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against the EPA and Adminis-
trator Lisa Jackson. The judge 
said the EPA infringed on the 
authority given to state regu-
lators by federal clean water 
and surface mining acts.

Last year the EPA revised 
standards issued in April 
2010 by tightening guide-
lines on the practice of dump-
ing waste from surface mine 
blasting into Appalachian val-
ley waterways.

The EPA had written that 
the fundamental premise of its 
new guidelines was that “no 
discharge of dredged or fill 
material may be permitted” 
under any of three conditions: 
if the nation’s waters would be 

“significantly degraded”; if it 
causes or contributes to viola-
tions of a state’s water quality 
standard; or “if a practicable 
alternative exists that is less 
damaging to the aquatic envi-
ronment.”

The National Mining Asso-
ciation, one of the plaintiffs, 
denounced the guidelines as 
a “jobs destroyer” and hailed 
Walton’s decision.

“It is now time to get min-
ers back to work by allowing 
the state permitting agencies 
to do their jobs,” the associa-
tion said in a statement.

Kentucky Gov. Steve 
Beshear echoed those senti-
ments in a statement of his 
own after the ruling.

“Today’s action by the fed-
eral court is a victory for coal 
miners who have seen mines 

close and their jobs put in 
jeopardy due, in part, to the 
actions of the federal EPA,” 
Beshear said.

West Virginia Environ-
mental Protection Secretary 
Randy Huffman commended 
the judge “for doing the right 
and obvious thing.”

“We knew when this first 
draft guidance document 
came out that it was wrong, 
that it was an illegally pro-
mulgated document,” Huff-
man said. “We had no doubt 
we were going to win from 
the very beginning. We’re not 
down here high-fiving one 
another. We knew that there 
was no other decision to be 
made.”

The EPA’s stance had “es-
sentially halted three dozen 
pending coal permits in Ken-

tucky,” Beshear stated.   Coal 
industry critics said that the 
EPA regulations were de-
signed to benefit the environ-
ment.

 Runoff from mined and 
filled areas can contain con-
taminants such as sulfates 
and metals, and EPA officials 
have said there is growing 
scientific evidence that such 
materials draining from sur-
face mines and valley fills in 
Appalachia hurt water quality 
and aquatic life.

The mining industry de-
fends its methods as an ef-
ficient way to produce cheap 
power and employ thousands 
in well-paying jobs.

A message left with the 
EPA wasn’t immediately re-
turned.
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“Today’s action by the federal court is a victory for coal 
miners who have seen mines close and their jobs put in 
jeopardy due, in part, to the actions of the federal EPA.” 

Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear

look the finish line and offer 
panoramic views, along with 
red carpet arrival, a private 
elevator, butler and concierge 
services, access to a private 
wine cellar and meals made 
to order.

“It is absolutely an unparal-
leled experience,” track presi-
dent Kevin Flanery said. “It is 
an experience a notch above 
anything else that’s ever been 
offered at Churchill.”

The renovation could 
bring a fresh infusion of more 
blue-bloods and well-to-do 
spectators to an event already 
known as much for its high 
fashion and celebrities as the 
horse race.

The 138th rendition of the 
Derby drew a record crowd of 
165,307 people this year. The 
crowd features an eclectic mix 
of casually dressed race fans 
and partiers who swarm the 
sweaty infield, to more gentri-
fied fans in suits, sun dresses 
and elaborate hats.

Admission to The Man-
sion will be by invitation only, 
probably for celebrities and 
business executives, Flanery 
said. The price will run in 
the thousands of dollars, but 
will depend on the custom-
ized services for each guest. 
The track planned to start 
contacting those interested as 
soon as Tuesday.

“We have demand,” he 
said. “People want something 
unique. They want to feel spe-
cial. They want that experi-
ence.”

The high-end space will 
hold about 320 race fans. It 
will feature a dining room, 
living room, library, parlor 
and veranda, along with more 
intimate gathering spaces in 
a foyer and bar. It’s meant 
to evoke the feel of a stately 
home.

To make way for the new 
area, the media will get the 
boot. The space has mostly 
served as the track’s media 
center since 2005. A new me-
dia center will be built near 
the track’s paddock in a build-
ing that had housed general 

offices.
The renovations also will 

include the razing of the 
Paddock Pavilion to create 
an open space for thousands 
of race fans gathering in the 
area where the horses are 
saddled.

The $9 million project is 
the latest in a series of reno-
vations at the track, with a to-
tal price tag exceeding $150 
million in the past decade. 

In 2005, the track complet-
ed a $122.4 million project to 
renovate the clubhouse and 
grandstand. In 2010, a $4 mil-
lion project to purchase and 
install permanent lighting for 
the main dirt track and turf 
course was finished.
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A rendering of the bar at The Mansion which, along with great views of the track, will offer a private elevator, butler and concierge services, access to a private wine cellar and meals made to order.
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The Mansion’s living room will be an “unparalleled experience,” track chief Kevin Flanery said. 

“We have demand. People 
want something unique. 

They want to feel special, 
They want that 

experience.”
Kevin Flanery 

Churchill Downs president

brick, an opponent of ex-
panded alcohol sales, said he 
was surprised by the margin 
of victory.

“Psychologically, people 
are used to seeing alcohol 
in town (at restaurants), 
and it’s not that big an 
issue,” Hambrick said. 
“Truthfully, it’s a different 
community than it was 15 
years ago.”

Hambrick and his wife, 
Willow, had argued that al-
cohol did not need to be any 
more accessible than it is 
now. They saw expanded al-
cohol sales as making drinks 
more available to young 
people, leading to problems 
with underage drinking 
and other health and safety 
problems.

“We’ll hope there won’t 
be any bad consequences,” 
Horace Hambrick said.

Expanded sales won’t be-
gin immediately. The vote 

will be certified Friday, and 
the city will go wet about 60 
days after that.

Tuesday’s vote will allow 
the opening of beer pubs 
where customers can sample 
a variety of brews.

The vote also means 
Georgetown will be allowed 
to have “temporary licenses” 
in which a fair, festival or 
carnival would be allowed to 
sell beer or wine for no more 
than 30 days within the city 
limits. The temporary licens-
es will have to be issued in 
conjunction with a civic or 
charitable event.

The vote was also a vic-
tory for Kroger, which is 
building a new store off the 
U.S. 460 Bypass.

Georgetown College, a 
private liberal-arts school 
with a Southern Baptist her-
itage, took a neutral position 
on expanded sales.

Greg Kocher: (859) 231-3305.  
Twitter: @HLpublicsafety

From Page A1

ALCOHOL


