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Citing family health 
issue, congressman 
Davis resigns early

Louisville: Republican U.S. Rep. Geoff Davis of 
Kentucky resigned Tuesday, citing a family health 
issue. Davis previously announced he would retire 
this year from Congress. He said in a statement 
issued Tuesday that a family health issue had 
developed recently that needs more of his time.

Davis, 53, is a fiscal and 
social conservative and has 
been in the House since 2005. 
His district stretches along the 
upper tier of Kentucky from the 
Louisville suburbs to the West 
Virginia border.

The statement said Davis 
submitted his resignation to 
Gov. Steve Beshear and House 
Speaker John Boehner. Lynn 
Sowards Zellen, spokeswoman 
for the Kentucky secretary of state’s office, said 
the U.S. Constitution requires a special election be 
held to determine who will fill the seat.

Republican Thomas Massie and Democrat Bill 
Adkins are running to succeed Davis in November’s 
general election for Kentucky’s 4th Congressional 
District. The GOP holds both U.S. Senate seats in 
Kentucky and three of the state’s five other House 
seats. In an interview Tuesday night, Adkins said 
he believed a special election would be required to 
choose a replacement for Davis until the next term 
begins in January. Gov. Steve Beshear’s office told 
nky.com that they are reviewing the process on 
how to deal with the vacancy and couldn’t com-
ment further with Beshear away on an economic 
development trip in Germany.

U.S. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell  said Davis “has accomplished much and 
has worked tirelessly on behalf of the people of 
Kentucky during his tenure.”

Man shot by officer dies
Paris: A Paris man who was shot in the head 

by a police officer Monday died from his injuries. 
Eugene Ray Holder, 36, was pronounced dead 

at University of Kentucky Chandler Hospital at 3:49 
a.m. Tuesday, according to a news release from the 
Fayette County coroner’s office.  State police, who 
were investigating the incident, released the name 
of the officer who was involved Tuesday night — 
Officer Kevin Anderson, who has worked for the 
Paris police department for 7 years. A spokesper-
son for Paris police could not be reached.

State police said Holder was the subject of a 
domestic violence complaint at a home on Hansen 
Street in Bourbon County on Monday afternoon. A 
woman who had been inside the home was injured, 
police have said. Anderson was the first officer to 
respond shortly after 1 p.m. He found Holder stand-
ing in the doorway with a weapon, state police said 
in a news release. State police have not said what 
type of weapon Holder allegedly had. 

Holder and Anderson apparently got into a fight 
that resulted in the officer firing his gun once, the 
news release said. The officer had minor injuries. 

177 mine citations issued
Arlington, Va.: Federal regulators issued 177 

citations, 22 orders and one safeguard during the 
latest round of monthly impact inspections.

The U.S. Mine Safety and Health Administration 
said Tuesday that a coal mine in Kentucky was ef-
fectively shut down for eight days while problems 
found during a June 21 inspection were corrected.

Inspectors issued 19 citations and 12 with-
drawal orders to Bledsoe Coal Corp.’s Abner 
Branch Rider Mine in Leslie County. Inspectors 
found accumulations of coal dust and hydraulic 
oil, an improperly working methane monitor and 
other violations. Tunnel LLC’s Tunnel Ridge Mine in 
Ohio County, W.Va., received 29 citations and five 
unwarrantable failure orders. Violations included 
failure to conduct methane tests.

The inspections began in 2010 after the Upper 
Big Branch mine explosion killed 29 coal miners in 
West Virginia.
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Corrections
The number of charges for Colorado shooting 

suspect James Holmes was incorrect in a headline 
on Page A1 Tuesday. He faces 142 criminal counts.

An article and headline on Page A3 Tuesday 
misspelled the restaurant chain Chick-fil-A.

The Herald-Leader corrects all significant errors 
that are brought to the editors’ attention. If you 
think we have made such an error, please call our 
newsroom at (859) 231-3200 or 1-800-950-6397 
after 9 a.m. on weekdays or after 3 p.m. on week-
ends and holidays.

VERSAILLES — Former 
Woodford County Coroner 
Steve Ward must undergo a 
psychological evaluation be-
fore he can be released from 
jail on shock probation or 
work release, a judge said 
Tuesday.

Ward will continue serving 
a 360-day sentence for mis-
demeanor sexual misconduct 
until Special Judge William 
Clouse receives a recommen-
dation from the psychiatrist 
or psychologist who performs 
the evaluation.

“This court needs to take 
every possible step to see that 
the community is protected,” 
Clouse said. In the meantime, 
Clouse will make no decision 

on shock probation or work 
release until he has a recom-
mendation.

Defense attorney Patrick 
Nash said during a hearing 
Tuesday morning that the 
judge has received letters 
that supported and opposed 
shock probation and work 
release.

Ward has owned Black-
burn and Ward Funeral Home 
in Versailles since 1989.

There was an Internet 
posting from an employee 
of a “rival funeral home” en-
couraging others to write let-
ters opposing work release 
or shock probation for Ward, 
Nash said.

“Almost half the (oppos-
ing) letters are family mem-
bers of that employee,” Nash 
said. “So, again, I can’t say for 
certain that this is completely 

SHOCK PROBATION OR 
WORK RELEASE SOUGHT

Ex-coroner’s 
freedom hinges on 
psychological exam

By Greg Kocher
gkocher1@herald-leader.com
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City sanitation workers Rodney Wilson, left, and Lewis Cannady worked in the Kenwick neighborhood on Tuesday, the day of the union vote.
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City sanitation workers 
voted Tuesday to organize 
and form a union.

They may become members 
of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal 
Employees, a union with 1.6 
million members and about 
4,000 local units in the United 
States and Puerto Rico.

Of 165 waste manage-
ment workers who were eli-
gible, 121 voted Tuesday. To 
unionize, 50 percent plus one 
had to vote yes, said Fayette 
County Clerk Don Blevins, 
who conducted the election. 

The vote was 95-26 in favor.
Sanitation worker Dean 

Chambers said that with a 
union, many of his co-work-
ers would feel empowered to 
speak out. “The only way they 
can get their views heard now 
is to go to council and speak 
for three minutes. This way 
we have a little more power,” 
he said.

One of those who voted 
against organizing was Clif-
ton Stone. “Unions have had 
their day,” he said. “Now that 
the federal government has 
passed more stringent laws 
on fairness in the work place, 

OUTCOME IS ALMOST 4 TO 1 IN FAVOR

City’s sanitation workers vote to unionize

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

Michael Page, right, helped Cannady and Wilson in Kenwick. They are among 165 
waste management workers who were eligible to vote in the union election. 

Steve Ward,  
a former Wood-

ford County 
coroner, is 

serving a 360-
day sentence 

for misde-
meanor sexual 
misconduct. He 
pleaded guilty 
on May 29 to 
engaging in 

“deviant sexual 
intercourse” 

with a 14-year-
old boy. Five 

counts of third-
degree sodomy 
were dismissed. 

The offenses 
occurred from 
1998 to 2000, 

according to an 
indictment. 
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of fugitives from the Fayette 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
Kentucky.com/mostwanted

FRANKFORT — In a sign 
of the Tea Party movement’s 
growing influence on Repub-
lican politics, U.S. Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell is scheduled to speak 
at a Tea Party rally for what 
is thought to be the first time 
later this month in Frankfort.

McConnell will join Ken-
tucky’s junior senator, Repub-
lican Rand Paul of Bowling 
Green, at the podium during 
the Aug. 21 rally at the state 

Capitol. The two are expect-
ed to criticize the federal Af-
fordable Health Care Act and 
Gov. Steve Beshear’s order to 
set up an online health care 
exchange to assist people 
looking for health insurance.

“In no way, shape or form 
has McConnell ever done 
this,” state Tea Party activist 
David Adams said. “I think 
it speaks to the new political 
reality that the Tea Party is 
growing bigger and stronger.”

Sarah Durand, president of 
the Louisville Tea Party, said 

she is pleased that McConnell 
plans to be at the rally.

She said McConnell once 
held a question-and-answer 
session with her party, but 
she could not recall his speak-
ing at any Tea Party rally in 
Kentucky.

“If he has, I don’t know 
about it,” she said.

“The Tea Party and Repub-
lican Party have not agreed 
on everything, but repeal of 
Obamacare is an issue we can 
agree on,” Durand said.

McConnell spokesman 

Robert Steurer confirmed 
that McConnell is scheduled 
to speak at the rally. Moira 
Bagley, a spokeswoman for 
Paul, confirmed that Paul will 
be there.

Paul was elected in 2010 
with strong support by the Tea 
Party movement.  McConnell 
actively campaigned against 

Paul during the 2010 Re-
publican primary, but voters 
soundly rejected his favored 
candidate, then-Secretary of 
State Trey Grayson.

Paul speaks frequently at 
Tea Party rallies.

Durand said that Republi-
can Andy Barr, who is trying 
to unseat Democratic incum-
bent Ben Chandler in Central 
Kentucky’s 6th Congressional 
District race, also will be a 
speaker.

The rally, free to the pub-
lic, is to begin at 11:30 a.m. 
Aug. 21 on the front steps of 
the Capitol and last about 90 

minutes, Durand said.
She said the Lexington 

and Northern Kentucky Tea 
Party groups will co-sponsor 
the event with Louisville’s.

Jack Brammer: (502) 227-1198. 
Twitter: @BGPolitics. Blog: 
 Bluegrasspolitics.bloginky.com.

McConnell to speak at Tea Party rally
ACTIVIST SAYS DEBUT SHOWS MOVEMENT’S GROWING INFLUENCE 

By Jack Brammer
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Mitch 
 McConnell will 

join junior sena-
tor Rand Paul 
at the Aug. 21 

Frankfort event.

Follow Bluegrass Politics for the 
latest on Kentucky politics. Blue-
grasspolitics.bloginky.com.

Lexington will receive a 
$2.6 million federal grant to 
hire 28 more firefighters.

The grant was announced 
at a news conference Tues-
day morning at Station No. 
1 by Mayor Jim Gray and 
U.S. Rep. Ben Chandler, D-
Versailles.

It’s the second federal 
public safety grant that Lex-
ington has received with 
Chandler’s support in the 
past 12 months. The city 
won a $3.9 million grant last 
year to hire 25 additional po-
lice officers.

Chandler said federal 
dollars to hire public safety 
workers are “so much more 
important in these tough 
economic times in Lexington 
and cities all over the country. 
These funds help fill gaps.” 

He said, “If we all can 
agree on anything, it is that 
the safety of the public is a 
top priority.”

A class of fire recruits is 
in training. In his proposed 
2013 budget, Gray included 
funding for two more fire 
recruit training classes. The 
grant announced Tuesday 
will pay for a fourth class, 
likely to begin training in 
February, said Chris Bartley, 
president of the Internation-
al Association of Fire Fight-
ers Local 526. 

The additional hires will 
bring the fire department 
close to its full, authorized 
strength of 536. There were 
approximately 481 firefight-
ers after about 40 retired at 
the end of 2011.

“This grant will help 
catch us back up to where we 
ought to be,” Bartley said.

Fire Chief Keith Jackson 

FORCE WILL BE CLOSE 
TO FULL STRENGTH

Grant lets Lexington 
hire 28 firefighters

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

See FIREFIGHTERS, A5


