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Eli Pietrowski and J.T. Gentry drew the winning ticket for a three-
night stay in a cabin in Gatlinburg donated to the Music Alumni 
Association by Wayne and Judy Martin. The lucky winner was Guy 
Jones. The MAA is a non-profit organization formed to help promote 
music and the arts in the Corbin City Schools and in the Corbin 
area. Used instruments can be donated by anyone to the MAA and 
will be refurbished to be used by students in the Corbin School 
bands. For more information, contact Tim Bryant at 528-4191.
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Guy Jones wins three-night 
stay in Gatlinburg cabin
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In middle school 
teachers started to take 
notice of the potential 
that Jeffrey Barnett 
(Williamsburg) had to 
be successful. However, 
they also saw that the 
odds were stacked 
against him. Barnett 
had a rough home life, 
and the support system 
he needed was not 
there. One day a teach-
er recommended that 
Barnett become a part 
of the University of the 
Cumberlands 
Mentoring Program.

The university, in 
collaboration with 
Whitley County School, 
developed a program in 
1994 for college men-
tors to work with “at 
risk” middle school stu-
dents (mentees) before 
and after their transi-
tion from middle school 
to high school. The pro-
gram was seeking to 
identify potential ment-
ees who had the ability 
to be academically suc-
cessful, but due to cir-
cumstances (whether 
environmental, social, 
or economical) were 
considered “at risk.” 

“I see our mentoring 
program as a real 
opportunity for our stu-
dents to positively 
change the life of a 
middle or high school 
student (their ment-
ee),” said university 
Mentoring Program 
Director Debbie 
Harp. “If we helped one 
mentee stay in school, 
improve their self-
esteem, expose them to 
something they would 
not have been able to 
do and gave our sup-
port to them when they 
needed it, we have 
been successful.” 

Barnett joined the 
program when he was 
in the seventh grade 
because he figured it 
would be fun; he stayed 
in the program as a 
mentee until his high 
school graduation.  His 

mentor was John 
Blevins, a 2007 
University of the 
Cumberlands alum who 
went on to law school 
at the University of 
Mississippi before 
returning to the area to 
practice as an attorney 
in London. 

Blevins and Barnett 
were like best friends; 
Blevins’’s family even 
took Barnett to church 
for the first time. 

“Being a part of the 
program helped me 
grow…because it 
helped me open my 
eyes to the person I 
wanted to be,” said 
Barnett.  “I spent more 
time with John than 
what most mentees 
and mentors usually 
spent together.  He was 
someone I looked up to 
and could model after.”

After high school 
Barnett decided to 
attend University of the 
Cumberlands.  He had 
become familiar with 
the campus and classes 
as a high school senior 
when he took dual-
enrollment classes to 
get a jump start on 
credit hours.  “It 
allowed me to not have 
to go through a huge 
adjustment period,”  
Barnett said.  “I liked 
the class environment 
and had already earned 
12 hours from the uni-
versity.”

“The best part of 
being at UC is having 
teachers that are pas-
sionate about teaching 
and have enthusiasm 
for their jobs,” Barnett 
said.  “It makes for a 
better learning environ-
ment and lets you know 
they actually care.”

During his freshmen 
year at the university, 
Barnett became a men-
tor in the program 
because he wanted to 
share his own experi-
ence with someone else 
in need.  Since becom-
ing a mentor he meets 
his mentee every other 
week to hang out. 
When they aren’t 

together, they talk to 
each other on Facebook 
and on the telephone, 
and four times a year 
they go on trips with a 
group from the mentor-
ing program.

Barnett is in his 
senior year at the uni-
versity; in May he will 
complete a double 
major in biology and 
psychology with a 
minor in Spanish.  After 
graduation he plans to 
go to graduate school 
for clinical psychology.  
He currently has a 
19-school list of possi-
ble universities that he 
will attend, and of 
course Ole Miss is in 
the top three—because 
that’s where Blevins 
went.  Later in life 
when Barnett is com-
pletely finished with 
school he dreams of 
working for the CIA.

When asked what 
people should know 
about the program, 
Barnett explains that, 
“none of the mentors or 
mentees can be stereo-
typed.  The mentors 
are people who enjoy 
working with young 
people, and the ment-
ees are just good kids 
who are getting anoth-
er positive role model 
in their life.”
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Cumberlands student gives back
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Jeff Barnett and his mentee enjoy a recent trip with the Mentoring Program on the Kentucky Dinner 
Train in Bardstown.

Ronnie L. Bowling Jr., of Corbin, has achieved his fifth mention to 
the Chase School of Law Dean’s List. According to Dennis R. 
Honabach, Dean of the Law School, “Ronnie Bowling Jr. again has 
achieved the honor of being named to the Chase College of Law 
Deans List. Enormous dedication and commitment is required to 
sustain such a high level of academic performance in such a chal-
lenging educational program.” Bowling, who is scheduled to gradu-
ate in May, is a 2005 graduate of Corbin High School and 2009 
graduate of the University of the Cumberlands. He is the 24-year-
old son of Ron and Donna Bowling.
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