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SOMC’s Palliative Care Program 
provides patients with 
both care and comfort

When Southern Ohio Medical Center opened its Palliative
Care Program in 2010, SOMC broadened its ability to provide
a complete continuum of patient-centered care.

“Palliative care is a form of one-on-one home-based
treatment that specializes in reducing the severity, symptoms
and stress of a serious chronic illness, such as cancer, cardiac
disease, respiratory disease or kidney failure,” Chad Lore,
liaison of SOMC Palliative Care, said. 

Though the goal of the program is to prevent and ease suf-
fering while offering patients the best quality of life, Lore
explained that palliative care is not the same as that provided
to those in hospice or the regular hospital setting because it
can be given at any stage of an illness and at the same time
as treatment.

“The Palliative Care team members can assist in commu-
nication across the healthcare spectrum by updating physi-
cians as changes occur and coordinating care amongst
healthcare departments,” he said.

“This type of service also provides patients with a more
advanced understanding of their condition and choices for

medical care, as well as an improved ability to complete
medical treatments.”

Since its inception, the program has provided comfort
both patients and their families. Sandi Frazer’s aunt, Jennie
Cline, was a patient in SOMC’s Palliative Care program two
years ago.

“I have peace of mind because I know that no matter what
my aunt may need, someone will be able to help her,”
Frazer said at the time. “This is the best program I’ve seen.
They provide wonderful care and love.”

The program is offered 24-hours a day through an on-call
interdisciplinary team of experts including nursing case
managers, physicians and social workers. Other skilled dis-
ciplines (such as rehabilitation, pharmacy or dietary) may
be consulted when needed to provide the patient and their
family members with the best care possible.

Referrals may be initiated by a patient, family member,
friend, nurse or physician. For more information about the
SOMC Palliative Care Program, or to refer a patient, please
call the Palliative Care Office at 353-2567.

“This is the best program I’ve seen. They provide wonderful care and love.”

- Sandi Frazer


