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men : lienca the sadness nd deep distress
of all considerate patriots and hence
this solemn day of "humiliation, fasting,
and prayer." Let us, therefore, look the
evil lull in the face let us consent to
know the worst. It is only the weak and
the cowardly that are unwilling to know
the extent of their disease, or the depth
of their wounds. Nay, it is impossible
for us to be properly humbled and to pray
aright, unless wo understand our true
condition. What is the use of crying,
"Peace, peace, when then; is no peace"?
To make a frank and fearless exhibition
of the evili that now threaten us, ungra-
cious as it may be to some, is my task to-

day, which I could not avoid if I would,
and would not if I could.

1. Wo are in the midst of great sec-

tional strife: l, hatred and unpar-
alleled exasperation has inflamed the
popular mind, which is a great evil not
only in its influence upon others, but
subjectively upon our own minds and
hearts. The effects of intense passion
and hate, upon our own souls, will, like
the pits and scars of the small-pox- , re-

main after the cause that produced them
has been removed nay, they will become
hereditary, and be transmitted from gen
eration to generation. the hatred exist-
ing between the "Jews and Samaritans"
has become proverbial in all languages.
And we bid fair to develop and cultivate
n similar hatred. And is not this an evil ?

Pn if result
in anything but Erutual harm ? How does

it accord with the spirit of Christianity ?

Is it a mark of true magnanimity? Is
it not fearful? And docs it not call for
" humiliation, fasting and prayer" ?

2. Asrain : There is great derangement
of business, depreciation in the value of
property, a stop put to new enterprises ;

and what is tenfold worse than all, there
is a tendency and a temptation to dishon-
esty and fraud, excused and cloaked by

the plea of the " disturbed condition of
the times I Is not this a threatening ca-

lamity ? And will not its moral effect be

disastrous upon ourselves and our chil-

dren ?

3. Once more: The government has be-u- n

to eo to pieces schism has actually
laken place a disruption as sudden and
tremendous as though it had been caused

by an earthquake A strange and fearful
excitement impels the masses. Where or
how it will end, no mortal can predict.
There is every probability that this once

magnificent Union will be subdivided into
five or six petty governments. The in-

terests of South Carolina, with her ocean

border, are wholly different from those of
Louisiana, connected by the Mississippi
river with the Northwest. Moreover,
South Carolina will have inaugurated her
governmental policy and be fully com-

mitted to it before the other States can
follow ; so that the other States must ei-

ther conform to her, or set up for them-
selves. Texas has once been under "the
lone star," and can easily revert back to
an independent existence. Moreover, her
interests, growing out of her immediate
proximity to Mexico andthe Indian terri-
tory, are peculiar and different from oth-

ers. The Pacific coast is already cut off

by distance and natural barriers : they
have no interests except governmental in
common with the Atlantio States; so that
when the glory of the Union is departed,
the bond that binds them to us will be
severed. And even the middle " slave
Suites," as their overtures and embassies,
to South Carolina were treated with such
lirtlc consideration nay, almost spurned,
V. V.l be tempted to foru a eentn.l coo fed i

e.aey of their own. Attl as to Miosis.'
sippi divided both geographically and
commercially in her interests having
no seaports, no outlets, must be at the
mercy of Louisiana on the one side, and
Alabama on the other. Thus you per-

ceive, my hearers, that it is impossible to
disguise the appalling fact and great folly
to attempt it, even if we could, that the
Union is now in imminent danger of
breaking up and dissolving into six. or

ivcn petty and opposing fragments. And
even if they should not dissever into 60
many diminutive republics just now, what
guarantee have we against this evil in
the future? The example has been set
the principle sanctioned; and the very ar-

guments that now are used to justify dis-

union into large fragments, will, with the
very sace force, justify disunion into stiil
smaller fragments. Thus divided, our
prestige will be destroyed ; our influence
upon the world will be nothing: we shall
no longer hold "the balance of power" on
this continent ; the " Monroe doctrine!'
will become a nullity ; the great powers
of Europe will play upon us with the fa-

cility that a harper plays upon a harp, to
tfieir own interests-an- our destruction
O, ray hearers, is not the bare possibility
of this being verified, a cause sufficient to
humble us before GoJ this day ?

4. But there is another evil, fellow-cit-izan- s,

hanging over us still more dreadful,
and which I tremble to approach ; but
which faithfulness to you and duty to my
God forbid that I should pass by in si-

lence. It is the possibility, nay the prob-
ability of " civil war " the worst of all
wars the most terrifio of all strifes !

Some men can sit in their easy chair and
bund a beautiful "castle in the air: thev
can effect on paper a peaceful disrup
oi the country, and reconstruct
republic in a few minutes, "
empires. Alas I if all
able, And all men
were wise, an
fanaticism
this

atid cultivating a now country, and such
a country as ours, originally filled with
savage, would make the conflict of civil

strife the mere terrible and the more de-

structive. The one prt would have the
advantage in numbers, two to ono ; the
other might be destroyed, but could never
bo conquered. The result would bo the
certain destruction, to a great extont, of
the manufactures and commerce of the
North; tens of thousands would be turned
out of employment, and then would follow
that which is more terrible than the howl
of wild beasts, the cry for "bread I"

But the North, having five ships ten
ships, twenty ships to our one could ea-

sily blockade all our ports, and lock up'
the gulf as securely as a prison house.
Our cotton, which we, by a d

delusion, call "King," could not open it.
It is a fallacy to call cotton king. Cotton
is king only with a few hundred proud,
haughty prince manufacturers, for whom
the masses of the people have no love,
and whose destruction would cause them
to shed no tears. Cotton no more de-

serves the high sounding title of king
than does iron, or wool, or leather, or any
other commodity of general consumption.
There is no king save one, that is bread,
bread. BREAD ! soinethinsr to eat. Were
every bale of cotton on the face of the
earth destroyed it would not make
one loaf of bread, one pound of meat, or
one Irish potato the less. King Bread
would still sit on his throne with his sove-
reignty unimpaired, aud wield his potent
scepter with unchecked sway. Cotton is
only a subordinata power under this
mighty king.

Let the gulf and cotton ports be lock-

ed up for three years, and that is a short
allowance of time for a civil war that
has its origin in personal hate and l,

and let our cotton accumulate in
stacks and pyramids on our river banks
and at our railroad depots, and what
would be the effect? We should have
plenty to eat and to wear 'tis truo, we
could be comfortable for three years, or
for six, or for a life time. But, then,
look at the effect upon our staple, even
after the ports were opened. Three
fourths of the manufacturing establish-
ments of the world will have " gone by
the board," so that there will be little or
no demand for our threefold crop. And,
besides, consumers will have learned
economy in the use of cotton fabrics; oth-

er expedients will have been discovered
and resorted to, and the world will learn
to do on one-fourt- or one-hal- f of what
they formerly consumed. Then what
must be the effect of this upon the value
of our lands, our staple, our operatives,
our " peculiar institution ?" Is any one
so blind as not to see that it will be al
most destroyed? But this is not the end.
Let civil war rage along our northern
border, and no power on earth can prevent
the masters or sons of masters from bring-
ing their slaves by hundreds of thousands
and settling among us, and crowding
down upon the gulf States. The black
race is naturally very prolific, doubling
their number every lew years. Behold,
then, five million of slaves crowded into
the "cotton States," and the effect will be
certain destruction to their value. The
small farmer, with two hundred acres of
land to cultivate, can use six good horses
to advantage, and make them all profita-
ble. But instead of six, give him sixty,
and compel him to keep and feed them,
and they will soon break hiiu up. So a
certain number of slaves, on a certain
quantity of land, will be valuable, but
double their number and they all become
ut.fi.;.-- . TLisO! be the instable ef-

fect of civil war. Noed I draw conclu-
sions? There is no one so obtuse, so ig-

norant of the plainest principles of polit-
ical economy as not to see whac the nat-

ural, the uncontrollable result must be.
I will here let fall the curtain. I will

not harrow your feelings nor shook your
sensibilities by depicting the ineffable
horrors of actual and infuriated civil war.
Nor will I attempt to portray its effects
upon the religion and the morals of a
country; I have not the time nor the
heart to plead the destruction that such a
state of things will bring upon all mis-

sionary enterprises and Christian benev-
olence. This, perhaps, would be but lit-

tle regarded by those who are bringing
the country to its present fearful condi-
tion. But I ask you, fellow-citizen- s,

whether the evils threatened are not tre-

mendous and fearful? And whether the
probability or even the possibility of their
bursting upon us is not a sufficient cause,
nay, a most impelling reason why we as
a nation and as individuals should hum-
ble ourselves in dust and ashes this day
before God, and beseech him for his mer-
cy's sake to avert the threatened calami-
ties.

III. But, my hearers, our "humilia-
tion, fisting and prayer" this day would
bo a mockery without confession and re-

pentance. This is the hardest part of all.

it is hard to acknowledge our sad case,
but worse to confess that it has been just-
ly brought on us for our own shis. Let
us, therefore, with God's help, muster all
our courage and " make a clean breast of
it" acknowledge our sins in a way that
will evince our sincerity and repentance.
Surely we do not want to engage in a farce

this solemn day oi a nation s calamity.
therefore, have the magnanimity
is our laults. Oou is a merciiul

Hud Father j he does not will- -

eople. Nothing, there- -

-- our aggravated sins
is frown, and caus- -

of wrath. Let

vwas

Tst, they
stead of re- -

jinbassadors they

iug the masses, they are
n: they have cast theni- -

iito the popular current, and scud
?clore the gale. In this respect they have
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been worse than " dumb dogs ;" they
have been " wolves in sheep's clothing,"
and have " gone with the multitude to do

evil."
that this de-

scription
I am aware, my hearers,

of sin points to a certain see-tio-

But it would be as ungenerous as

untruthful to insinuate that all our na-

tional sins were confined to a certain se-

ctionfar from it. The whole nation is

guilty before God.
4. The facility with which constitution-

al and civil law is disregarded and tram-

pled under foot is not confined to sections.
Whilst the one has set at defiance United
States ordinances in nullifying the " fu-

gitive slave law," the other has connived
at the violation of the laws of both God
and man in keeping up the odious "Afri-
can slave trade ;" whilst mobs on the one
side wrest slaves from their rightful own-

ers, vigilant mobs on the other wrest law
from the hands of the duly constituted
civil authorities ; whilst lawless bands,
armed with "Sharp's rifles," take violent
possession of a territory for the use of a

section that is the common property of
all, lawless bands of fillibusters, with our
connivance, attempt, by violence, to take
possession of the territories of our neigh-
bors. We are all alike guilty before God

5. The lamentable disregard of Bible
religion, the Sabbath, the sanctuary and
the moral law, is as characteristic of the
one section as of the other; or if there
be any difference it is against us. Go to
any of our great southern cities, to St.
Louis or New Orleans, for example, and
note how the Sabbath is observed. In-

stead of being kept "holy" it is a day
of revelry. The people jostle against one
anothor in the streets, some going to the
Church of God, others to the "circus" or
beer gardens. The choral hymn of praise
in the sanctuary is almost drowned by the
shout of the applauding multitude in a
neighboring theater. Not only the fourth
but the sixth commandment, " Thou shalt
not kill," is fearfully disregarded by us.
The shedding of human blood in the
southern country is perfectly enormous
and frightful ; scarcely a week passes that
a bloody affray does not lake place in ev-

ery neighborhood. So common is homi-
cide that it makes but little impression
upon us it is forgotten in a day. Be as-

sured that we the people are responsible
for every drop of this blood that cries to
heaven against us.

6. But whilst I am confessing the sins
of our own section let me complete this
part of my duty by faithfully confessing
our sins in relation to our "peculiar in-

stitution. "--
-

As to the institution of slavery I have
no doubt as to its lawfulness. It is clear-
ly authorized and sanctioned by the Old
Testament Scriptures, even in the moral
law, and manifestly recognized by Christ
and his apostles. Disconnected, there-
fore, from its abuses, which are not neoes-sar- y

to its existence, it is clearly a Bible
institution and consistent with the high-
est type of piety and godliness. In the
light of Providence, the scripture sanc-
tions on this subject are abundantly con-
firmed and illustrated. Slavery in some
form or shape is essential to the attain-
ment of the highest civilization, and to
the progressive development and eleva-

tion of humanity. Not that one class is
to be depressed whilst the other is eleva-

ted, but all rise together; like the para-
sitic plant, the slave is elevated with and
by his master. This problem is demon-
strated by Providence. As to African
slavery I have no perplexity of mind on
that subject. 'It is perfectly clear to me
iiat the proper condition of the negro in
this country is that of servitude. Pre-
suming that he has a good master, no
greater calamity can befall him than to
be made free. It is a great pity that all
our States are not slave States, and that
all free negroes have not good masters. I
feel sure that the correctness of this po-

sition, which, to the minds of some, may
seem ultra, can be demonstrated. But,
my hearers, whilst these are my honest
and deliberate sentiments, yet I would
not be true to you, true to myself, nor
true to my God, did I not tell you that
there are certain abuses connected with
African slavery in this country, known to
all, acknowledged by all, and regretted
by all, that cry to heaven for correction
and give our enemies the advantage
over us in the great contest on this
subject; and, I have not the shadow
of a doubt, is one causgo of our na-

tional calamity aud which must
be corrected before we can reasonably ex-

pect the full favor of heaven upon the
institution. Slavery does by no possible
construction sanction the violation of the
moral law of Qod. And yet we of the
South have done this very thing by our
legislative enactments in three notable
particulars, viz.:

First. Our laws do not recognize the
marriage relation between slaves, and do
not hinder a master from separating hus-
band and wife. This is not only in di-

rect violation of God's law, but is mani-
festly contrary to the best intents of the
master.

Second. Our laws do not recognize the
parental relation, except in a few States.
This is also directly in the face of the
fifth commandment, and contrary to the
best intents of the master. Parent and
child should not be separated before the
child is ten or twelve years old.

Ihird. Our laws do not sufficiently pro-
tect the lives of our slaves. A wicked or
a jealous overseer or a malicious white
man may take the life of a slave in the
presence of fifty others and yet there is
no legal evidence against him. This is
a great and a crying evil. Our laws should
reeognize the testimony of blacks in ur-- -

ler cases, not as direct, but as circum- -

lal ezidcnce, taken when fully cor- -
1 bv other testimony. I hese,

are evils, great evils, that by
ecessarily belongs to slavery.

corrected, and it becomes at
1iarchal institution recogniz- -

ned by the Bible. And the
re corrected the better for
happiness.
me to what I sincerely

sin of the nation
o of all our national trou--- t

ground for heaven's dis- -

THE NEGLECT OF GOVEUN- -

rtoPLE. God, by his gra-ic- c,

committed to the peo-intr-

as ho did his "ora- -

eient Jews, a precious talent
n care of and returned with

her than that cf self-gover-

ular sovereignty something
the highest development of

consequently to the um-o- f

his spiritual kingdom
This trust imposes upon

without a single exception,
taking part in the govern-:ountry- ,

which requires him
ar, to read, to speak out, aud

to the qualifications of those
ie selects to represent him in our

islative halls aud national councils.
But how completely has this talent been
" buried I" How wofully has this duty-bee-

neglected ! How few " now-a-da- "

feel or take any active interest in govern-
mental affairs. How completely has this
interest passed out of the hands of the
people into the hands of "caucuses" and
self appointed leaders, whose rule is as ab-

solute over the people as that of the Au-

tocrat of Russia over his serfs. Tho re

sult is that our legislative halls and ex-

ecutive chairs are filled with men for the
most part that do not represent the people,
but only the "caucuses," and that have
not the "fear of God before th'eir eyes;"
men utterly unfit to be tho conservators
of the sacred boon committed by God to
the keeping of this nation. Who would
not be laughed at even here, in this little
city of churches, who should make it a
requisite in the character of a candidate
for his suffrage, (hat he should be a good
man, a God-fearin- g man, a regenerated
man, a man of prayer, ono who should
look to God for wisdom and guidance in
all his public acts? Alas! I need but to
ask the question to convince every one
that hears me y that what 1 say is
true. " The wicked walk on every side
when the vilest men are exalted."

This has been our great national sin,
and we are about to reap and are reaping
the bitter fruits of our criminal violation
of trust and neglect of duty. All who
know anything at all of the origin and
history of the present evils, know that
they have originated, for the most part,
on the floors of our national council- -

chambers. From that fountain speeches
and documents of the most exciting and
wrathful kind have flowed into every nook
and corner of the country. From that
hot center consecutive waves of fire have
rolled out through all the land, kindling
the whole nation into aflame. And this
is not all; each one of these caucus
appointed politicians has under his con-

trol a little newspaper that fairly repre-
sents him in fanning the flame and pour-
ing out gall and bitterness into t.heJosoni
of the people. And this leads me to men
tion,

8. Another great dereliction on the
part of the people as the conservators of
public weal; it is the utter neglect of that
greatest of all agencies for good as well
as for evil, the public tress. How few
of the thousands of the "yellow back
pamphlets" that are published, and how
few of the multitudinous petty newspa-
pers that flood the land, whose influence
upon the masses is not more for evil than
for good. This is a great national sin,
for which the people aro strictly respon-
sible. For if these bad books did not find
readers they would not find publishers;
and if these corrupting newspapers were
not patronized they would not circulate
and work evil.

Looking at these causes and agencies
as evidence ol the faithlessness oi the peo-

ple of this country to whom has been
committed the boon of self government
and popular sovereignty in taking care of
it, using it and improving it as designed
by the Beneficent Giver, it is no wonder
that we now stand upon the brink of de-

struction. When I review the multiplied
sins and transgressions of which we as
sections and as a nation are confessedly
guilty; when I consider the pride and
the haughtiness that characterize us as a

people; when I reflect upon the manner
in which we have trampled under foot the
mercies of God, and hae counted the
blood of the covenant wherewith we were
sanctified an unholy thing, aud have done
despite to the spirit of grace, I see no pos
sible escape from punishment sooner or
later except, as in the case of "that great
city Nineveh," by humiliation and repen-
tance. And of this I see but little evi-

dence. The "proclamation" of the Pres-
ident, calling upon the nation to engage
this day in "humiliation, fasting and
prayer," has been ridiculed by some, flout-

ed by others, and, I fear, neglected by the
great majority. But let me say, in con-

clusion, to those who have observed this
day in spirit and in truth, ar;l taivejmadp
the calamitous condition of the okimtry
a subject of humble and contrite' prayer,
let come what may, you will be blessed in
a way perhaps unseen by mortal eye, but
not unseen by God ; whilst to others I
would say, let come what may, it will bring
no blessing to you. " The Lord reigns."
" Them that honor mo I will honor, and
they that despise me shall be lightly es
teemed."

W. W. HILL-IDITO- B
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Revivals.
The Commonwealth states that eigh-

teen 'persons were added to the Presby-

terian church in Frankfort, Ky., as the

result of the extra services which have

been held in that church of late. The

services were still in progress and the
work was extending.

- Since the above was put in type that

paper of a later date has reached us.' Af

ter stating that the services had bten

continued up to last Saturday, the editor

pays: "Up to this time we learh tbat
twenty-si- x persons have joined the church
on profession of faith in Christ, and there
are a number of others who are still anx-

iously concerned, who are expected to

unite with the church in a few days. The
faithful pastor (Rev. B. T. Lacy) has
been assisted in his labors by Rev.
Messrs, McKee and Robinson, of Louis-

ville, Rev. R. G. Brank. of LexingtonTand

Rev J. R. Hendrick, of this city. We

hear on all hands high enconiunis upon

the sermons preached during tli--

ipg, for their plain, practical, and iorcib'.e

presentation of truth. Such pr. iu'iing
is not often enjoyed by any perjile, as

that to which the congregations u! tend-

ing these services have listened. We

hope this good work may, go on nd ex-

tend to other churches in our city."
The Portland Avenue Presbyterian

church of this city, of which Rev. E.
Wurts is the supply, was strengthened

by an addition of eight persons on last

Sabbath. The services will be contiuued

during the present week and other addi

tions are expected.
Rev. James Gilchrist writes tht a ve-

ry interesting work of grace is in pro-

gress at Newburgh, Ir.d. Twenty-fou- r

were added tbreo on certificate. Some

more are expected to unite soon. The
church feels much encouraged, haying for

the last eight months had a steady
growth; forty-fiv- e in all have at different

times been added,

Rev. E. Henry, the pastor, writes that
an encouraging work of grace is at pres-

ent in progress in the Presbyterian church

at Dillsborough, Ind. Twenty-on- pro-

fessed a hope in Christ. Others are still

inquiring.

Validity ov Roman Catholic Bap-TISM- -

Rev. Dr. Scott, of San Francisco,
Cal., in his Pacific Expositor, has taken

the ground that Roman Catholic baptism
is valid, in opposition to the dccioion of

the General Assembly.

2ev. R. J. cn Slavery.
The advance sheets of an article in the

Danmlle. Quarterly Itevieio, for March,
1S(J1, from the pen of Dr. R. J. Breek-inrid-

entitled "Our Country : Its Teril
and its Deliverance," has reached e

subject is treated under five heads,
viz.:
I. The Spirit of Anarchy: Its Rise, Pro-

gress, Present State, Nature, Ten-
dency.

II. Grounds of Hope and Effort: State-
ment of the Facts, Principles, and Con-
siderations, on which the Preservation
of the Union depends.

III. Negro Slavery: As the CauseorOo-casio- n

of Sedition, Anarchy and Revo
lution Considered in the light of our
Civil and Political Institutions, of the
Law of Nature and of the Word of
God.

IV. American Settlement: Statement of
the Case Relation of the North and
the South to the Rendition of Fugi-
tive Slaves and to Slavery in the Ter-
ritories Rights and Duties of both
Parties Amicable Settlement as Sim-

ple and Equitable as it is Wise and
Patriotic.

V. The Doctrine of Coercion : Its Abuse.
Nature, Relation to the actual State of
Affairs The Power, Duty and Re-
sponsibility of the General Govern-
ment.

The article is written in the Doctor's
usual clear, logical and nervous style,
und will be read with intense interest by
thinking men in all portions of the coun-

try. We give this week an extract from
the third section of the article on the
general subject of slavery, which strikes
us as the fullest, most comprehensive, and
the truest statement of principles upon
the general subject that we have any-

where seen. It expresses, better than we
have anywhere else seen it expressed, our
own views upon that subject, and we
think it must commend itself to all mod
erate, right-thinkin- g men as true. Next
week we shall give other extracts upon
other heads. The Doctor advocates, un-

der the last head, the execution of tbe
laws in the seceding States, by the Pres
ident of the United States, by force if
resistance is made to it. Upon that
point, as our readers already know, we
differ from him. But we shall allow him
to speak for himself. It is a point of ex-

treme difficulty, and upon the proper so-

lution of it depends the peace of these
States for years to come:

1. The human reason teaches with
clearness that if there can be such a thing,
or such an idea, as property, the highest
form of it nay, the very basis of it is
the right which every one-ha- s to himself:
and just as clearly, tbat the claim of
property by the Law of Nature, on the
part of one person in another person, is
founded in the rejection of the very foun-
dation of the idea of property, since my
right to have another rests on my previ-
ous right to myself. On the other hand,
human reason teaches us that property in
ourself is as capable of being forfeited,
limited, or alienated, as any other prop-
erty. For example, the right of exist-
ence is higher than our properly in our-
self; and it is as absurd to say that I
may not part absolutely with the latter,
in order to secure the former, as it is to
say I may cot limit my property in my-
self, in ordf r to make my existence more
endurable, or even more comfortable.
And the very nature of human society is
such that the liberty, as well as the life
and property of every one, passes by the
fact of the existence of society, from its
absolute personal form, into a modified
form determinable only by the aggregate
will which will ought to be determined
by the will of God. But as the human
race is in rebellion against God human
reason lands the problem very nearly in
a paradox. 2. If we appeal next for
guidance to the common impulses of the
human soul, in order to have this great
question of human servitude interpreted,
we obtain a response equally vague, but
far more vehement than before. Surely
it is, and it has always been, the desire of
every human being to be free from re-

straint the passionate desire of our race
to possess what each member of it, in his
particular condition, meant by liberty.
And the aggregate impulse of the race in
that direction is more powerful and is bet-

ter regulated to-da- than it ever was be-

fore, and the hope of true, and stable, and
universal freedom, as the final inheritance
of all mankind, may be more rationally
cherished than at any former period. But
the widest men and the fireest people
know the best that this personal desire
of freedom from restraint is no evidence
whatever that restraint is wron;; and
that this universal impulse towards what
they mean by liberty, totally fails of it-

self in proving thit they who cherish it
would do ought but mischief, if God were
to gratify all their desires. It is one of
tbe most sorrowful aspects of human na-

ture this consuming impulse towards
liberty and equality this lasting desire
of the good and the wise that it might be
gratified this total impossibility of its
gratification, except under special condi-

tions of advancement, reached as yet by
comparatively small portions of our race.
3. And now if we turn to the common opin-
ion and belief of the human race, as tbe
truo expositor of tbat law of their nature
uii'.Ui U.u in.MltUtlons
of the most civilized states are to be alio!
ished and the inspired teachings of God
are to be silenced ; we may take one firm
step, and then all is chaos, which thicken
as we advance. Assuredly there is a
sense of good and of true and therefore
of right and just universal in our race;
and a sense, moreover, that these things
apply to, and ought to regulate, all'the
conditions and relations of man servi-
tude in all its forms amongst the rest. If
there was ever an opinion and belief com-

mon to our race, that servitude in its wi
dest sense was contrary to the nature of
man; then the race had before it always,
in the actual condition of the larger pan
of it, the clearest proof that the belief
was absurd. If there had ever been such
a common belief strong enough to form
the basis of practical life ; theu half the
race would have immediately perished
from want or universal rapine would
have become its habitual condition. The
belief has, no doubt, been common to our
race in all time, that every one ought to
enjoy all the gifts of God, and amongst
the rest the inestimable one of personal
freedom, so far as was compatible with
the circumstances in which God's provi-

dence had placed each person that is, so
far as was compatible with the will of
the Giver of a'l good, thus made known
to every person. And this belief is true
and just. But what is established by it
is, that according to the Law cf Nature
as explained by the spontaneous belief
of mankind, servitude in every form may,
though uf itself indifferent, become right
or wrong, good or bad, according to the
circumstances of each particular case.
And beyond this unquestionable truth
he who will inquire will get no intelligible
response. 4. The last of the four utter-- '

y

ances of the Law of Nature which we
have specified, is actual execution of the
law, as that is exhibited to us in the com-
mon state of the human race, in all aes,
and in every stage of civilization. Here
there is no possibility of mistake. The
testimony is as unanimous as it is fright-
ful and universal. The different races,
the different nations, the different tribes,
the different families, the different indi-
viduals all, everywhere, have felt them-
selves to be naturally impelled to reduce
each other into a condition of subjection,
and have felt, themselves to be naturally
permitted, upon a change of fortune, to
submit to a state of subjection. Nor is
it possible to doubt that the natural and
universal conduct of mankind, as clear-
ly proves that men are as thoroughly
convinced they ought to be masters, as
their conduct could possibly prove they
were convinced that they ought not to be
slaves. Those conditions of mankind
which are alledged to resemble most near-
ly the condition claimed to be natural to
man, are the very conditions in which
servitude, in some form or other, is the
most spontaneous and complete; and it
is in conditions of advanced civilization
that the extreme forms of servitude grad-
ually expire unless some peculiar ele-
ment, in the state of society opposes an
insuperable barrier to its extinction. It
takes nothing from the boundless testi-
mony, to assert that the dreary conclu-
sion it establishes is contrary to the rea-
son, fhe impulses, and the beliefs of man-
kind: for if the assertion were true, it
only shows that mankind cannot be what
mankind asserts, desirea, and lelieve it.
should fro. And the more desolate the
conviction thus begottei may be, the more
are we compelled to look for the miti-
gation of human servitude not to the!
revolution based on our notions of the!
Law of Nature, but the wise and temper-
ate amelioration of existing institutions,

'

under the influence of the love of God.
And the more all other rules of judgment
and conduct fail us, the more we ought!
to feel obliged to submit ourselves to The;
guidance of God, in matters which con- - j

cern us so nearly as these now do. What'
remains, therefore, is to consider the ques
tion of human servitude in the light of
divine revelation.

4. It is in the Word of God that this
great problem is completely solved. Hu-- !
man servitude, in all its forms, is one of
the badges of the fallen condition of tbe!
human race ; and every incident of it,
that aggravates any particular form of it,
or that augments the severity of all the,
forms of it from the very lightest to the

'very heaviest, is a separate proof that our
natural condition is one of sin and mise-- j
ry. And whatever revolt there may be

'

in human nature against any form of ser- -
vitude, is a kind of testimony to the erig-- 1

inal freedom in which man was created
'

in the image of God, and to the remain-- !
ing susceptibility of his depraved nature
to be restored; while tbe utter inability!
of tbe race to escape this part of its de- -

plorable condition, shows how deeply the
grounds and reasons of that condition are
laid in its nature. A fallen race, Ivies
under the wrath of God and the condem-
nation of his holy law but having his
promise of deliverance even in this life
and of immortal blessedness in a better
life to come is making its way, in this
condition of probation, through the ages
and across the earth. The accumulated
experience of the entire existence of the
race, and the uniform course of divine
providence, and the explicit declarations
of God's Word, show us in tbe clearest
manner, that the career of such a race,
in such a state, and yet under such a pro-
bation, must, necessarily exhihit much
that is, so to speak, unavoidably incident
to such a case, in some, respects alleviat-
ing, and in some respects aggravating its
ordinary, average condition. War is in-

evitable; sometimes in its result glorious
and blessed, sometimes frightful in all its
issues; but war, so far from being of it-

self, and to all who engage in it either just
or sinful, is often atrocious, and often
amongst the highest duties of mankind,
Sickness is the product of God's just sen- -

tence of death upon our sinful race, and
is of itself a temporal evil covering the
whole earth; yet it is often made an un-

speakable blessing, and no one ventures
to say is of itself sinful. Sorrow and af-

fliction are brought on ue in innumerable
forms, and from every quarter, and often
by means of our truest, and noblest, and
wisest impulses ; in every instance they
are incidents of sin, direct or remote, but
perhaps not in one instance of a million of
the sin of him who suffers. Poverty, and
its consequent suffering, is of itself one
of the direst and most universal calami-
ties of mankind; and yet it is the parent
of many of our highest virtues and at-

tainments and so far from being sinful
of itself, is the subject of many of the
most tender ard urgent provisions both of
the law of God and the Gospel of Christ.
It is to this great class of incidents of the
actual condition of our race that human
servitude in all its forms belongs. Ex-

isting, like all we have named, and mul-
titudes besides, because our condition is
just what it is a condition of sin and
misery in a state of probation; wrought
out inevitably, in some form or other, in
the bosom of such a coudition; modified
indefinitely, by every circumstance that
affects any considerable portion of tbe
race ; but utterly incapable of being per-
manently and universally abolished, while
our race continues in a state of sin and
misery, attended with probation. It
seems to us as absurd to call the relation
of master and servant (in any form of
servitude) sinful of itself, or to expect,
the relation to cease upon earth l as. it is
t'o call the 'relation between a sick man
and a well tme, an afflicted inn and a
happy man, a rich man and a poor one,
sinful of itself, or expect either of them
t come to an end. And this, it seems to

, is the simple, the rational, and the
scriptural account of human servitude iu
all its possible aspects, and in its essen
tial nature in the sight of God.

5. If we acknowledge the sacred Scrip
tures to be tho divine rule of our faith
aud our practice, there ought to be an
end to all extreme opinions, and all vio-

lent proceedings, on this entiro subject.
From the days of Abraham to the death
of tho last inspired Apostle, there is one
umtorm uoctrine, one unilorm practice,
one uuchanging aspect of the whole mat
ter presented by God for the guidance
of mankind. Ihrougheut the total rev-

elation which God has made to man-throug- hout

the immense period embrac
ine the dispensations of Abraham, of
Mse, and of Christ h itnan servitude,
Abrahams, Jewish, Christian and hea-

then and the heathen aspect of it, such
as was prcseuted in every nation of an-

tiquity, Asiatic, African and European,
down to and after the period of universal
dominion by the Romans; we have this
immense subject exhibited to us, in all
its possible bearings, by God himself.
Never, in a single instance, is it repre-
sented to us as a thing good in itself;
never, in a singlo instance, as a thing
sinful in itself ; always as a thing actu-

ally existing, always to be expected, al-

lowed by God, considered and treatod in
his law, regulated by his providence,
wholly indifferent as concerning his
grace, and to enter into our final account
to him, both as we may bo masters and
as wo may be servants, in the light of our
faithful discharge or our wicked neglect

of our duties to each other in that rela-- 1

tion. As masters, the measure of our
authority is the measure of our guilt, if
we neglect the duties binding on us, or
abuse the power we possess: so that the
slavery which exists amongst us, carries
this responsibility to a height which, to
all thoughtful Christian persons, gives
the institution one of its heaviest, har
dens To consider the relation, on the
side of the master, one merelv of nmfit
to himself, is to forfeit at once every iua- -
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form of servitude ought to be ameliorated tracted donestic afflictions. Some delay
continually, even if we are sure it canihas "suited for want of access to refer-nev- er

be abolished, is as clear as that'ences needed to complete an outline ofpoverty should be alleviated though we his ministerial life. The compilerit can never be that .
should be relieved though Uis
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certain it will recur forever. Clear as
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durZ'r" t0 makC U th6ir cleari reminiscences widelytin the minds of hisgiven circumstances, to put .
an end to the hereditary slavery which extended acquaintance.
exists amongst us, or under given circum- - Mr- - Marshall was born in Fayette
stances to make it improper to attempt it, county, Ky., February Cth, 1793 nisor impossible to accomplish it ltisab-'r.- i tsurdjherefore, Rbert Marshallif not monstrous con-i- "'

tend that vast regions of our country are jminy years tlle abI and faithful minister
morally bound to the last extremity and !of the Woodford and Bethel churches.
as their chief duty, to labor for the more After receiving the rudiments of a clas-secu- re

establishment and the more effect-- ! sical education, under the instructions ofuat on of nero and ' u;. r u , ,equally L to array public opffioV, and "red University of
to direct political parties, in other vast lraDSylvanla and gduated. In 1822

of the country, to the repression ne eDtercd the Theological Seminary at
or thc destruction of it, on any pretext at; Princeton, J., and prosecuted with
all, much less connected with itsany mor- -' zeal and diligence, a course of studies inal nature. We have i t-

- . ,
faithful observance of ouconstitationaV f '
obligations would put an end to all such course of three years study,
opinions and practices; and that there is received, with five fellow-students- , (Rev.
no justification for any of the principles Dr. Kirk, of Boston, making one of tho
Iwh ?y 71' PrreediDeS t0, numbcr) 3 certificate from the venerablethey be m , . .
law. And now it seems clear that tha
only infallible rule of God's
blessed Word, condemns in the most pos-
itive manner, all the pretexts concerning
negro slavery, whether at the North or
the South, upon which the public mind
has been Jashed into madness. Slavery
is an institution which revolutions neither
perpetuate nor abolish, except under con-
ditions wholly accidental. And if the
anarchical spirit, whose seditious career
we have traced, finally triumphs and this
nation is destroyed the real problem to
be afterwards worked out will be, the ul-

timate dominion of the white race, or of
a mixed race essentially African, over the
cotton region of this continent. Is the
inaugurating of that problem, worth the
ruin of this great nation ?

Rev. Dr. Samuel R. ison baa een
released from the pastoral care of the Frst
Presbyterian church, in ; Cincinnati, by
the Presbytery of Cincinnati, and the
church declared vacant.

The Rev. Dr. C. Williamson, ef
Biloxi, Miss., has accepted an appoint-
ment as missionary among tbe French
Canadians of Illinois.

At a meeting of the Presbytery of
on the 23d of January, the pas-

toral relation was dissolved between Rev.
0. A. M unn and tbe church of Frankfort.
Rev. R. II. Allen was dismissed to tbe
Presbytery of New Orleans.

On Tuesday evening, 12th ult., Mr. D.
S. Gregory, of the last class of Princeton
Theological Seminary, was ordained and
installed pastor of the South Presbyte-
rian Church, Galena, 111., by the Presby-
tery of Rock River.

Our secular exchanges state that the
church in Paris, Ky., has given a call to

Rev. Mr. Brown to become their pastor-Severa- l

of our exchanges state that
Rev. Dr. N. L. Rice, of Chicago, has ac-

cepted the call to the late Dr. James W.
Alexander's church, in New York city.
His own paper does not allude to the mat
ter.

Rev. Dr. Joshua Phelps, of Beloit,
Wisconsin, has received and accepted a

call from the Presbyterian church in Sa-

cramento city, California.
Rev. Valentine Roudiez, a Frenchman,

and a member of the Chillicothe Presby-

tery, has renounced his Presbyterian bap-

tism aud been immersed.

Delegates to the General Assem-

bly. The Presbyteries meet in a few

weeks, and one part of their duty will be

to elect delegates to the General Assem-

bly. The agitations in reference to civil
affairs have naturally excited the minds
of Christian men and ministers who love

their country and desire its welfare, both
North and South, as they have ncter
been agit.'Vcd before. It is well known
that leading men in the Presbyterian
Church, who have heretofore been of one
mind on most other subjects, have differed

widely in regard to the causes, which have
proiuccd these Agitations. . They have
been arrayed against each other as an-

tagonists in the newspapers and periodi-

cals, and their feelings have become
deeply enlisted. To steer the good Ship
of Old School Presbyterianism through
the breakers, in these stormy times, will

require all the wisdom aud forbearance
at the command of the whole Church
The Presbyteries, therefore, should

a representation, at such a time as

this, composed of the wisest, most expe-

rienced and most prudent of their mem-

bers. Thc Church and its members
outrht not to follow in the wake of the
State and its leaders, but the history of
the world proves that it too often has
been the case and it may be again.

Notice to Correspondents. A num-

ber of obituary notices and articles pre-

pared for this paper are crowded out, but
will appear next week.

A Church Organized. A Presbyte-
rian church has- - been organized at Linn
Creek, Camden county, Mo., of twenty-on- e

members, by Rev. T. H. Newton,
who has been laboring there as a mis-

sionary for some months past. It is the
only Presbyterian church botween Jeffer- -

son
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immediately to South Carolina, as a mis-

sionary, where he spent two or three years
iu preacning the Uospel. As appears
from the Minutes of the General Assem-
bly, he was reported as a licentiate of
New Brunswick Presbytery, in 1825,
having received licensure during his
term at the Seminary.

Mr. Marshall returned to his Dative
State and was received as a'licentiate by
West Lexington Presbytery, at their ses-

sion in the city of Lexington, September
26, 1827. Having been stated supply to
the churches of Mt. Sterling and North
Middletown, calls were presented to Pres-
bytery from those churches, which were
declined by him. In the meantime Pres-
bytery ordained him as an evangelist and
he was employed in preaching in the old
Woodford church for some time. WThilst
thus engaged, he was elected a Professor
of Ancient Languages in the Universitr
of Transylvania, where he performed the
laborious and important duties cf an in.
structor,and preaching, as he had oppor-
tunity, in vacant churches in the vicinity.

Wre next trace the labors of Trof. Mar-
shall to Mississippi, having been elected
Professor of Ancient Languages in the
rising institution of learning, in the Sy- - '

nod of that State, Oakland College. His
health becoming frail and precarious, he
left that institution and alternated for
several years between private teaching
and preaching the Gospel as his state of
health would permit. His dismission to
the bounds of Mississippi Presbytery '"a

dated March 12, 1S38, having labored ;.a

Kentucky more than ten years.
It was needless to fill this extended,

record with the recital of his varied la-

bors in the South. He was a member of
tlie Synod of Mississippi for twenty-thre- e

years. Here he was known as the in-

structor of youth and preacher of the
gospel of Christ during so long a resi-

dence.
In 1S58 he returned to Kentucky to

be among his relatives and old friends in,

his last years. His disease was of a slow
and painful character. His buoyancy
and evenness of temperament enabled
him to endure these increasing infirmi-
ties with remarkable resignation to the
divine will. No murmuring words wero
uttered, no rebellious thoughts enter-
tained in his bosom. He had known
" tho goodness and the severity of God,"
and could say, " Shall we not receive evil
as well as good at the hands of God?"

As a Christian, he was thoroughly im-

bued with the doctrines of grace. Ilia
natural vivacity and social disposition
threw him into society, yet he never
fcerged ihe sacred "character into The''

mere man of the world. He exorcised
himself always " to have a conscienco
void of offence toward God and toward
man."

As a preacher, he exhibited varied at-

tainments in literature and theological
learning. He was thoroughly Calvinis-ti- c

and Evangelical in his teachinas,
with much of ornament and elaboration
bestowed upon his discourses. Whilst
he could not be olaimed as a great orator
or a sensation preacher, his sermons were
evidently the outgrowth of a cultivated
taste, a sincere and hearty love for the
pure gospel of Lord Jesus, delivered
in a bold and impressive man- -

A3 an ecclesiastic, htTarly mau.'feSteil
his devotion to the polity and forma of
doctrine which were taught in the West-
minster Confession of Faith. He was
by birth, education and preference a de-

cided Presbyterian. He bore his unfal
tering testimony ia behalf of the inter-
ests of the Church ho loved, in 1837.
Ho was always the firm, unshaken iin- -
fearing defender of the faith and order
of his fathers. Ho was ia all the rela-
tions he sustained as a citizen, a Chris
tian and a minister of Christ tho true
Southerner, the accomplished gentleman,
and the ardent, fearless champion of tho
pure, uncompromising truths of Cod's
Word.

Mr. Marshall Lad liv-- the life jf a
sufferer from feeble 1 clth and h
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