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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Elijah Rawlins, 12, Hopkinsville

Elijah Rawlins, a student at
Hopkinsville Middle School,
plays basketball for a tri-
county traveling basketball
team. 

His team recently won a
tournament in Murfreesboro,
Tenn. 

Rawlins plays power for-
ward and center positions 
for his team and they 
practice two days a week. 

Since Kobe Bryant is his fa-

vorite play-
er, Rawlins
likes to 
follow 
the L.A. 
Lakers 
in season.

Is there someone
you know who deserves attention?  We’d like 
to know. Contact us at 270-887-3238 
or visit kentuckynewera.com. We’ll take it 
from there.

www.facebook.com/

kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera
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Local students 
honored in 
annual art show 

Colonels duo
sign grid letters

SPORTS B1

I
am the New Era com-
munity editor. But if
you didn’t know, I’m

new to the community. 
I came to the New Era

after serving five years in
the Army in Savannah,
Ga. (and a few business
trips to exotic Iraq and
Afghanistan). In Febru-
ary, I moved to the sprawl-
ing metropolis of
Hopkinsville not expect-
ing much
after liv-
ing in Sa-
vannah,
Dallas
and Balti-
more.
Still I
jumped
in head-
first — if
you’re
going to
be the
commu-
nity edi-
tor, you
should
probably
get to know the commu-
nity.

So I found a church, I
joined the Christian
County Newcomers
group, auditioned and
performed for a musical
at the Alhambra and
scoured the New Era’s
“That’s the Ticket!” page
in Thursday editions for
local events. I thought I
had a good grasp on this
community.

Until this week.
I was invited to volun-

teer at the 62nd annual
Hopkinsville Rotary Auc-
tion. I arrived Wednesday
completely oblivious to
what the auction was, and
after a quick tour I was
sent to work at the Sweet
Shop.

Each of  the schools vol-
unteered to donate sweets
to help raise additional

The world
could learn
something
from this
small town

SOMETHING

SPARKLY

MONICA 
K. SMITH n

INSIDE: See photos
from Rotary   News A4

SEE ROTARY, PAGE A4

Tuesday

drug raid

leads to

another 

Guns on campus
Kentucky high court says
they are legal in cars.
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FREE BIRD

BY TOM KANE

NEW ERA PHOTOJOURNALIST

CADIZ, Ky. — A great
horned owl found on
Christmas Eve on Inter-
state 24 near Cadiz has been
in the care of  Broadbent

Wildlife Sanctuary for four
months and was released
into the wild at Mount Zion
Methodist Church in Cadiz. 

Thursday night at 7 p.m.,
Mary Ann Tobin, the
founder of  the sanctuary,
climbed a ladder to a spe-

cial platform built for the
owl release and she opened
the cage door and then
backed down the ladder. 

The owl stared out the
door of  her cage for a 

Rescued owl released to wild

PHOTOS BY TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Mary Ann Tobin (left), founder of Broadbent Wildlife Sanctuary, talks about the great horned owl while holding
a permanently injured barn owl that the sanctuary cares for.  A great horned owl (right), that was once injured,
steps out of its cage to enjoy freedom Thursday. The owl was found on Christmas Eve and nursed back to health
by the Broadbent Wildlife Sanctuary.

The owl, which was named Mary Hewlett, takes flight from the special platform built for the release.

SEE OWL, PAGE A7

BY DAVID SNOW

FOR THE NEW ERA

The Hopkinsville Police Department’s Spe-
cial Investigations Unit seized a large quan-
tity of  drug paraphernalia, more than $50,000
cash and two con-
tainers full of  syn-
thetic drugs
Wednesday from the
Adult Toy Box store
in Oak Grove, ac-
cording to an HPD
news release.

The search at the
Adult Toy Box re-
sulted from another
synthetic drug raid
Tuesday at Pizz-A-
Roma/Sunkissed
Tanning, 206 North
Drive in Hop-
kinsville. That
search turned up
1,215 packages of
synthetic drugs
worth $42,500, 44
cases of  glass pipes
worth $50,000 and
$446 in cash, accord-
ing to Hopkinsville
police.

Information obtained through that search
led police to the Adult Toy Box, 15708 Fort
Campbell Blvd. in Oak Grove, the release
stated. Both stores are owned by the same per-
son, said HPD Chief  Guy Howie.

The Wednesday raid turned up about

Paraphernalia, synthetic
drugs, $50K cash found 
at Oak Grove business

Tuesday raid 
at Pizz-A-Roma/
Sunkissed 
Tanning:

Drug paraphernalia:
$50,000

Cash: $446.20
Synthetic drugs:

$42,500
Total: $92,946.20

Wednesday raid
at Adult Toy Box:

Drug paraphernalia:
$100,000+

Cash: $50,930
Synthetic drugs:

$15,000
Total: ~$165,930

SEE DRUG, PAGE A7

Money raised Thursday
Auction: $9,441
Diner and sweet shop:

$3,943
Century Club and Goat

Club: $30,000
Total for fourth night:

$43,384
Total for the week:

$194,108

2012 ROTARY
CLUB AUCTION

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

With reduced state funding, the
Christian County Career & Tech-
nical Center is in danger of  clos-
ing two programs. 

To keep the programs running,
Brad Hawkins, principal of  the
Christian County CTC, asked the

board for a monetary assurance
of  $125,000 for the 2012-13 school
year during Thursday night’s
board of  education meeting.

The technical center is funded
based on enrollment and money
set aside by the Kentucky legisla-
ture, Hawkins told the board. He
never knows how much money
will come from the state until Jan-

uary, which makes it difficult to
draft an accurate budget.

In January 2011, Christian
County CTC received nearly
$250,000 from the state. The fol-
lowing year, it was reduced by
more than $85,000. Hawkins pred-
icates that with a continued drop
in enrollment, funding will con-
tinue to decrease.

With a new accountability sys-
tem focused on ACT scores, stu-

dents who in the past would have
attended the CTC are now taking
remedial courses at the schools.
There are several classes at the
CTC, focused on math and read-
ing, that can be used as interven-
tion classes for struggling
students, Hawkins said.

Currently, Hawkins is seeing
drops in reading and math classes
for junior and senior students at

County technical center programs threatened by reduced funding
Schools expect changes with NCLB waiver

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE A10


