
A4 FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012

NATION THE ADVOCATE-MESSENGER

WWW.AMNEWS.COM

By JOHN SEEWER

Associated Press

With a half-billion-dollar multistate lot-
tery jackpot up for grabs, plenty of folks are
fantasizing about how to spend the money.
But doing it the right way — protecting your
riches, your identity and your sanity — takes
some thought and planning.
Making sure you don’t blow the nation’s

largest-ever lottery jackpot within a few
years means some advice is in order before
the Mega Millions drawing Friday, espe-
cially if you’re really, really, really lucky.
Q: What do I do with the ticket?
A: Before anything else, sign the back of

the ticket. That will stop anyone else from
claiming your riches if you happen to drop
it while you’re jumping up and down. Then
make a photocopy and lock it in a safe. At
the very least, keep it where you know it’s
protected. A Rhode Island woman who won
a $336 million Powerball jackpot in Febru-
ary hid the ticket in her Bible before going
out to breakfast.
Q: What next?
A: Relax; breathe; take time to think

about your next move. Don’t do anything
you’ll regret for the next 30 years, like calling
your best friend or every one of your aunts,
uncles and cousins. It doesn’t take long to
be overwhelmed by long-lost friends, char-
ities and churches wanting to share your
good fortune. You’ve waited a lifetime to hit
the jackpot; you can wait a few days before
going on a spending spree.

Q: So whom should I tell first?
A: Contacting a lawyer and a financial

planner would be a lot wiser than updating
your Facebook status. Make sure it’s some-
one you can trust and, it’s hoped, dealt with
before. If you don’t have anyone in mind,
ask a close family member or friend. Okla-
homa City attorney Richard Craig, whose
firm has represented a handful of lottery
winners, says it’s essential to assemble a
team of financial managers, tax experts, ac-
countants and bankers.
Q: Remind me, how much did I win?
A: As it stands now, the Mega Millions

will pay out a lump sum of $359 million be-
fore taxes. The annual payments over 26
years will amount to just over $19 million
before taxes.
Q: How much will I pay in taxes?
A: This partly depends on where you live.

Federal tax is 25 percent; then there’s your
state income tax. In Ohio, for example, that’s
another 6 percent. And you might need to
pay a city tax depending on the local tax
rules. So count on about a third of your win-
nings going to the government.
Q: Should I take the cash payout or an-

nual payments?
A: This is the big question, and most peo-

ple think taking the lump sum is the smart
move. That’s not always the case. First,
spreading the payments out protects you
from becoming the latest lottery winner
who’s lost all their money. Don McNay, au-
thor of the book “Son of a Son of a Gambler:
Winners, Losers and What to Do When You

Win the Lottery,” says nine out of 10 winners
go through their money in five years or less.
“It’s too much, too fast,” he says. “Nobody is
around them putting the brakes on the sit-
uation.”
Q: But what if I’m good at managing the

money?
A: Invested properly, the lump sum op-

tion can be a good choice. There’s more
planning that you can use to reduce estate
taxes and other financial incentives. Others,
though, say that with annual payments, you
are taxed on the money only as it comes in,
so that will put you in a lower tax bracket
rather than taking a big hit on getting a
lump sum. And you still can shelter the
money in tax-free investments and take ad-
vantage of tax law changes over the years.
Q: Should I try to shield my identity?
A: Absolutely. This will protect you from

people who want you to invest in their busi-
ness scheme or those who need cash in an
emergency. Lottery winners are besieged by
dozens of people and charities looking for
help. “There are people who do that for a
living. Unless you understand that, you can
become a victim very quickly,” says Steve
Thornton, an attorney in Bowling Green,
Ky., who has represented two jackpot win-
ners.
Q: So how can I protect myself?
A: Again, it somewhat depends on where

you live. In Ohio, you can form a trust to
manage the money and keep your winnings
a secret. In other states, you can form a trust
but still be discovered through public

records. And a few states require you to
show up and receive your oversized check
in front of a bunch of cameras, making it im-
possible to stay anonymous. Thornton set
up a corporation in the late 1990s to protect
the identity of a client in Kentucky who won
$11 million. “No one had done this before,
and there were legal questions about
whether a corporation can win,” he says.
“We were able to hide their names.”
Q: Is it OK to splurge a little?
A: Sure, it’s why you bought a ticket,

right? “Get it out of your system, but don’t
go overboard,” McNay says. But remember
that if there’s a new Mercedes-Benz in the
driveway, your neighbors will probably be
able to figure out who won the jackpot.
Q: How much should I help my family

and others?
A: It’s certainly a natural desire to help

relatives in need and take care of future gen-
erations. But use extreme caution when giv-
ing out your money. Jack Whittaker, a West
Virginia contractor who won a nearly $315
million Powerball jackpot in 2002, quickly
fell victim to scandals, lawsuits and per-
sonal setbacks. His foundation spent $23
million building two churches, and he’s
been involved in hundreds of legal actions.
“If you win, just don’t give any money away,
because the more money you give away, the
more they want you to give. And once you
start giving it away, everybody will label you
an easy touch and be right there after you.
And that includes everybody,” Whittaker
said five years ago.
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Jack Whittaker, shown here in a 2004 file photo, won the $315 million Powerball jackpot in 2002 but fell victim to scandals, lawsuits and personal setbacks.
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JetBlue pilot’s erratic behavior puzzles those who know him
RICHMOND HILL, Ga.

(AP) — JetBlue Airways cap-
tain Clayton Osbon showed
up unusually late to fly
Flight 191 to Las Vegas. The
plane was in midair when he
eerily told his co-pilot they
wouldn’t make it there.
Osbon started rambling

about religion. He scolded
air traffic controllers to quiet
down, then turned off the
radios altogether, and
dimmed the monitors in the
cockpit. He said aloud that
“things just don’t matter”
and encouraged his co-pilot
that they take a leap of faith.
“We’re not going to

Vegas,” Osbon said.
What unfolded next, ac-

cording to court documents
released Wednesday, was a
dramatic chase and struggle
in the cabin that ended with
passengers tackling Osbon,
49, and holding him down
until the co-pilot could
make an emergency landing
in Amarillo, Texas. He was
charged Wednesday with in-
terfering with a flight crew.
A pilot with JetBlue since

2000, Osbon’s odd behavior
on Tuesday became increas-
ingly erratic after the flight
departed New York, worry-
ing his fellow crew members
so much that they locked
him out after he abruptly left
the cockpit, according to an

affidavit. Osbon then started
yelling about Jesus, al-Qaida
and a possible bomb on
board, forcing passengers to
tie him up with seat belt ex-
tenders and zip tie hand-
cuffs for about 20 minutes
until the plane landed.
“The (first officer) be-

came really worried when
Osbon said ‘we need to take
a leap of faith,’” according to
the sworn affidavit given by
FBI agent John Whitworth.
“Osbon started trying to cor-
relate completely unrelated
numbers like different radio
frequencies, and he talked
about sins in Las Vegas.”
Osbon left the cockpit

soon after and tensions on
the plane began to escalate,
according to witness ac-
counts compiled by investi-
gators. Osbon, described by
neighbors in Georgia as tall
and muscular, “aggressively”
grabbed the hands of a flight
attendant who confronted
him and later sprinted down
the cabin while being
chased.
From inside the locked

cockpit, which Osbon tried
to re-enter by banging on
the door, the co-pilot gave
an order through the inter-
com to restrain Osbon, the
affidavit said. Passengers
wrestled Osbon to the
ground, and one female

flight attendant’s ribs were
bruised during the struggle.
No one on board was seri-
ously hurt.
The federal charges

against Osbon were filed in
Texas. He was being held
Wednesday at Northwest
Texas Healthcare System in
Amarillo and remains under
a medical evaluation.
Under federal law, a con-

viction for interference with
a flight crew or attendants
can bring up to 20 years in
prison. The offense is de-
fined as assaulting or intim-
idating the crew, interfering
with its duties or diminishes
its ability to do operate the
plane.
JetBlue spokeswoman Al-

lison Steinberg said earlier
Wednesday that Osbon had
been suspended pending a
review of the flight.
JetBlue’s CEO and presi-

dent Dave Barger told NBC’s
“Today” show that Osbon is
a “consummate profes-
sional” whom he has “per-
sonally known” for years. He
said there is nothing in the
captain’s record to indicate
he would be a risk on a
flight.
Fellow pilots, friends and

Osbon’s neighbors in Rich-
mond Hill, Ga., a bedroom
community on the coast just
south of Savannah, said they

were baffled by the midflight
outburst. None recalled any
previous health or mental
problems.
Bill Curley, a friend of

Osbon’s for nearly 30 years,
said Osbon was a Christian
who had become “increas-
ingly” religious but wasn’t
fanatical.
Erich Thorp, a neighbor

who recently helped Osbon
put a fence in his yard, de-
scribed Osbon as affable
and outgoing, standing
about 6-foot-4 with a crew
cut and a muscular build.
“I just don’t know what

happened. It’s just not like
Clayton,” Thorp said. “He
was always happy and posi-
tive thinking. He never com-
plained about anything.”
Osbon was also a direct

marketer for health shakes
sold by Visalus Sciences, a
marketing company based in
Troy, Mich. Ashley Guerra, a
fellow Visalus marketer in
Georgia, said she saw Osbon
just last weekend and that he
appeared friendly and helpful
as usual.
In an interview last year

with the local magazine
Richmond Hill Reflections,
Osbon said he first got in the
cockpit when he was 6 or 7
and had ambitions of be-
coming a motivational
speaker. His father was a pilot

who died in a plane crash in
1995 while on a sunken treas-
ure hunt, according to a story
in the Washington Island Ob-
server, a newspaper in the
small Wisconsin community
where Osbon’s parents had a
home.
Osbon’s LinkedIn profile

states that he received a de-
gree from aeronautical
physics from Hawthorne
College and a physics de-
gree from Carnegie Mellon
University. However,
Carnegie Mellon spokes-
woman Teresa Thomas said
Osbon attended the school
for three years but never ob-
tained his degree.

Justin Ates, a corporate jet
pilot who lives in Richmond
Hill and is friends with
Osbon, said he’s at a loss be-
cause the ranting man
shown in the media is noth-
ing like the man he knows.
Ates said Osbon is a runner,
goes sailing and generally
likes to have a good time.
Osbon also keeps a small,
single-engine Piper Cub at a
private airport in Savannah.
“He’s always happy,” Ates

said. “He’ll be sitting at my
house, and he’ll just pick up
a bunch of apples and start
juggling in front of the kids.
That’s just the type of guy he
is.”
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