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FAYETTE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Fayette County Public 
Schools’ proposed new facili-
ties plan, intended to guide 
district construction projects 
for 2013-17, calls for seven 
new schools, including a new 
1,800-student high school.

Officials have not de -
termined a location for the 
new high school. But Mary 
Wright, the Fayette schools’ 
chief operating officer, said 
Wednesday that it would 
likely be somewhere between 
Richmond Road and Win-
chester Road, where rapid 
population growth continues. 
Fayette County has not built 
a new high school since Paul 
Laurence Dunbar opened in 
1990.

Locations for most of the 
other new schools also are 
sketchy.

The proposal for seven 
new schools is the most in 
any Fayette schools facili-
ties plan in recent memory, 
Wright said.

“This is an attempt not 
only to deal with our current 
enrollment, but also looking 
forward to what we think we 
will need over the next sev-
eral years,” Wright said.

Facilities plan calls 
for 7 new schools

RENOVATIONS, ADDITIONS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS 
ALSO PROPOSED TO MEET GROWING ENROLLMENT 

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com
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CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leader.com

If you go
Public hearing for the Fayette 
County public schools’ 
proposed facilities plan.
When: 5:30 p.m. Thursday
Where: Fayette Public Schools 
central offices, 701 E. Main St.

The proposal calls for four of Lexington’s public high schools 
to get more than $10 million each in renovations. Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar, above, would get additional classrooms. 

PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader.com

A new 1,800-student high school would likely be built somewhere between Richmond and 
Winchester roads, said Mary Wright, Fayette schools chief operating officer.

PHOTOS BY FARON COLLINS

See SCHOOLS, A2
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“With respect to the tax rates,  
I just want to emphasize: I am open 

to new ideas.”
President Barack Obama, at news conference

WASHINGTON — In his first 
news conference since winning re-
election, President Barack Obama on 
Wednesday showed himself ready to 

go toe-to-toe with Republicans over 
fallout from the deadly attack on the 
U.S. Consulate in Libya, even as he 
left open the door to compromise 
over year-end tax increases. 

Speaking in the East Room, 
Obama displayed a rare flash of an-

TEMPER FLARES WHEN 
DEFENDING U.N. OFFICIAL

Obama discusses fiscal 
cliff, Libya, scandal

Herald-Leader Wire Reports

See OBAMA, A2

New schools proposed
Seven new schools in Fayette 
County’s proposed 2013-17 
facilities plan:

 High school for 1,800 
students; probably somewhere 
between Winchester and Rich-
mond roads.

 STEAM high school for 600 
students, near or possibly on 
University of Kentucky campus.

 Middle school, 900 stu-
dents, probably between Rich-
mond and Winchester roads.

 Elementary school, 650 stu-
dents, 1881 Deer Haven Lane.

 Elementary school, 650 
students, somewhere in 
Georgetown Road-Masterson 
Station area.

 Elementary school, 650 
students, somewhere in the 
Athens-Chilesburg area

 Early childhood develop-
ment center, 250 students, 
undetermined location.

Aerial photos show Lafayette above, and Tates Creek, right, both of which would have work done.

AUDITOR FINDS VAST 
SUMS UNMONITORED

Kentucky’s 
$1.5 billion 

ghost 
government

See DISTRICTS, A6

FRANKFORT — Kentuck-
ians pay more than $1.5 bil-
lion each year to special tax-
ing districts, such as library 
and sewer districts, but a new 
report shows many of those 
districts have little oversight, 
don’t get required audits and 
have large cash reserves. 

In the first-ever account-
ing of special taxing districts 
in Kentucky, State Auditor 
Adam Edelen identified 1,268 
districts that spend a total of 
$2.7 billion a year — a combi-
nation of taxes, fees and other 
funding. In all but three Ken-
tucky counties, citizens pay 
more to special taxing dis-
tricts than to the county gov-
ernment, the report shows.

The survey of taxing dis-
tricts found they are holding 
more than $1.3 billion in re-
serves, twice the amount held 
in contingency funds by the 
state’s 174 school systems. 
The $2.7 billion spent by the 
districts is more than what 
the state spends on Medic-
aid; twice what it spends on 
roads; and roughly equivalent 
to spending on the main fund-
ing formula for K-12 schools. 

It’s a staggering amount of 
spending that has gone largely 
unmonitored, Edelen said at a 
news conference Wednesday 
morning. 

“The system of oversight 
that we have is so fundamen-
tally flawed, so broken, so out-
dated, so Byzantine that until 
today, we had no sense of the 
scope and scale of these dis-
tricts,” Edelen said. 

He called for legislative 
reform of special taxing dis-
tricts, describing them as 
Kentucky’s “ghost govern-
ment.” 

“In short, the system is 
broken and in need of big 
change,” Edelen said. “A re-

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

FRANKFORT — The new 
priority for Kentucky farmers 
has a lot of history: Agricul-
ture Commissioner James 
Comer announced Wednes-
day that his top agenda item 
for the next legislative session 

is hemp.
Comer, a Republican, told 

the Interim Joint Agriculture 
Committee that he will push 
for a strongly worded resolu-
tion by the General Assembly 
urging Washington to revise 
drug policy to allow U.S. in-

By Janet Patton
jpatton1@herald-leader.com

See HEMP, A2

Industrial hemp tops 
ag chief ’s agenda
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Welcome Daniel R. Yanicko, Jr., MD
KentuckyOne Health is pleased to announce that Daniel R. Yanicko, Jr., MD, is now
with Saint Joseph Orthopedic Associates. Dr. Yanicko is a board-certified orthopedic
surgeon and fellow of The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and the
American College of Surgeons. Well experienced in general bone and joint problems,
his treatment interests include: traumatic fractures (broken bones), sports medicine,
arthritis and minimally invasive joint replacement surgery.
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