
A Knox County man 
and woman arrested in 
connection with an armed 
robbery at Family Dollar 
Store in Middlesboro will 
soon be facing robbery 
charges in Laurel and 
Knox counties as well.

According to Laurel 
County Sheriff John Root, 
Michael Paul North, 34 
and Michelle Murphy, 37, 
both of Flat Lick, have 
both been implicated 
in the robbery at Mac’s 
Fillin Station on U.S. 25 
in Lily on Dec. 29.

“She has confessed to 
the robbery Fillin Station 
robbery,” said Laurel 
County Sheriff’s Public 
Affairs Officer Gilbert 
Acciardo. 

The duo was arrested 
Saturday in Middlesboro 
in connection with a rob-
bery at the Family dol-
lar in Middlesboro and a 
Christmas Eve robbery 
at the Family Dollar in 
Pineville.

Accord ing  to  Bel l 

See ARREST, page A-7

A Williamsburg man, who was 
arrested in late 2004 for allegedly 
driving while drunk, had his charg-
es dismissed Monday afternoon in 
Whitley District Court.

About 10:24 p.m. on Dec. 30, 
2004, Kentucky State Police 
Trooper Gary Martin charged 
Jimmy W. Gray, who was 49 years 
old at the time, with driving while 
under the influence of alcohol/drugs 
and carrying a concealed weapon.

District Judge Cathy Prewitt dis-
missed the charges Monday after-
noon. The court docket notes that 

the reason for the dismissal was that 
the arresting officer failed to appear 

See DISMISSED, page A-10
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Redistricting bill would split Whitley
Republican leaders are criticizing a plan to change 
Congressional districts - A-9.

Forum to discuss smoking issues
A public forum to discuss smoking is scheduled to 
take place in Williamsburg Thurs. - Page A-3
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Williamsburg tops Corbin for 
fi rst time in 14 years

Local soldier killed in 
Afghanistan  — Page A-3

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com ❛❛ All I can tell you is, 

I didn’t get a subpoena. 
If I got subpoenaed, I 

would have had to have 
been there …❜❜
— GARY MARTIN

RETIRED KSP TROOPER

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnews-

journal.com

Seven hit in one night this past weekend

White, Hodge first 
to file for city race

Photos by TRENT KNUCKLES
Hong Kong connection: Ten students from Taoist Ching Chung Primary School in Hong Kong are currently 
visiting Corbin Intermediate School as part of a student exchange program overseen by Eastern Kentucky 
University. Above, Michelle Ma, Owen Wong and Bonnie Chan pose for a photo in the school’s library toward 
the end of the school day Monday. The group of students, ranging from 9 to 11-years-old, are all staying 
with host families locally and will be in town through the rest of the week. Below, Corbin Intermediate School 
Principal Bill Jones works with Bryce Ming, Vice Principal of Taoist Ching Chung Primary on an Internet based 
assignment for Ming’s students back home in Hong Kong. Below right, a student performs Tai Chi for members 
of the Southern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Tuesday.

Laurel and Knox County deputies 
and Barbourville and London Police 
are searching for the individual(s) 
who went on a stealing spree at 
seven area churches Saturday night.

The churches hit include Wings 
of Victory Church in North Corbin, 
Candle Ridge Baptist Church and 
Living Waters Pentecostal Church, 

both near Gray, Laurel Chapel 
Church on Ky. 192, Hawk Creek 
Baptist Church on Ky. 80 Parkway 
Praise Church in London and East 
Barbourville Baptist Church.

“We don’t know for certain that 
the burglaries are connect, but given 
that they all happened on the same 
night and in the same manner, it is 
pretty easy to draw that conclusion,” 

See BURGLARIES, page A-10

Rockholds man allegedly 
sodomizes fellow inmate

A Whitley County Detention 
Center inmate is facing a felony 
charge for allegedly trying to sod-

omize another jail inmate.
At 5:48 p.m. on Jan.  3, 

Kentucky State Trooper Les 
Moses served inmate David A. 

See SODOMY, page A-10

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com

Photo by TRENT KNUCKLES
Safety check: Whitley County Second District Constable Ron Bowling 
checks Steele’s Chapel Church Monday night following reports of numerous 
church burglaries in the area in the last week. Bowling said he checks all 25 
churches in his district regularly to help deter theft.

Seven-year-old 
DUI case thrown 

out by judge

A cultural education …

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

Two people have filed to be can-
didates for this year’s Corbin City 
Commission, but several other intrigu-
ing potential candidates are taking a 
wait-and-see approach before throw-
ing their hat in the political ring.

Joe “Butch” White, the only cur-
rent City Commissioner to file for 
re-election so far, said Tuesday that 
he’s seeking a second term in office 
because there are “still a lot of things 
to do.”

“I feel like I’ve accomplished 
some major goals my first year, but 

there’s a lot of things on the table 
right now that need to be finished 
up,” White said. “We want to restore 

See COMMISSION, page A-7

Incumbents, newcomers also mulling options
■ By Trent Knuckles

tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

Knox couple 
arrested for 

string of local 
robberies

Arresting officer never notified

Churches targeted in 
wave of burglaries

White Hodge

Civil rights lawsuit against 
W’burg may be dismissed

The trial in a lawsuit against 
Williamsburg and the Williamsburg 
Police Department filed by a woman 
who claims officers detained her 
without cause and then probed inside 
wounds in search of hidden drugs, 

has been continued while a federal 
judge hears arguments on whether 
parts of the case against the City of 
Williamsburg should be dismissed.

The trial in the lawsuit filed by 
Kimberly Perkins in May 2009, 
was scheduled to begin Monday. 

See PERKINS, page A-7

■ By Dean Manning
dmannning@corbinnewsjournal.com

For complete details Section CSection C


