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Do you believe the legislature 
will authorize a referendum on 
expanded gambling? 
Yes ®  No ®
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote and return to
The State Journal.
Last week’s question:
Will the local economy improve 
in 2012? 
Yes, 39%  No, 60% 
Total votes, 184

WEEKLY POLL
Gambling vote 

More than $400 in 
coupons 

inside

Program aims to give young black men a boost
So far, 30 have signed up for Frankfort’s OWN, which offers study help, college info, more
BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Participants in a grass-
roots effort at Frankfort In-
dependent Schools hope 
their work gives black male 
students a boost for better 
lives.

The program they’ve 
started, Frankfort’s OWN 
– the acronym’s meaning 
is undecided – will provide 
those students a place to 
study, practice working in 
teams, meet role models 
and learn about college op-
portunities every Saturday 

during the school year.
The school district’s Di-

versity Coalition has want-
ed to implement such a pro-
gram for years, FIS Superin-
tendent Rich Crowe says.

Last year, 58 percent of 
African-American FIS stu-
dents passed state read-
ing tests overall, and just 48 
percent passed math tests. 
That’s compared to 74 per-
cent in reading and 69 per-
cent in math among their 
white peers. 

“This is a group of our 
(student) population that 

has a need we’ve recognized 
for quite a while,” Crowe 
said, explaining that state 
test scores have shown for 
decades that kids in poverty 
and minority students tend 
to struggle, and boys often 
fall behind girls academi-
cally.

“If you happen to be in 
all three of those groups – a 
black male that happens to 
be poor – you’re really be-
hind the eight ball, so to 
speak.”

More than 20 parents, 
teachers, administrators 

and others gathered in the 
Frankfort High School li-
brary last week to hammer 
out the details before the 
fi rst meeting Jan. 14. 

It’s open to all black male 
students in the fi fth through 
10th grades, with the expec-
tation that older kids will 
participate as they grow 
with the program. 

So far about 30 have 
signed up, Crowe says, and 
he hopes the program could 
grow to 85 in coming years.

“We hope we have every 
young African-American 

male in our district partici-
pating in this, and their test 
scores are the best in the 
state, and they have greater 
opportunities at postsec-
ondary education and ca-
reers,” he said.

The Frankfort Indepen-
dent Board of Education 
has offered $1,000 to get the 
program started. Kids may 
eventually be asked to help 
with fundraising efforts, 
Crowe said. 

Volunteers will run the 
Saturday sessions. Several 

See OWN, A11

A WARM WELCOME
With temperatures breaking 60 this week, many have taken advantage 

of the unseasonably warm weather. The spring-like trend 
continues today, with highs around 50. See A9 for more.

Avery Sanford giggles as she avoids a “tag” while 
at recess at Second Street School on the play-
ground Friday afternoon. Temperatures reached  
60 degrees Friday.

Thomas Borel plays walky-talky with his friends 
while at recess at Second Street School on the 
playground Friday afternoon. Spring-like temper-
atures will continue through the early week.

PHOTOS BY TRICIA SPAULDING

Ella Abney hangs upside down from the jungle gym while she plays during recess at Second Street 
School on the playground Friday afternoon. 

MORE PRESCRIPTION PILL PROBLEMS

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Frankfort woman facing 
an organized crime charge 
in an al-
leged pill 
ring was 
denied a 
request for 
house ar-
rest after 
she failed 
a  d r u g 
s c r e e n , 
v iolat i ng 
her pretri-
al release 
orders.

Jessica Poole, 34, tested 

positive for oxycodone dur-
ing a drug screen after her 
pretrial release from Frank-
lin County Regional Jail.

Franklin Circuit Judge 
Phillip Shepherd elected to 
hold Poole on violation of 
that release until the case is 
resolved.

Public defender Emily 
Wilkey said Poole was seek-
ing medical treatment for a 
toothache.

Wilkey requested Poole be 
released on house arrest and 
be available for random drug 
tests pending availability on 

Alleged Fla.-
Ky. trafficker 
fails drug test
Judge declines house arrest

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Frankfort man could 
serve six years after a jury 
f o u n d 
him guilty 
of three 
counts of 
t r a f f i c k-
ing in con-
t r o l l e d 
substanc-
es.

M a r -
lon “Bru-
no” Walls, 
40, who 
was jailed 
in early August, sat in his 
chair rubbing his eyes and 
forehead after he was found 
guilty for traffi cking 13 pre-
scription pills over the sum-
mer.

The jury returned the 
verdict in less than 40 min-
utes in the trial Friday be-
fore Franklin Circuit Judge 
Thomas Wingate.

“I think that’s fair,” Wall’s 
attorney Kelly Kilgore said 
after the trial. “I was seri-
ous when I said I respected 
their decision … justice was 
served.”

Walls was arrested Aug. 8 
after he was charged for traf-
ficking in pills on May 24, 
May 31 and June 24. 

The key witness through-
out the trial – and the topic 
of discussion during closing 
arguments – was Savannah 
Mathis, the confi dential wit-
ness for the Frankfort Police 
during the investigation. She 
was used during controlled 

Man faces 6 years 
for selling 13 pills

See COURT, A10

Marlon Walls

Jessica Poole

See PILLS, A10


