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STUDENT GIVES BACK
W’burg native becomes part of Univ. of the 
Cumberlands Mentoring Program. See PAGE 15

JIM WATERS
SEE PAGE 4

DIAMOND RATINGS DEBUT
Corbin opens up at No. 1 for the boys while 
South Laurel leads the girls. SPORTS, PAGE 6
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SHARING THE 
SPOTLIGHT
FOR MORE, SEE NASCAR INSIDER   PAGE 8

It seems that throughout his NASCAR

career, Matt Kenseth’s accomplishments

have a way of getting overshadowed by

other events.

In 2000, his rookie year in the series now

known as Sprint Cup, he won the Coca-Cola

600 and rookie of the year honors, but most of

the attention that year went to the driver who

finished second in the rookie standings, one

Dale Earnhardt Jr.

Kenseth’s 2003 Cup championship is

remembered more than anything for the way

he won it – by dominating the points race for

much of the season – and for what it brought

h for the Sprint Cup.
500 tri b king from Ford for a

NOTEBOOK

Hamlin, team soar in Phoenix 

Denny Hamlin’s victory in the Subway Fresh

Fit 500 at Phoenix International Raceway gave

him a measure of redemption at the same track

where his 2010 championship bid was derailed

by a fuel-mileage finish that saw him lose a race

he’d dominated, when he had to stop for fuel and

eventual champion Jimmie Johnson didn’t. And

it was a big win for his crew chief Darian Grubb,

who was fired by Stewart-Haas Racing even as

he led Stewart to the Cup title.

But both Grubb and Hamlin took the high

road in their post-race interviews.

“I guess you could say it is a little bit of vindi-

cation, but I really don’t think that way,” Grubb

said. “I feel like I came into a very good situation.

[Former crew chief] Mike Ford built one heck of a

team here with the 11 car, and the FedEx Toyota

is obviously really strong, Joe Gibbs’ organization

is very strong.”

Hamlin, who also took the points lead after a

free fall, points-wise, at the end of last year, said

the fact that the defending champion crew chief

chose him was a big boost in itself.

“When he has faith in me that he feels like he

can win a champi-

onship with me, after

all the choices he had

in the off-season, that

gives me a lot of confi-

dence,” Hamlin said,

adding that he expects

the winning to contin-

ue as he and Grubb

get to know each other

even better.

“It’s still going to

build,” he said. “I hon-

estly feel like it’s going

to be realistically two

months before we’re

totally clicking and

knowing exactly what each other is saying and

talking about.

“So to have success early tells me that we’ve

obviously got a good pairing here.”

Hamlin also appears to have worked on his

racing focus during the off-season, a stretch that

saw him spend time in the Phoenix area working

on his golf game and other non-racing activities.

“That’s what I needed to improve myself, and I

was just as weak a link as anyone last year with-

in our program,” he said. “What I needed to do to

make myself better is what I did, and that was

just get away and not even think about racing for

a while.
“But when it came time to get to the race

track, my focus is solely on winning races and

winning a championship, and I’ll do anything it

takes to do that. It’s just my way of doing things.

It’s what I needed to do to improve my driving

and my focus.”

Sadler has 1st big win since ‘04 

F the second straight week, a Nationwide

i field that included

By RICK MINTER / Universal Uclick

By RICK MINTER / Universal Uclick

His victories often overshadowed, Kenseth takes it in stride

2012 Daytona 500 winner Matt Kenseth (right)

appears last week on The Tonight Show with

host Jay Leno. (NASCAR photo) Denny Hamlin

(NASCAR photo)

Thursday in San Francisco, Calif. (NASCAR photo) 

Sharing the
spotlightSharing the
spotlight

NEXT
UP...

Race: Sam’s Town 300

Where: Las Vegas Motor Speedway

When: Saturday, 5:00 p.m. (ET)

TV: ESPN 2

2011 Winner: Mark Martin
SPRINT CUP

CAMPING WORLD TRUCKS

NATIONWIDE SERIES Race: Kroger 250

Where: Martinsville Speedway

When: March 31, 1:00 p.m. (ET)

TV: SPEED

2011 Winner: Johnny Sauter

Race: Kobalt Tools 400

Where: Las Vegas Motor Speedway

When: Sunday, 2:30 p.m. (ET)

TV: FOX
2011 Winner: Carl Edwards (right)

TTIIMMEES-S-TTRRIIBBUUNNEE

SATURDAY’S WEATHER
Sunny.
HIGH 61° | LOW 36°

BY JEFF NOBLE

STAFF WRITER

“The show must go on,” 
and it did for the Corbin 
High School Thespian 
Society during the past 
week.

After last Friday’s ben-
efit performance of the 
play “Paul’s Case” was 

postponed due to the 
severe storms, the 
school’s theater group had 
the show held the next 
night at the Betty 
Hamilton Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Admission was free. All 
they asked for was a dona-
tion of whatever those who 

came could afford, to help 
send the players and crew 
to this week’s 
Southeastern Theatre 
Conference (SETC) com-
petition, now underway in 
Chattanooga, Tenn

Their goal was $8,000. 
When the show was over, 
the final total came to 

more than $9,000. 
After some delays, the 

crew left Corbin High 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m., 
and arrived in 
Chattanooga that night 
ready to take to the stage 
for the weekend.

GOING
SOUTH

TO BREAK A LEG

PHOTOS BY JEFF NOBLE

ABOVE: Pumped up to rock the house in Chattanooga, Tenn. this weekend, students from the Corbin High School theatre program take off 
Wednesday for the Southeastern Theatre Conference competition, where their play, “Paul’s Case,” will be performed. Giving the thumbs-up is 
Schann Mobley, the school’s theatre director. AT TOP: Taking them to Chattanooga is Rose Cannon, who takes off her shades and waves before the 
Corbin High School theatre group heads south down I-75. It is a special trip for “Rosie” who will retire at the end of the school year after working 
as a bus driver for the district for 21 years.

Corbin High group in Chattanooga for Southeast theater competition

SEE THEATER, PAGE 3

EAST BERNSTADT TORNADO BRIEFSEAST BERNSTADT TORNADO BRIEFS
TIMES-TRIBUNE STAFF REPORT

PORTION OF US 25 CLOSED 
Beginning today (Thursday), US 

25 north of London will be closed 
from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily for 
one-half mile beginning at the 19 
mile marker, according to Kentucky 
State Police Post 11-London. 

The closure, which will allow 

crews to repair storm damage and 
clean up, will continue through 
Sunday.

The road remain open during the 
evening and night time hours.

Police urge drivers in the area to 
exercise caution due to possible 
traffic congestion.

IRS DEADLINES EXTENDED FOR 

STORM VICTIMS
Laurel County residents affected 

by Friday’s tornado could have their 
Internal Revenue Service filing 
deadlines extended. 

Those who reside or have a busi-
ness in the area affected by the storm 
will have deadlines that originally 

SEE TORNADO, PAGE 3

Kentucky First Lady Jane Beshear reads “The 
Squeaky Door” by Margaret Read MacDonald 
Thursday to a rapt audience at Laurel County 
Public Library. Beshear is a long-time literacy 
advocate who encourages children and adults to 
set time aside to read every day. She also encour-
ages parents to read to their children as a way to 
foster a love of reading at an early age. Her visit to 
Laurel County Library was part of visits made dur-
ing Kentucky Literacy Celebration Week. To learn 
more about this celebration, visit www.kentuckylit-
eracy.org. 

PHOTO BY BECKY KILLIAN

First Lady Beshear 
visits Laurel Library

BY JEFF NOBLE, STAFF WRITER

Following the footsteps of other 
communities in the region, the 

City of Barbourville walked closer to 
passing an ordinance banning the sale 
and use of synthetic marijuana 
Thursday night.

With strong urging from Barbourville 
Mayor David Thompson, Council 
Members Jane Skidmore, Gary Williams, 
Wilma Barnes and Jason Lake voted in 
favor of the ordinance’s first reading. 
The ordinance would make a person 
using synthetic marijuana in the city 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and would be 
fined a maximum of $500 and/or a 
12-month jail sentence for each offense.

The ordinance’s second reading is 
set for the next council meeting in April. 
If passed, the ordinance will go into 
effect immediately. If that happens, 
Barbourville will join Knox, Laurel and 
Whitley counties, as well as the City of 
Corbin, which have ordinances banning 
the sale and use of synthetic marijuana 
products — some being sold under the 
name of bath salts.

Current budget amended 
to reflect revenue loss

B’ville closer 
to synthetic 
marijuana ban

SEE B’VILLE, PAGE 3


