one of the iconic actress-
es of the 1950s and ‘60s.

But nearly 40 years ago, 
she left Hollywood behind 
and moved to Carmel, Ca-
lif., after her CBS sitcom “The 
Doris Day Show” left the air-
waves after five seasons. She 
brought out a few albums, 
did a series with animals 
from Carmel (“Doris Day’s 
Best Friends,” from 1985-86), 
and appeared in a PBS spe-
cial on her life in 1991.

But just a few months shy 
of her 90th birthday, she is 
back in the limelight. Day 
recently released her first 
recording in 17 years, “My 
Heart,” and she’s been doing 
phone interviews to support 
the album, which features 
songs mostly recorded for 
the animal series, because all 
the proceeds go to her foun-
dation. The 1956 Oscar-win-
ning tune, “Whatever Will 
Be, Will Be (Que Sera, Sera),” 
which she introduced in the 
1956 Alfred Hitchcock clas-
sic “The Man Who Knew Too 
Much,” is being inducted into 
the Grammy Hall of Fame in 
February.

But even more important, 
the Los Angeles Film Crit-
ics Assn. has awarded her 
its Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Day will not be com-
ing to Los Angeles for the Jan. 
13 ceremony. But in an inter-
view last week from Carmel, 
she said that she was thrilled 
with the award, especial-
ly since her last feature film 
was the 1968 family comedy 
“With Six You Get Egg Roll.”

“It’s strange to me (to get 
the award) at this point in my 
life,” she said. “I can’t get over 
it.”

She said she has always 
felt comfortable in front of 
the camera, from her debut, 
1948’s “Romance on the High 
Seas,” which was directed by 
Oscar-winner Michael Cur-
tiz (“Casablanca”), through 
“Egg Roll.”

“I wanted to be in films,” 
she said. “I wasn’t nervous. I 
just felt, ‘I am here. I am sup-
posed to be doing this.’”

“I was so lucky to have 
such terrific actors and di-
rectors,” she added.

But film historian and 
writer Cari Beauchamp, who 
specializes in the history of 
women on film, and Los An-
geles Times film critic Ken-
neth Turan note that Day is 
often underestimated as an 
actress.

“People don’t take her se-
riously,” said Turan. “It  was 
a lifetime battle for Marilyn 
Monroe to be taken serious-

ly; that was a battle she won. 
Audrey Hepburn was always 
taken seriously. People are 
reluctant to take Doris Day 
seriously. It’s too bad.”

Though she was one of 
the most popular stars and 
recording artists of her day, a 
series of films in the late ‘50s 
and early ‘60s in which she 
played a thirtysomething 
virgin, often opposite Rock 
Hudson, tagged her with an 
image that still lingers.

“My favorite Doris Day 
line is from Oscar Levant: ‘I 
knew Doris Day before she 
was a virgin,’” said Beau-
champ.

“It is a joke, but it sort of 
isn’t,” she said. “I talk to peo-
ple about her and they tend 
to say she played the girl 
next door. And you look at 
her movies, particularly at 
the time of those films, and 
she wasn’t the girl next door. 
She always had a backbone. 
You look at films like ‘Pillow 
Talk’ and ‘Lover Come Back’ 
with Rock Hudson and she’s 
an interior decorator and an 
ad executive. She had ca-
reers. In ‘Teacher’s Pet,’ she’s 

a journalism professor.”
Turan loves her 1953 mu-

sical Western “Calamity 
Jane” because “her energy 
is kind of irrepressible. The 
one that surprised me the 
most, which was a very un-
usual film that doesn’t get 
seen a lot, was ‘Love Me or 
Leave Me.’” The 1955 musi-
cal drama with James Cag-
ney revolved around famed 
torch singer Ruth Etting and 
her turbulent marriage to a 
gangster.

“It’s a provocative film,” 
said Turan. “It almost de-
fines a kind of thing that you 
would say: Doris Day would 
never do something like that. 
But when we say that, we are 
thinking of the cliche Doris 
Day, not thinking of the ac-
tual actress who made inter-
esting choices and made in-
teresting films.”

Day also counts “Love 
Me or Leave Me” as a career 
highlight.

“I really loved working 
with Jim (Cagney),” she said. 
“The wonderful thing is that 
when you have someone 
like Jim to play opposite, it’s 

very exciting. You just feel so 
much from a man like that.”

She said she didn’t re-
search Etting’s life, but went 
by the script “and just how 
I felt and what I listened to. 
You react. It was so well-
written. ... It just comes out 
of you. I don’t know how to 
explain it.”

Day followed “Love Me 
or Leave Me” with another 
dramatic role in “The Man 
Who Knew Too Much.” She 
said that Hitchcock didn’t 
give her much direction, but 
when he did “he was always 
right.”

In discussing her film ca-
reer, Day also cited with en-
thusiasm the little-known 
“Storm Warning,” from 1951, 
which marked her first non-
singing role. She starred op-
posite Ronald Reagan and 
Ginger Rogers in a drama 
about the Ku Klux Klan. “I 
die in the end,” she said.

She earned her only Os-
car nomination for “Pillow 
Talk,” in which she played a 
New York interior decorator 
who shares her phone line 
with a womanizer (Hudson). 

The pairing was so suc-
cessful, the two teamed up 
for “Lover Come Back” and 
1964’s “Send Me No Flow-
ers,” which marked the first 
time they played husband 
and wife in a movie.

Though Hudson had 
been an established star 
for nearly a decade and was 
an actor Oscar nominee for 
1956’s “Giant,” Day con-
fessed she had never heard 
of him when they were cast 
in “Pillow Talk.”

“Isn’t that amazing?” 
she said, laughing. “I 
thought he was just start-
ing out. I didn’t know 
about all the films he had 
made. I just loved working 
with him. We laughed and 
laughed.”

Though Day had a com-
plex life with four failed 
marriages – her third hus-
band, Martin Melcher, 
squandered most of her 
fortune and signed her up 
for the “Doris Day Show” 
without her knowing it be-
fore his death in 1968 – Day 
is all sweetness and light in 
the short phone interview.

“My Heart,” her first al-
bum since 1994, was re-
leased in England in the 
early fall, where it entered 
the charts at No. 9, and in 
the U.S. last month, where 
it entered the top 100 on 
the Billboard charts.

Her son, Terry Melcher, 
who died eight years ago 
from melanoma, pro-
duced most of the tracks 
on her album, which were 
mainly recorded for “Doris 
Day’s Best Friends.” When 
the original recordings 
were recently found, Day 
thought her fans would 
love to hear the tunes. 
Some of the songs, includ-
ing “My One and Only” had 
been issued before on pre-
vious albums.

The album also features 
Day giving a heart-tugging 
tribute to her only child, in-
troducing the song “Happy 
Endings,” which Melcher 
and Bruce Johnson wrote 
and Melcher sings on the 
disc. “He had a wonderful 
voice,” she said wistfully.  
Day dedicated the album 
to him.

After Day moved to Car-
mel and dedicated much 
of her time to animal wel-
fare, Hollywood stopped 
calling. There was never 
an attempt to lure her out 
of retirement, as was the 
case with Cary Grant, her 
costar from “That Touch 
of Mink” who retired a bit 
earlier than she did.

“No one really said that 
– ‘Oh come back,’” she said 
matter-of-factly. “I was just 
here.”

Doris Day 
recently 
released  
her first 
recording 
in 17 years, 
“My Heart,” 
and she’s 
been 
doing 
phone 
interviews 
to support 
the album. 
All proceeds 
for the 
album 
will go to 
support 
The Doris 
Day Animal 
Foundation.
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Bargain Matinees Daily Until 6pm

Chakeres
Franklin Square Cinema 6

Toll Free: 800-668-4354
Frankfort ~ 502-875-9000

www.chakerestheatres.com

THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN (PG)
Sun 1:00, 4:00  |  Mon - Thu 4:00

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 4 (PG13)
Sun - Thu 7:00

THE GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATOO (R)
Sun 1:00, 4:45
Mon - Thu 7:00

SHERLOCK HOLMES II:
A GAME OF SHADOWS (PG13)

Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:30
Mon - Thu 4:45, 7:30

WE BOUGHT A ZOO (PG)
Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00
Mon - Thu 4:00, 7:00

WAR HORSE (PG13)
Sun 1:00, 4:45
Mon - Thu 7:00

ALVIN & THE CHIPMUNKS 3 (PG)
Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:00
Mon - Thu 4:15, 7:00
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