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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Victoria Jent, 15, Hopkinsville
While others may shy

away from the stage, Victoria
Jent flocks to it.
“I just like it, this is like my

adrenaline,” Victoria said. “I
like the rush and I get
pumped up and excited
about it.”
Victoria said she enjoys

singing and dancing as well
and hopes in the future to
help develop the passion for

the per-
forming
arts in chil-
dren.
“The Mis-

souri Chil-
dren’s The-
ater goes
on the
road and they talk to chil-
dren on the road and teach
them to do this kind of

stuff,” Victoria said. 
When not on stage Victo-

ria also spends her time on
the volleyball court at Her-
itage Christian Academy or
hanging out with her
friends.

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Volunteer group
The Day Friends of the 
Library set to restart.
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or follow us on Twitter:
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THURSDAY

County expects
low turnout 
in primaries

BY CARLA JIMENEZ
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

The Kentucky primary elections are fast ap-
proaching, and for the candidates running in
contested races, the election brings a mix of  ex-
citement and anticipation. How-
ever, the primaries don’t
seem to be inspiring the
same kind of  enthusiasm
among potential voters.
The Christian County

Clerk’s Office expects a
low turnout for the May
22 primaries this year.
Melinda Humphries, elec-
tion coordinator and deputy
clerk, said primaries always have a lower
turnout than the general election does, but this
year’s primaries have a small ballot, which does
little to energize voters.
“Really, it all depends on the ballot itself, what

there is to vote for,” Humphries said. “The
smaller the ballot, the lower the turnout.”

SEE PRIMARIES, PAGE A4

2012 PRIMARY 
ELECTION COVERAGE

Local hospitals seek 
to reduce readmissions,
early elective deliveries

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Several local hospitals recently joined the
Kentucky Hospital Association’s new quality
improvement program.
The program aims at reducing preventable

readmissions and hospital-acquired illnesses
and to prevent early elective deliveries, accord-
ing to a KHA news release.
Jennie Stuart Medical Center, Trigg County

Hospital, Cumberland Hall Behavior Health
Services and Trover Health System are all par-
ticipating. Trover, a nonprofit like Jennie Stu-
art based in Madisonville, provides services in
Christian County.
KHA developed a network to help the hospi-

tals share information from research and pilot
projects. It will focus on 10 areas, including in-
juries from falls and immobility, pressure ul-
cers, surgical site infections and
ventilator-associated pneumonia, according to
KHA’s release.
Hospital associations in 32 other states have

launched similar initiatives. One hundred of
Kentucky’s 131 hospitals signed up, giving the
state one of  the highest participation rates.

SEE HOSPITALS, PAGE A4

Murder defendant seeks dismissal

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A jail inmate used by detec-
tives as a confidential inform-
ant should be cause enough to
dismiss the murder charge

against Tremel J. Smith, de-
fense attorneys argued
Wednesday morning.
Smith, 45, is accused of

killing Susan James in 2009.
Her body was found partially
naked with head wounds, be-

side Christian Quarry Road
near the Pen-
nyrile Parkway
overpass.
On May 19, the

jail informant
was wired with
a microphone by
local detectives
and officers of
the Bureau of
Alcohol Tobacco
and Firearms. They sent him
to talk to Smith in the Chris-

tian County Jail library, ac-
cording to court records. He
was instructed to talk with
Smith for no more than two
hours and to “hopefully do
some conversation about the
crime,” the defense said in
their motion. 
At the time, Smith was rep-

resented by attorneys Cherie
Reidel and Craig Newbern Jr,
neither of  whom knew about
the operation, they said.
The wiring of  the inmate

showed “bad faith” on the
part of  the commonwealth
and law enforcement agencies
and should be ruled govern-
mental misconduct, Newbern
said.
As a result, the indictment

against Smith should be dis-
missed, or at least, the in-
mate’s statements should be
excluded from court record,
Newbern said.

SEE MURDER, PAGE A4

Attorneys: State acted in bad faith
when wiring jailhouse informant

Smith

Little River
Days kicks

off today
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Participants and attendees of the Hopkinsville High School 2012 graduation stand during the playing of
the national anthem Wednesday afternoon at the Stadium of Champions.The class 

of 2012
FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Five-hundred twenty-three stu-
dents from Christian County
High School and Hopkinsville
High School received their diplo-
mas in two ceremonies Wednes-
day at the Stadium of
Champions.
The graduating seniors from

Hopkinsville High School re-
ceived their diplomas first at a 5
p.m. ceremony. 
The class included nine vale-

dictorians — Hunter Carter,
Mallory Perkins, Amy Shelton,
Christiane Soldo, Abbigail Pace,
Sarah Pinson, Hannah Snyder,
Jerome Soldo and Stanley Un-
fried. Megan Ridenour was the
salutatorian.
Introduced by class president

Jerome Soldo, Levi Peterson, a
former assistant principal at
HHS, delivered the commence-
ment address.
During an 8:30 p.m. ceremony,

Christian County’s class of  2012
was awarded degrees. Kristin
Yohowas announced as the vale-
dictorian, and Madelyn Pelletier
was the salutatorian.
Introduced by class president

Ka’Dessa Snorton, Michael
Stevenson, CCHS principal, gave
the commencement address.

Graduation

COMING FRIDAY:
Check the New Era for coverage
of Heritage Christian Academy’s

graduation ceremony

On the Web:
For more photos from the Christian
County High School and Hopkinsville
High School graduation ceremonies,
go to www.kentuckynewera.com

ON THE PROWL
Hoptown’s Perkins in
search of state tennis title 

PACS director
New leader appointed 
after former one retires.
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Trever Gernon receives his diploma from CCHS Principal Mike Stevenson as Stevenson gazes toward the
bleachers at a thundering crowd of graduates’ friends and family.


