
CINCINNATI (AP) — Fool
me once, the saying goes. But
50 times? That’s what a con-
vincing art forger did for
nearly three decades when
he donated his copies of Pi-
cassos and other works of art
to unsuspecting museums in
20 states.

Mark A. Landis, who has
dressed as a Jesuit priest or
posed as a wealthy donor
driving up in a red Cadillac,
apparently never took money
for his forgeries and has
never been arrested.

Now his “works” have
been collected into their own
tongue-in-cheek exhibit,
called Faux Real and opening
on April Fools’ Day at the
University of Cincinnati.

Educating people about
forgery and letting people
know about Landis “is the
only way to stop him,” said
Mark Tullos, director of the
Paul and Lulu Hilliard Uni-
versity Art Museum in
Lafayette, La., which was
duped in 2010 with a dona-
tion of a painting supposedly
by American Charles Court-
ney Curran.

Landis creates works in oil,
watercolor, pastels, chalk, ink
and pencil, making most of
his copies from museum or
auction catalogs that provide
dimensions and information
on the originals.

He sometimes bestows
gifts under different names,
such as the Father Arthur
Scott alias used at Hilliard. In
that case, he told officials that
his dead mother had left
works including Curran’s oil-
on-wood painting “Three
Women” and that he was do-
nating it in her memory.

Tullos said museum em-
ployees became suspicious
when Landis kept changing
the subject under question-
ing. After he drove off, the
museum quickly concluded

it was a forgery.
To convince museums he

is a philanthropist, he also
concocts elaborate stories
about health concerns, said
Cincinnati exhibit co-curator
Matthew Leininger.

“He has been having heart
surgery for almost 30 years,”
Leininger said with a frus-
trated laugh. “This is the
strangest case the museum
realm has known in years.”

Landis, 57, acknowledges
what he’s up to. He told The
Associated Press in a phone
interview from his home in
Laurel, Miss., that he made
his first forgery donation to a
California museum in 1985.

“They were so nice. I just
got used to that, and one
thing led to another,” he said.
“It never occurred to me that
anyone would think it was
wrong.”

The Cincinnati exhibit of
about 40 works given to 15
museums grew to around 100
when Landis donated 60
pieces he possesses, along
with his priest’s outfit.

The Faux Real show will
run through May 20 at the
Dorothy W. and C. Lawson
Reed Jr. Gallery. It depicts fa-
mous art forgers, details of
how Landis made some do-
nations and ways of detecting
fakes. Visitors can view some
works under ultraviolet light
that causes sections to glow if
they contain contemporary
ingredients.

Art experts say not accept-
ing payment for his forgeries
has helped keep Landis from
being charged with a crime.
Museum officials say forger-
ies can hurt their reputation
and cost time and money re-
searching suspected fraud.

Landis typically targets
smaller museums without re-
sources to thoroughly check
donations. While museums
don’t pay Landis, some treat
him to meals, receptions and
gifts like catalogs and sou-
venirs before realizing they
were duped, Leininger said.

The exhibit doesn’t judge
Landis but is using his story
to show how forgeries occur
and demonstrate that institu-
tions and the public “should-

n’t take things at face value,”
exhibit co-curator Aaron
Cowan.

The exhibit won’t increase
the value of Landis’ works —
considered worthless except
as educational tools on for-
gery — and the curators have
heard no objections to spot-
lighting his works.

Landis won’t profit from
the show but says it is “nice of
them to do this.” And though
Leininger says he doesn’t
think Landis can stop, the
forger acknowledges that it’s
harder to fool people now
“than the ‘80s and ‘90s, when
you could just walk in and
donate.”

“Now they want all types of
documentation.”
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Call us aboutCall us about
your estate sales.your estate sales.

Auctioneer: Ray Jacobs

Antiques, collectibles, furniture, appliances, glassware, tools,Antiques, collectibles, furniture, appliances, glassware, tools, 
toys, baby items, too many items to list • Full Service Snack Bartoys, baby items, too many items to list • Full Service Snack Bar 

Warehouse is FULL. Items must GO!!Warehouse is FULL.  Items must GO!!

Friday, March 30th, 2012 
Doors open at 4pm  • Auction starts at 5pm
        905 N. College St. Harrodsburg, KY

         Old Hitachi Warehouse beside DQ & Auto Zone

TERMS: Cash, all major credit cards, debit cards or check with proper ID 
day of sale. Not responsible for errors, omissions, fi re, thefts or accidents. All 
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GO
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DANVILLE CINEMA 8
SHOWING MARCH 30TH - APRIL 5TH

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 859-238-4181
www.DanvilleCinemas8.com

1001 BEN ALI DRIVE • DANVILLE, KY 40422
TICKETS FOR EVENING SHOWS (6 PM & AFTER)

Adults $7.00 • Seniors & children under 12 - $5
3D FEATURES - $2.50 PREMIUM + TICKET PRICE

MATINEE TICKETS (BEFORE 6 PM)
Adults $5.00 • Seniors & children under 12 - $4.00

**AS ALWAYS-CHILDREN 2 & UNDER FREE!**

THE HUNGER 
GAMES (PG-13) 152 
min. (Starts Fri Mar. 23rd)
(Open Caption Tues. Apr 3rd @ 5:00 & 6:00)
3/30-4/3: 1:05, 1:30, 
1:50, 4:35, 5:00, 6:00, 
8:00, 9:05, 9:30
4/4-4/5: 1:30, 1:50, 5:00, 
6:00, 9:05, 9:30

DR. SEUSS’ THE 
LORAX (2D)
(PG) 96 min. 
1:15, 3:25, 5:30, 7:45, 
9:55

WRATH OF 
TITANS (3D)
(PG13) 109 min.
Ticket + Premium ($2.50)
(Starts Fri March 30th)
1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:35

WRATH OF 
TITANS (2D)
(PG13) 109 min.
(Starts Fri March 30th)
1:35, 4:40, 7:25, 9:50

21 JUMP STREET
(R) 110 min.
1:25, 4:15, 7;20, 9:40

MIRROR MIRROR
(PG) 116 min.
(Starts Fri March 30th)
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40

TITANIC
(PG13) 98 min.
(Starts Wed. Apr. 4th)

2:00, 7:30

Twin Hills
Drive-In Theatre
U.S. 127 N. Harrodsburg

MARCH 30, 31, APRIL 1

1-800-734-8011

Drive-In opens atDrive-In opens at
5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.

Shows at duskShows at dusk
Adults - $5.00Adults - $5.00

Children 3-10 1/2 price

Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday

NOW SHOWING

www.mytwinhillsdrivein.com

followed by

JOURNEY 2:
THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND (PG)

HUNGER GAMES (PG-13)

have all year.
“e first game (a 69-62

UK win in Rupp Arena Dec.
31) was a tough game. ey
did a great job playing with
high intensity. eir press
caused us to make a lot of
turnovers (21). We’ve been
working on that. 

“We are two totally differ-
ent teams. We know they are
better. We know they will be
ready for us. We know we will
be ready for them, so it
should be an exciting game.”

Miller says all four Final
Four teams — Kansas and
Ohio State meet in the other
national semifinal — had to
improve during the season.

“Players have gotten bet-
ter. Every team continues to
get better during the year,”
Miller said. “It should be a lot
of fun, an uptempo game.
Hopefully, it will come down
to an exciting game, and we
will do our best to win.”

Miller would not be drawn
into a controversy on which
coach — UK’s John Calipari
or Pitino — would want to
win the game the most.

“I have not really spent a
lot of time with coach Pitino.
I just know what he is like
from when he recruited me.
He seems like a good guy,”
Miller said. “I know coach
Cal wants to beat anybody,
not just coach Pitino. He has
not changed his coaching
style for this game. We have
prepared the same way. I
have not seen any extra ini-
tiative for coach Pitino.”

Miller says he can’t pick a
favorite UK-Louisville game
or memory.

“I have seen so many. I
don’t know if I could ever
pick one out. It’s a huge ri-
valry, and I’ve been blessed
to see a lot of games. Just the
atmosphere is amazing.
ere have been a lot of good
games. I cannot really pick
one.”

is will be Miller’s sec-
ond straight Final Four — UK
lost to Connecticut in the na-
tional semifinals last year —
and he says he has the same
feeling as in 2011.

“We wanted to win it last
year just the same way we
want to win it this year,”
Miller said. “It feels the same.
I am blessed to be part of
both experiences. I have had
fun both times and hope to
get a (championship) ring
this time.

“Last year, we put way
more pressure on ourselves
and felt we had to win this
and needed to win this. is

year, we are just playing bas-
ketball. Last year, we were a
little uptight, especially my-
self. We felt we needed to
win. is year, we are just try-
ing to do the same things we
have all year because we
have been successful doing
so.”

Miller, who averages 10
points and 2.7 rebounds per
game, hopes the experience
he and sophomores Doron
Lamb and Terrence Jones
have from last year’s Final
Four will help ease the ten-
sion Saturday.

“Coach knew he put pres-
sure on us last year, and he’s
trying not to make the same
mistake. It’s a huge stage. If
you get too much pressure,
it’s tough to play. You can
wear yourself out,” Miller
said. 

Louisville does not have a
player that has been to a
Final Four, so Miller hopes
that is a plus for UK.

“I don’t know how coach
Pitino will handle it. I hope it
is an advantage for us,” Miller
said.

Kentucky’s players en-
joyed some free time when
they were in New Orleans
three weeks ago for the
Southeastern Conference
Tournament. ey roamed
Bourbon Street as a group
and often went out to eat
with family members. Miller
says this time it has been a
“whole lot of media, practice
and then just relaxing
amongst each other” rather
than going out.

“For us, this is a basketball
trip. We are not trying to see
everything. We have a huge
opportunity ahead. We are
not trying to do anything
else,” the UK senior said.

“We haven’t really been
paying any attention to any
of it (the rivalry). Most of our
time, we are with the coach-
ing staff. We are not around
anybody else. Our focus is
trying to win a champi-
onship. Louisville or what-
ever, it doesn’t matter. We
just take it as the next game,
get down to our game plan
and get dedicated to it.”

at’s one reason Miller
says he has not spent a lot of
time talking to UK’s fresh-
men about the importance of
the rivalry to fans this week.

“I don’t try to feed into it.
at just puts more pressure
on the team, and we don’t
need that. If somebody asks
me about it, I say it is a big ri-
valry to people in the state.
But they should not need to
worry. We just need to play
basketball.”

job drew about 36 appli-
cants from across the state.
e position was advertised
among tourism publications
and organizations, as well as
newspapers throughout the
state.

In the news release, Chris
Kubale, vice-chairwoman of
the CVB board of directors
and head of the search com-
mittee, said Kirchner was
chosen from an impressive
group of candidates. “She
will bring vision and impor-
tant organizational abilities
to the positions, as well as
warmth, enthusiasm and a
positive approach to ad-
vancing the CVB’s mission,”
Kubale said.

In an e-mail, Kirchner
said she has much to learn
and will spend the foresee-
able future absorbing as
much information as possi-
ble from business owners,
residents and others in
tourism throughout the re-
gion. Despite her relative
newness in the community,
though, she already has a
number of ideas she wants
to explore for how to en-
hance and expand visitors’
experience in the county.

Kirchner said she will
look at ways to advance the
arts community, including
the possibility of offering
packages that will include
dining and a stay at a local
hotel. Strengthening the re-
lationship between the
county and Centre in coop-
erating on events will be an-
other goal. 

Kirchner also would like
to pursue the long-talked-

about idea of a “small and
charming” hotel downtown.
While she wants to draw
people in for events such as
regional athletic competi-
tions, Kirchner said offering
a range of opportunities for
people to sample culture is
a trend that could fit well
with what the county has to
offer.

“Today I think we are liv-
ing in an ‘experience econ-
omy’ where people want to
come and eat local food,
shop on Main Street, see a
show or visit a gallery, and
get a taste of regional flavor,”
Kirchner wrote. “Perhaps
with regard to agritourism,
visitors could tour farms in
the area and visit historical
sites that are both educa-
tional and beautiful.”

Cox will continue to serve
as interim executive direc-
tor until Kirchner starts.

Kirchner, her husband,
and their two sons, Jacob
and Zachary, live in
Danville.

CATS, from A1

KIRCHNER, from A1

AP Photo

Aaron Cowan hangs a piece of art by forger Mark A. Landis, of Laurel, Miss., for a show called Faux Real in Cincinnati, Ohio. The work of the con-
vincing art forger who has spent nearly three decades copying artists like Picasso and donating his fake art to unsuspecting museums goes on
display April Fool’s Day. The University of Cincinnati exhibit will explore the problem of art forgery through a look at the unusual story of Landis. 

Museum plays April Fool’s
joke on prolific forger

“This is the
strangest case the

museum realm
has known in

years.”

Matthew Leininger,
exhibit co-curator

AP Photo

This is a recent undated photo of art forger Mark A. Landis.


