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It’s no particular surprise that last year’s 
rescue of the Franklin County High 
School band director is back for an en-
core. The deal by which the county school 

board restored Dave Shelton to full-time status 
was temporary, enabled for one year with fed-
eral stimulus funds. The accommodation em-
boldened  principals elsewhere in the system 
to request eight new positions, which the board 
granted, at an additional cost of $570,000. Time 
has run out in both cases.

County schools were able to undertake the 
personnel expansion  with their million-dol-
lar share of the $10 billion EduJobs program 
intended to avert teacher layoffs nationwide. 
The grants have expired, circumstances have 
changed and the school board and councils 
have to make other arrangements.

For Shelton and the band boosters who 
rose to his defense last spring when the FCHS 
school council decided to reduce his position 
to part time, the news is mixed. Rising enroll-
ment means the school is allotted 3.5 more po-
sitions than a year ago so it once again has the 
money to pay a full-time band director.  But 
Principal Sharon Collett told council members 
that, because they are in effect re-creating a 
position that ceased to exist in the 2011-2012 
school year, they have to advertise the vacancy 
and accept applications – including one from 
Shelton if he wants the job.

The director said he’d resign rather than 
take a part-time assignment when things blew 
up last March. Some of his loyal students said 
they, too, would consider transferring to other 
schools. It all settled down when the school 
board agreed to make the full-time band di-
rectorship an “itinerant” position, for one year, 
meaning he held responsibilities to the district 
as a whole, rather than just one school.

Shelton again finds himself at a crossroads. 
He told The State Journal’s Katheran Wasson 
he wants to come back to FCHS but won’t re-
apply for a job  he won four years ago. Parents 
of band members are disheartened at the re-
newed prospect of losing his leadership. 

Their frustration – like Shelton’s – is under-
standable. No one who performs a job com-
petently and honorably over a period of years 
should be forced back to square one just to stay 
put. Nor should any employer who values  loy-
alty and professionalism participate in such 
a charade. If the FCHS principal and council 
members have anything like the respect for 
Shelton that his band members and boosters 
have shown, they should do everything in their 
power to cut through the red tape and keep the 
director they already have doing what he does 
best. Superintendent Harrie Buecker said the 
school board attorney was examining  alterna-
tives.

Meanwhile, other county schools that hired 
new people with federal money in the wake of 
the band director’s reassignment may have to 
make staff cutbacks unless they, like FCHS, get 
extra positions because of enrollment increas-
es. They may recall that despite the uproar over 
the band director’s proposed downgrading, a 
concurrent proposal to drop a science teaching 
position from full to part time drew relatively 
little public criticism last year.

Band, the musical embodiment of school 
spirit, occupies a special spot in the hearts of 
supporters. Other teachers, being less visible to 
the public, may have to fend for themselves.

This experience should impress upon ev-
eryone the risk of using temporary funds for 
recurrent expenses. It’s nice while it lasts, but 
when the money stops, the music can die.

Band back 
in a bind

editorials

In terms of equity, it’s hard to ar-
gue with President Obama’s call 
to enact the “Buffett Rule” – set-
ting an alternative minimum in-

come tax of 30 percent for $1-million-
plus earners.

  But it’s also true: In Washington’s 
multitrillion-dollar budget debates, 
imposing the rule proposed by finan-
cier Warren Buffett would yield just $5 
billion a year. 

The far greater problem is to com-
bat the argument that reasonable lev-
els of taxes on the affluent quash job-
producing investment. It’s just not so. 
As Bill Gates Sr. argues in his foreword 
to a new book, “The Self-Made Myth,” 
by Brian Miller and Mike Lapham 
(Berrett-Koehler Publishers): 

“A quick glance at the past 80 years 
shows that we have had periods of tre-
mendous economic growth in this 
country when top marginal rates were 
high, putting a lie to the notion that 
raising taxes on upper-income taxpay-
ers will stunt growth.” 

Then there’s the companion myth: 
that it hardly matters whether govern-
ment services, ranging from education 
to infrastructure to public safety, are 
crippled by budget cuts. What’s alarm-
ing today is that the anti-govern-
ment agenda isn’t just being pushed 
in Washington, where it threatens to 
fulfill the wildest dreams of Grover 
Norquist’s “never raise taxes” cam-
paign. There’s also a concerted nation-
wide effort to sell the same perverse 
philosophy to state governments. And 
it’s based on the same supply-side eco-
nomic theory – once termed “voodoo 
economics” by George H.W. Bush – 
that reduced taxes automatically spur 
economic productivity. 

Leading supply-side economist Ar-
thur Laffer and the corporate-backed 
American Legislative Exchange Coun-
cil (ALEC) have just released a new 
edition of their “Rich States, Poor 
States” report, pushing this very idea 
while giving zero credit to the quality 
of state services. 

 ALEC, it’s worth noting, is the same 
group that’s gained newfound atten-
tion for circulating to legislators na-

tionwide the National Rifle Associa-
tion’s “Stand Your Ground” law tied to 
the Florida killing of Trayvon Martin. 
It’s also the key purveyor of “Voter ID” 
laws transparently intended to reduce 
voting by students and low-income 
citizens. 

A raft of corporations – among them 
Kraft, Wendy’s, McDonald’s, Coca-
Cola, PepsiCo and Intuit – have re-
cently withdrawn from ALEC, appar-
ently anxious to disassociate them-
selves from public kickback against 
its extreme positions. ALEC itself an-
nounced, just last week, that it would 
discontinue its “Public Safety and 
Elections Task Force,” which had for-
mulated and spread the Voter ID and 
permissive gun laws. 

But the low-to-no-tax, shrunken 
government formula is now throw-
ing a shadow across paths of political 
moderation and bipartisan accords in 
state legislatures nationwide. In fact, 
there are current proposals from gov-
ernors in Kansas and Oklahoma, plus 
some legislators in Missouri, Maine 
and Ohio, to repeal their state income 
taxes entirely, claiming a burst of new 
investment and/or less population loss 
as a result. 

Constant scrutiny of government 
does make sense. Free from tough 
open market discipline, bureaucra-
cies have a tendency to expand beyond 
need. And there’s a severe problem of 
politicos, regardless of party, push-
ing programs but delaying finance to 
cover them. Public pensions – promise 
now, pay later – are a clear example. 
Today’s fiscal crises, in states from 
California to Illinois to Rhode Island, 
prove the dangers. 

But abuses don’t mean that govern-
ment isn’t a vital player. This is a key 
moment to mount a robust defense of 
public service – for the dedication of 
skilled public servants, and for the in-

credible value that government servic-
es deliver for our society. 

 The moral is that in a strong de-
mocracy, everyone counts. National 
prosperity isn’t just created by brave, 
gutsy executives and smart investors. 
It’s what we achieve jointly, with gov-
ernment a strong player – a point made 
forcefully in “The Self-Made Myth.” 

Gates writes that his son couldn’t 
have built the fabulously success-
ful Microsoft without America’s pub-
licly supported infrastructure, tax 
laws, government-funded scientific 
research, education and patent pro-
tection. The book goes on to cite the 
experience of a range of successful en-
trepreneurs willing to acknowledge 
their immense debt to the broad base 
of publicly financed goods our society 
offers. 

The reality is that government has 
been an indispensable player in devel-
oping America’s prosperity, from the 
early canals to our transcontinental 
railways, great dams to the interstate 
highway system, the first telegraph 
lines to government-funded research 
that led to the Internet. 

The same is distinctly true at the lo-
cal and state level, from public schools 
for all to our great public universities, 
the first minimum wage and work-
place safety laws. 

Today, rather than cutting basic 
public services, we need to use govern-
ment to position us for future prosper-
ity and global competitiveness. This 
means public investment is essential 
– in research leading to new technolo-
gies, public transit, export promotion, 
an alternative energy grid, high-speed 
rail to match world standards, and 
more. 

With the income gap between our 
classes widening dramatically, with 
average worker incomes stagnating 
while executive compensation reaches 
stratospheric highs, taxes really ought 
to be made more steeply progressive – 
not the opposite. So that governments 
– federal, state and local – can do their 
essential job, for us all.
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Progressive tax works
History shows government is very good for business

Neal PeirCe

The Jerusalem Post on the pro-Palestinian “flytilla”:

The coordinated arrival at Ben-Gurion 
Airport of hundreds of pro-Palestinian 
activists from countries such as Can-
ada, Portugal, Jordan, France, Britain, 

Belgium and Turkey was designed to create a 
provocation.

The timing of what is being dubbed a “flytil-
la” — after maritime attempts such as the infa-
mous Mavi Marmara to challenge Israel’s sov-
ereignty — is no coincidence.

It was purposely planned to take place pre-
cisely when thousands of Israelis vacationing 
abroad for Passover or Easter made their way 
home via Ben-Gurion Airport ...

Thankfully, our political leaders took pre-
emptive action ...

There also appears to be increasing under-
standing in the international community that 
many self-proclaimed pro-Palestinian activists 
are not so much motivated by the desire to im-
prove the lot of the Palestinian people as they 
are to do everything in their power to delegiti-
mize the State of Israel.

Pressure on Israel

Plant to test if cattle manure, municipal waste, etc., can fuel our cars
The Hutchinson (Kan.) News on renewable energy:

Most everyone knows about 
ethanol plants. Kansas 
has a handful of them. 
They take agricultural 

foodstuffs — primarily corn and milo 
grown right here — and make a fuel 
much like gasoline that can power our 
cars in part if not whole.

Now imagine one of those etha-
nol plants getting its operating power 
from a yet another renewable energy 

source. Imagine creating energy by 
mixing cattle manure from a nearby 
feedlot, municipal waste from a near-
by city, grain dust and animal waste.

That’s just what the Western Plains 
Energy ethanol plant near Oakley in 
northwest Kansas will do, eliminating 
nearly 90 percent of fossil fuels cur-
rently used to operate the plant and 
becoming a user and producer of re-
newable energy.

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack announced a $5 million grant for 

the biogas anaerobic digester to West-
ern Plains Energy while in Kansas re-
cently. ...

Feedlot manure, sewage and mu-
nicipal wastes in landfills are not usu-
ally fascinating subjects. But these are 
environmentally harmful byproducts 
of human consumption, and if we can 
mitigate those while producing a re-
newable fuel, well, that is fascinating. 
...

... It’s progress and results are well 
worth watching.
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We need to use government 
to position us for future 
prosperity and global 
competitiveness. 


