
AWARDS/HONORS

■ NaKia Ridgeway, a senior at Tates Creek 
High School, was among the 98 young women 
who attended the annual American Legion 
 Auxiliary’s Girls Nation. NaKia was one of 
 Kentucky’s two “senators” selected to participate 
in the national leadership conference July 21 to 28 
in Washington, D.C. 

Key components included mock  Senate 
sessions, campaigns and the election of 
party  officials and leaders. In a new activity 
this  summer, the students hosted a Wounded Warrior 
barbecue at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in 
Bethesda, Md.  

NaKia, who is in the International Baccalaureate  Diploma 
Programme at Tates Creek, has been active in student council 
and Young Democrats, Teens Against Tobacco Use and Future 
Business Leaders of America. She also enjoys writing, public 
speaking and volunteering at God’s Pantry. 
■ Three students from Tates Creek High School 

brought home medals after this summer’s  Family, Career 

and Community Leaders of America national 
competition in Orlando, Fla.

Savannah Shearer earned gold for her Teach 
and Train project, and Angel Gao won gold in the 
Career Investigation category. Madison Smith 
took silver in Fashion Construction. Angel is a 
sophomore; Savannah and Madison graduated 
in May.

In FCCLA, an organization for students taking 
family and consumer sciences courses, teens 
develop leadership through community service 
and create career projects for competitive events 

through STAR — Students Taking Action for Recognition. 
Members began preparing last fall by doing research and 
 applying new skills, job shadowing and more. They worked 
for several months designing portfolios, displays and oral 
presentations.

During the conference July 6 to 12, the girls also 
 participated in workshops and general sessions with 7,000 
fellow members from all 50 states, Guam, Puerto Rico and 
Japan. 
■ The Madrigal Singers of Lafayette High School 

earned two silver medals in Cincinnati at the 2012 World 
Choir Games, known as “the Olympics of choral music.”

The 30-member choir, directed by Ryan Marsh, took 
silver in the “musica sacra”  champions competition 
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Madison Smith, left, Angel Gao and Savannah 
Shearer, all of Tates Creek High School, earned 
medals last month at the Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America national conference.
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PLANT RADISHES 
NOW AND ENJOY 

THEM IN THE FALL

Saturday is Hats Off 
Day, the one time each 
year when you and your 
family can enjoy a free 
day at the Kentucky Horse 
Park and special activities 
celebrating the state’s large 
and increasingly diverse 
equine industry.

In addition to the 
usual park attractions, free 
 special events begin at 4 
p.m.: rides on the mechan-
ical horses used to train 
jockeys, pony rides for 
kids, educational booths 
from horse organizations 
and a giveaway of  souvenir 
caps from local horse 
farms.

In the stadium at 
7 p.m., Dan James of 
Australia will put on 
an exhibition with two 
specially trained horses. 
Then there is the $50,000 
Rood and Riddle Kentucky 
Grand Prix, a 25-year-old 
competition for top-level 
show jumpers.

A group of equine orga-
nizations and  businesses, 
including Rood and 
Riddle Equine Hospital 
and the Kentucky Thor-
oughbred Association, 
started  hosting Hats Off 
Day in 2005 to call public 
attention to the industry 
and its economic impact. 
They say horses contribute 
$4 billion to Kentucky’s 
economy, create more 
than 80,000 jobs and have 
an $8.8 billion impact on 
state tourism.

More than 128,800 peo-
ple participate in Kentucky 
horse farming, racing and 
equine businesses, the 
industry claims. The state 
is home to 320,000 horses 
— nearly one for every 14 

Kentuckians.
But in just the eight 

years Hats Off Day has 
been held, Kentucky’s 
horse industry has seen 
dramatic changes, for good 
and bad.

When we used to call 

Lexington the “horse 
capital of the world,” what 
we really meant was that 
Kentucky was the center 
of Thoroughbred breeding 
and racing. 

The Thoroughbred 
industry has gone through 

some well-publicized 
changes as farms consoli-
dated; other states lured 
away Kentucky horses 
with bigger race purses 
and breeding incentives; 
and the global economic 
downturn of 2008 serious-

ly dampened the demand 
for racehorses.

Kentucky’s Thorough-
bred industry has stabi-
lized and is beginning to 
bounce back. But it must 

Free admission, free events during Hats Off Day 

Tip of the cap to equine 
industry at Horse Park
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FAYETTE 
COUNTY

The YMCA of Central 
Kentucky will host its 
seventh annual Ready, Set, 
Go! Lexington Neighborhood 
Back-to-School Rallies on 
Saturday.

The event will provide 
8,000 primary,  elementary, 
middle and high school 
 students with free  backpacks 
and school supplies. Each 
neighborhood site will 
distribute supplies for all 
grade levels and offer kids’ 
activities, resource booths, 
entertainment, food, speakers 
and giveaways.

Registration for the free 
supplies will run from 9 to 
11 a.m. at each location, and 
backpacks will be distributed 
at noon. Students must be 
with a parent or guardian to 
receive supplies.

Rally locations are: 
■ Carver Neighborhood 

Center, 522 Patterson Street 
■ Castlewood Park, 201 

Castlewood Drive 
■ Douglass Park, 726 

Georgetown Street 
■ First Baptist Church 

Bracktown, 3016 Bracktown 
Road
■ Gainesway Center, 3460 

Milano Drive
■ Gardenside Christian 

Church, 940 Holly Springs 
Drive
■ Gethsemane Lutheran 

Church, 2185 Garden Springs 
Drive 
■ Green Acres Shelter, 

1560 LaSalle Road 
■ Imani Family Life  Center, 

1555 Georgetown Street 
■ Lexington Traditional 

Magnet School, 350 North 
Limestone 
■ Marlboro Park, 561 

Benton Road 
■ Pralltown /Lou Johnson 

Park, 190 Lou Johnson Way 
■ Russell Cave Church 

of Christ, 1841 McCullough 
Drive 
■ St. Peter Claver 

Church, 410 Jefferson Street 
■ Spiegel Heights Park, 

424 Spiegel Street 
■ Temple of Prayer, 549 

Parkside Drive 
■ Total Grace, 1313 

North Limestone 
■ Valley Park, 2077 

 Cambridge Drive 
■ Woodhill Park, 457 

Larkwood Drive
For more information, call 

the United Way at 211 or 
LexCall at 311. 

All-you-can eat corn boil
Akielo Temple No. 128 

Daughters of the Nile will 
hold its annual corn boil 
dinner from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Oleika Shrine 
Center, 326 Southland Dr. 
Tickets are $8 for adults and 
$3 for ages 9 and younger. 
The all-you-can-eat menu 
includes corn on the cob; 
green beans; coleslaw; sliced 
 tomatoes; corn bread; ham; 
coffee, tea or lemonade; 
and dessert. Tickets may be 
purchased at the door.

YMCA rallies 
provide free 

school supplies
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Hunter Taylor, left, Shane Kempner and Coltin McBain of the Capital Area Region near Washington, D.C., took part in the U.S. 
Pony Club competition at the Rolex Kentucky Three-Day Event in 2010. The sport-horse industry in Kentucky is growing fast.

TOM EBLEN | STAFF FILE PHOTO

TOM  
EBLEN

HERALD-LEADER  
COLUMNIST

NOW
OPEN!

National Fuel Efficiency month is not a government holiday. ^36-month closed end lease based on 12,000 miles/year and all rebates assigned to dealer; security deposit waived, Tier 1 credit financed through HMC, excludes tax & license; first payment, tax, license due at signing, WAC. *All MPG statements are EPA HWY estimates. See dealer for complete details on any offer. Expires 8-31-12.

Hyundai of Nicholasville
3035 Lexington Rd., Nicholasville
Just 2 minutes south of Brannon Crossing

www.HyundaiofNicholasville.com
859-885-1000

$0 Down
$233/MO!^

40 MPG!*
HWY


