
It was an extremely emotional
experience, and one that I will re-
member for a long time.

On a beautiful Sunday morning,
I stood at the crest of the Mount of
Olives and looked westward across
the Kidron Valley toward
Jerusalem.

The brilliant sun glistened on
the golden dome of the Dome of
the Rock, a mosque that occupies
the spot in the Esplanade of the
Temple where the Temple of
Solomon once stood.

A road, centuries old, from
Bethany and the Jordan valley to
Jerusalem crosses the Mount of
Olives and winds its way over the
western slope of the mountain.

As I surveyed that scene, I re-
membered another Sunday morn-
ing and the events surrounding it
that occurred nearly 2,000 years

ago at, or near, the place where I
was standing. On that ancient Sun-
day morning, Jesus, riding a bor-
rowed donkey on which no one
had ridden, met a large and enthu-
siastic crowd of supporters who
welcomed him warmly, gladly and
noisily to Jerusalem. They waved
palm branches taken from nearby
palm trees, and many in the crowd
“spread their cloaks on the road”
ahead of him. Most, if not all, of
them shouted enthusiastically,
“Hosanna in the highest!” Then,
when he entered Jerusalem, “All
the city was stirred.”

But that enthusiasm and emo-
tional support faded quickly. Be-
fore the week was gone, the loud
shouts of “Hosanna” were gone,
and they had been replaced with,
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” One of
his trusted and closest friends ve-
hemently denied that he ever knew
him, and another trusted friend
placed a kiss of betrayal upon his
cheek.

Palm Sunday commemorates the
Triumphal Entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem and the day is celebrated
joyfully annually. But the day is a
poignant reminder of a significant
fact: Emotional enthusiasm, ex-
pressive as it may seem to be, is to-
tally inadequate. It doesn’t last
when the going gets rough. When
there is nothing more, loyalties
change quickly and abruptly for no
good reason.
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For many people, in a
world of dizzy events that
often give birth to damage,
physical pain, loss of life,
property, affluence, etc., God
ultimately is responsible. It is
so as the result of their insis-
tence that God controls
everything that happens in
life and that everything hap-
pens for a reason. is, seen
in this context, is blind faith.

We need to be careful as to
how we evaluate our own or
another’s trouble as the will
of God what Jesus, and His
servant the Apostle Paul,
called the will of Satan.  Paul,
in sharing some unidentified
physical limitation, stated to
the Corinthian people that
the ailment was Satan’s mes-
senger that reminded him to
be humble. Jesus, after heal-
ing a crippled woman on the
Sabbath was severely chas-
tised for having broken the
law of labor on the Sabbath.
Jesus smothered the criti-
cism by scolding His detrac-
tors for feeding animals and
leading them to water on that
sacred day. And then he re-
buked them for their dogma
by saying that Satan had kept
the lady captive for 18 years!
Clearly, neither situation was
God’s will, but one that was
allowed.

God allows sin, but His
will is holiness. God allows
ignorance, but His will is for
knowledge to be gained and
used as an asset. God allows
folly, but His will is wisdom.
What is allowed accounts for
much of mankind’s trauma
as shown in our suffering
caused by folly, ignorance
and sin.

What God appears to
allow is the measure of His
purpose in bringing good out
of evil. Nothing, however, will
be allowed that could ulti-
mately defeat His broadly
and carefully crafted plan
that contains and controls
the universe. We watch our
young children learn to walk
and observe as they trip in
the tufted carpet. We allow
them to fall as part of the
process of learning to walk.
We didn’t plan the fall (or we
would have pushed the child
over) but we used it as a
learning tool to help the child
with balance and judgment.
On the other hand, we would
never have allowed the child
to walk into the street hoping
nothing bad would happen.

Perhaps it would be good
to arrive at some other com-
prehension of what an om-
nipotent God may be
expected to do, if anything,
when circumstances buffet
us from pillar to post. I be-
lieve that His omnipotence
does not imply that every-
thing that happens in life is
His will. It is unquestioned
that we live in a world where
human beings have free will,
where we are ignorant, fool-
ish and unfortunately,
wicked. As the world shrinks
in transportation times
needed to move from one
nation to another, we are
more closely bound to each
other than at any time in the
world’s history. at binding
can mean benefit or disaster.

In our societal structure,
thousands of things can hap-
pen each day or even within
an hour that a loving God
does not want to happen. In
this sense, omnipotence
means that nothing can hap-
pen, whatever the impetus
for such happening might be,
that will defeat God’s ability
and willingness to teach us
that good can come from
those things that look to us as
evil. Learning to live with
maturing faith is the goal set
before us and even when we
think God has let us down,
He is pleased to teach us
what we are willing to learn.

In America, we continue
to be stunned by people who
walk into buildings with
guns and kill people who
were unfortunately placed.
Some say this is God’s will
and even though there is no
understanding of the act,
they insist that God had a
purpose. is is strange as-
sertion in that God makes no
plans for evil and no plans
for human nature turning
deadly. It was an act of men-
tal failure or evil intent, but
the victims were not to
blame. It was murder or
manslaughter, but it was not
God’s will. It was an act of
free-will exercised by one
who was filled with evil
thoughts or who had lost all
reason of behavioral expec-
tation. ere was no fault of
those killed to be found any-
where, but instant death was
the result of a decisive act of
mayhem.

e writer, Austin Farrer
once penned…. “it was for
the best, therefore, that He
made a half-chaos of self-
moving, brainless forces to
be the bottom and soil of His
creation, out of which higher
forms should arise.” In our
world, we always are in the
midst of limitless accident
scenarios that entrap some
while others escape. When
such occurs, we must not as-
cribe the result to God, but to
the free-will of mankind to
make decisions that often
lead to accidents that can
alter a lifetime.

It is no good that we at-
tempt to deny or pretend
there is no darkness in life.
Mystery, horror, pain, frus-
tration, death, illness, etc.,
will cast the clouds of des-
peration over most of our
heads if we live long enough.
When these times arrive,
often catching us totally un-
aware of any impending ex-
pectation, it is then that we
learn a bit more about our-
selves and our genuine faith
to believe that God can bring
some positive result from a
horror show of unexpected
explosions within our hearts.

e free-will of mankind
always is competing with
God’s will and much of what
happens in life is permitted
by God’s allowance for indi-
vidual decisions and hap-
penstance. He doesn’t cause
it, didn’t plan it and won’t
prevent it, but He waits for us
to find a way to bring some-
thing better from the stag-
nant waters of our insistence
that everything that happens
is His will and happens for a
reason that often will be
never understood.
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JOIN US THIS SUNDAY
experience 

GOD’S GLORY

For more information about advertising your church in 
this directory, please call 859-236-2551.
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Holy Week Services
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday, April 1st: 

Holy Eucharist (Rite II): 9:30 am (Nursery Available)
Wednesday, April 4th: Holy Eucharist with Prayers 

for Healing: Noon

Maundy Thursday, April 5th: Holy Eucharist (Rite 

II) with Foot Washing and Stripping of the Altar: 6:30

pm (Nursery Available)

Good Friday, April 6th: Good Friday Service: Noon; 

Stations of the Cross: 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm; Church 

Open for Prayer: 1:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Saturday, April 7th: The Great Vigil of Easter: 8:00 pm

Easter Day, April 8th: Holy Eucharist (Rite II): 9:30 

am (Nursery Available)

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

320 W. Main • Danville
The Rev. Amy Dafl er Meaux, Rector

859-239-3374
WWW.TRINITYDANVILLE.ORG

Why must it
be God’s will?

Revival

Gethsemane Baptist Church —
Sunday through Wednesday, the
church will have  spring revival serv-
ices.  Stan Coffey will speak  on the
second coming of Christ. Coffey is
pastor of The Church at Quail Creek
in Amarillo, Texas.  

Service times are 11 a.m. and 6
p.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. Monday
through Wednesday. Music will be
lead by Insco Sonny Rue and music
will be provided by Jim Sheldon. 

The church is at 123 Quisenberry
Ave., Danville.  For more informa-
tion, call the church office at (859)
236-2581.

Special services

First Baptist Church, Second
and Walnut streets— 7 p.m. April 6,
The Seven Last Sayings of Christ will
be presented. Everyone is welcome.

Hwy. 78 Full Gospel Deliverance
Church, Hustonville — 7 p.m. April
7, Nelson Reynolds and his  puppet
ministry will be guests.

7 p.m. nightly, April 12-14, guest
speaker will be Bro. David Zornes
from Middletown, Ohio.

For more information, call (606)
346-2542.

Giveaways

Burgin Christian Church — 8-10
a.m. Saturday, the church will have
its “Last Saturday Sharing” and will
provide a free, hot breakfast, free flea
market and a free bag of groceries.
The church is at 300 W. Main St.,
Burgin.

Salvisa Christian Church — 2-6
p.m. Monday, the church will spon-
sor a community free clothes day.
Everything is free and all sizes are
available. 

The church is at 155 Sugar St.,
Salvisa.  For more information, call

Charlotte Fallis at (859) 865-2226 or
the Rev. Vicki Ray at (502) 229-0515.

Holy Week services
Salvisa Christian Church — 7:30

p.m. Thursday, the church at 155
Sugar Street, will celebrate Maundy
Thursday with a Tenebrae (Candle-
light) worship service including the
Lord's Supper. For more informa-
tion, call the Rev. Vicki Ray at (502)
229-0515.

Salvisa Community Easter Sun-
rise Service — 6:30 p.m. April 8 at
Salvisa United Methodist Church,
305 Main St. The Rev. Vicki Ray of
Salvisa Christian Church, will speak.
For more information, call  Gil Duf-
fee at (859) 865-2244 or the Rev. Vicki
Ray at (502) 229-0515.

Trinity Episcopal Church — 9:30
a.m. Sunday, Palm Sunday, Holy Eu-
charist Rite II: Worship will begin at
the front of the doors of the church
on Main Street, then proceed into
the church as members remember
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. Worship
will end with a reading of Jesus' pas-
sion from The Gospel according to
Mark.

Noon Wednesday, Holy Eucharist
Rite II: Regular, weekly service of Eu-
charist with healing prayers and re-
membering the many times Jesus
offered healing throughout his min-
istry.

6:30 p.m. Thursday: Maundy
Thursday, Holy Eucharist Rite II:
Members will remember Jesus' last
meal with his disciples. Worship in-
cludes a foot washing where wor-
shipers can receive the washing of
feet by the altar party or wash one
another’s feet; and Holy Commun-
ion. The worship will end with the
stripping of the altar as a reminder of
Jesus' arrest the night before he died.

Noon-6 p.m. April 6, Good Friday:
The members will honor Jesus'
death on the cross with prayer. Fol-

lowing this service (around 1 p.m.),
devotion of the Stations of the Cross
and the church will remain open for
prayer. At 6 p.m., Stations of the
Cross again before closing the
church.

8 p.m. April 7, The Great Vigil of
Easter, Holy Eucharist Rite II: Recalls
the ancient practice of worship on
Easter Eve. For the early church, this
was a time to share biblical stories of
God's work of salvation, baptize new
members and celebrate their first
Holy Communion of the church
year. Worship includes lighting the
new fire, a representation of Christ's
light in the world; renew the Bap-
tismal Covenant and share Holy
Communion.
9:30 a.m. April 8, Easter Sunday,

Holy Eucharist Rite II: Allelulia!
Christ is Risen! Everyone is welcome
to join the congregation to celebrate
Christ's resurrection.

St. Peter AME Church — The
Mercer County Ministerial Associa-
tion will sponsor Holy Week Services
Monday through Friday at the
church, 225 W. Lexington St., begin-
ning at noon with a light lunch at
12:30 p.m.  The schedule:

Monday: Sermon by Ralph Neal of
Shawnee Run Baptist Church; wor-
ship leader is Julius Hovan of Bohon
Church of Christ

Tuesday: Sermon and worship
leaders are Vicki Ray of Salvisa
Christian Church and Dave Carr of
Harrodsburg Christian Church

Wednesday: Sermon by Noel
Zamora of St. Andrews Catholic
Church; worship leader is  Louise
Spencer of St. Peter AME Church

Thursday: Sermon and worship
leader is Matthew Robbins of South-
side Christian Church

Friday: Sermon by James Harley of
Mercer County Baptist Association;
worship leader is James Byrd of New
Providence Presbyterian Church

For more information, call  John
Kesel at Ebenezer Church of Christ,
at (859) 865-2736.
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Emotional enthusiasm won’t last

Howard Coop
Contributing writer


