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on the faces of the reporters in front of him.
“Pretty easy,” Watson said a moment later

to laughter.
“Even though the tower was in my way, I

didn’t want to ask if I get relief or anything,
because it just set up for a perfect draw,” he
added, “Well, a hook.”
Like the back nine that preceded the two-

putt par that won it, just about everything
else was a blur.
“I know I made bogey on 12 and then I

birdied four holes in a row. Nervous on every
shot, every putt. Went into a playoff. I got in
these trees and hit a crazy shot that I saw in
my head and somehow I’m here talking to
you,” he said, “with a green jacket on.”
Watson began sobbing even as he pulled

his ball out of the cup, then hugged his cad-
die, Ted Scott, before falling into mother
Molly’s arms. The father Watson was named
after died two years ago. His own newborn
son, Caleb, adopted barely two weeks ago,
and wife Angie were back home. He couldn’t
wait to get there, save for one thing.
“I don’t want to change a diaper. Hopefully

this will give me a week or two,” Watson said,
then quickly added, “Maybe not, though.”
What he vowed to never change was his go-

for-broke playing style, which his pals —
among them former Milton (Fla.) High
School teammates and current PGA pros Boo
Weekley and Heath Slocum— have dubbed
“Bubba golf.” That’s shorthand for hitting his
azalea-pink driver as hard as he can, finding
the ball, and then hitting it under, over or
around all the obstacles that get in his way.
He hits more greens in regulation than you’d
think, mostly because the 6-foot-3 Watson
needs a club or two less than his rivals to get
where he’s going.
“Truthfully,” he explained, “it’s like Seve

(Ballesteros) played. He hit shots that were
unbelievable.
“And if you watch Phil Mickelson, he goes

for broke. That’s why he wins so many times.
That’s why he’s not afraid. So for me, that’s
what I do. I just play golf. I attack. I always
attack. I don’t like to go to the center of the
greens. I want to hit the incredible shot.
Who doesn’t?”
He had a front-row seat for one of the most

amazing shots the Masters has ever seen, a
253-yard 4-iron by Oosthuizen, his playing
partner throughout the day, that landed on
the front of the par-5 second hole and rolled
80 feet before curling into the cup for a dou-
ble-eagle.
It was all Watson could do to keep himself

from racing across the green to give the
South African a high-five.

“Then I saw the leaderboard on the next
hole,” he said, “and I thought, that double-
eagle, he’s leading now.”
Being Bubba, it didn’t change a thing Wat-

son did. He kept bombing away, firing at the
pins from every crazy angle, just like he did
in a losing playoff effort against Martin
Kaymer in the 2010 PGA Championship.
“I mean, I can hit it straight. It’s just it’s

easier to see curves, get the ball working to-
wards the hole,” Watson said.
“I remember this good player, maybe great

player, y’all, Jack Nicklaus. He said he
wanted to aim at the center of the green and
get the ball drifting towards the hole when
he played Augusta.
“That’s what he did here. That’s the way I

like to play all the golf courses, not just Au-
gusta. ...
“So I can do it. It’s just not something I re-

ally want to do. It’s easier in the trees,” Wat-
son said, “like I did on the last playoff hole.”
It’s such an improbable recipe for success,

that even though Watson finished up his col-
lege golf career at Georgia some 100 miles
down the road, he couldn’t quite picture
himself wearing the green jacket that fit
snugly on his shoulders.
“I dreamed about it,” he said. “I just never

made the putt.”

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him at jl-

itke@ap.org and follow him at
Twitter.com/JimLitke.
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field seats that cost Marlins
new closer Heath Bell (0-1)
a save in his first opportu-
nity. One out later, Drew
Stubbs chopped a single
that hit Ramirez’s glove.
Stubbs moved to third on
Ryan Hanigan’s single to
right.
Ramirez’s tried to handle

Rolen’s grounder with a
forehand grab on his back-
hand side. He just knocked
it down and had to watch as
Stubbs crossed the plate
with the run that gave the
Reds two wins in the three-
game series.
Bruce’s homer cost for-

mer San Diego closer Heath
Bell (0-1) a save in his first
opportunity since signing
with Miami as a free agent.
“My job is to save games,

and I didn’t do it,” Bell said.
“I need to earn the respect
from these guys. I need to
be more accountable. I did-
n’t make a pitch when I
needed to make a pitch.”
Left-hander Aroldis Chap-

man (1-0) pitched two
shutout innings of relief.
The Marlins got at least

one hit in every inning
against Cincinnati starter
Bronson Arroyo and every
starter — including Carlos
Zambrano — had a hit.
Zambrano retired 13 of 14

batters in one stretch, in-
cluding 12 straight before
Bruce homered with two
outs in the sixth inning to
give Cincinnati a 4-2 lead.
He lasted six innings, allow-
ing four hits and four runs
with two walks and six
strikeouts.
The Reds led 3-0 and 4-2

before the Marlins scored
three runs to take a 5-4 lead
in the seventh, which
opened with Arroyo hitting
Greg Dobbs with a pitch.
Brett Hayes then hit a hard
shot into the left field cor-
ner, but had to stop at first
as Dobbs hobbled into sec-
ond, where Gaby Sanchez

ran for him.
Pinch-hitter Chris Cogh-

lan lined a double to the
right-center field wall to
drive in Sanchez and push
Hayes to third. Jose Reyes
came up with an RBI
groundout to tie the score
and Emilio Bonifacio sin-
gled to right through a
drawn-in Reds infield to
give Miami the lead.
“It was tough luck,” first

year Miami manager Ozzie
Guillen said. “We did every-
thing we needed to do to
win the game. If we play
like that with fire and en-
thusiasm, we are going to
win a lot of games.”
Arroyo gave up 10 hits

and five runs — four earned
— with no walks and four
strikeouts in 6 1-3 innings.

Notes

—Phillips grounded a
single up the middle for his
second hit of the game and
1,000th of his career with
the Reds. He is the 28th
player in club history to
reach 1,000 hits.
— Cairo started at third

base in place of Rolen, who
was 1 for 7 in Cincinnati’s
first two games. Rolen
didn’t play after July 20 last
season because hleft shoul-
der problems that required
surgery, is expected to sit
for several day games after
night games.
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The Associated Press
Charl Schwartzel, right, of South Africa, helps
Bubba Watson put on the green jacket after
winning the Masters golf tournament follow-
ing a sudden death playoff on the 10th hole
Sunday in Augusta, Ga

The Associated Press
Cincinnati’s Jay Bruce, left,
Ryan Hanigan, right, and
Scott Rolen, center, who
drove in the game-winning
run, celebrate the Reds' 6-5
win over the Florida Marlins
Sunday in Cincinnati.


