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Boyd’s Cox pushes way to Union
By AARON SNYDER
The Independent

CANNONSBURG Josh Cox
emerged from a rather hellish
journey and ultimately found a
dream destination.
Cox sat out nearly his entire

junior football season at Boyd
County as he rehabilitated the
knee injured in the first game of
that fall.
A torn ACL, MCL and meniscus

sidelined the two-sport athlete for
football and track.
“It was excruciating,” Cox said.

“But I kept telling the coaches
that I was going to be able to play
my senior year. I just worked my

butt off  in rehab and in the weight
room.”
Cox not only saw the field again,

he thrived. The linebacker/full-
back turned in an All-Area senior
campaign as he tallied 50-plus
tackles to lead the Lions, more
than 300 rushing yards to go with
five touchdowns, and nearly 150 re-
ceiving yards and two TD catches.
Union College took notice of

both Cox’s football and track
skills. On April 26, he signed with
Union to play both sports. He’s
planning to take pre-pharmacy
courses.
“I’ve always wanted to go to a

small private school,” Cox said.
“I’m not big into lecture halls. I

like one-on-
one type
learning.”
Union foot-

ball went 2-9
last season as
part of  the
Mid South
Conference
West divi-
sion. By this
fall, the Bull-
dogs will be

back in the MSC East.
Cox became a well-rounded

player while playing under coach
Lee Evans at Boyd County. Evans
was let go after this past year, in
which the Lions went 5-6.

“I love Coach Evans,” Cox said.
“I couldn’t have asked for a better
coach. He worked with me while I
was hurt and pushed me.”
As a sophomore, Cox was a pin-

ball player, bouncing around to
and from different positions. He
played running back, offensive
lineman, defensive lineman and
linebacker.
“I think that helped me in the

long run,” said Cox of  frequently
relocating. “It helped me know
where to fit in on defense and how
to find holes on offense.”
Cox played a big part in bring-

ing Boyd County its only Senior
Night win in his career as a Lion,
when Boyd County blew out

Magoffin County on Oct. 14.
Cox will likely continue to as-

sume the role of inside linebacker
as he moves on to Union.
“I just like to hit,” he said.
Cox is just glad he still has the

opportunity to hit. He vividly re-
members going down with the
knee injury in August 2010 in the
first quarter of  the first game of
the season.
“When I was laying on the

ground, I thought, is this how my
high school career is going to
end?” Cox said. “Thank God it
wasn’t.”

AARON SNYDER can be reached at as-
nyder@dailyindependent.com or (606)
326-2664.

COX

SOFTBALL

MSU’s Riddle named
2nd Team All-OVC
MOREHEAD
Morehead State softball jun-

ior first baseman Amber Riddle,
a Rowan County Senior High
School graduate, was named
Second Team All-Ohio Valley
Conference, as voted on by the
league’s head coaches and
sport information directors.
The league announced its post-
season all-conference teams
and major awards Wednesday.
Riddle previously was named

OVC Freshman of the Year in
2010, as well as to the All-OVC
Second Team and All-Newcom-
er Team.
“Amber proved to be consis-

tent all season for our team and
is extremely deserving of this
honor,” said MSU coach David
Williams.  
Riddle ranked first or second

in almost every offensive cate-
gory for the Eagles in 2012, in-
cluding batting average (.361),
slugging percentage (.653), on-
base percentage (.466), runs
(28), hits (53), RBIs (40) and
home runs (12). She ranked first
in the OVC during conference
games with a .413 batting aver-
age. She also ranked in the top
five in the conference in slug-
ging percentage, on-base per-
centage and home runs.

GOLF

No. 1 spot on
line at Players
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLA.
Golf’s world ranking has

been more like a game of musi-
cal chairs with the most
turnover at the top in the 26-
year history of the ranking. Ro-
ry McIlroy and Luke Donald
would like the music to stop

playing for good sometime this
year, the sooner the better. And
both want the same outcome. 
“Hopefully,” Donald said

Wednesday, raising his hand,
“it will be me.” 
McIlroy said the same last

week at Quail Hollow, where his
playoff loss at the Wells Fargo
Championship was enough for
him to return to No. 1 for the
third time this year. Donald has
a chance to take it back from
him this week at The Players
Championship, which offers the
most world ranking points of
any tournament besides the
majors. They already have tak-
en turns at the top six times in
the last 10 weeks. 

FOOTBALL

Sandusky’s lawyer
asks for delay
HARRISBURG, PA.
The judge in Jerry San-

dusky's  criminal case Wednes-
day did not immediately resolve
remaining disputes over what
information the defense is enti-
tled to from schools, child serv-
ices agencies and others, but he
said he wanted to swiftly re-
solve the disagreements and
push the case toward trial.
Judge John Cleland also did

not rule on lawyer Joe Amen-
dola's new request to delay the
start of trial, currently sched-
uled for June 5, but he did open
a pretrial hearing Wednesday
by noting the "trial is approach-
ing" for the former Penn State
assistant football coach.
Cleland said he may throw

out parts of some defense sub-
poenas rather than quash entire
demands. He also suggested he
would review some of the docu-
mentation in private to try to
quickly resolve some of the dis-
agreements.
Sandusky, 68, is largely con-

fined to his State College home
to await the start of his trial on
52 criminal counts involving 10
boys over 15 years, and was not
in the courtroom for the pro-
ceeding, which lasted less than

two hours. He has denied the al-
legations.

BASEBALL

Red Sox P.A. 
announcer dies
STURBRIDGE, MASS.
Boston Red Sox public ad-

dress announcer Carl Beane,
the voice of Fenway Park since
2003, died in a one-car accident
in central Massachusetts on
Wednesday. 
He was 59. 
The Worcester District Attor-

ney confirmed that Beane died
in an accident after his car
crossed the double yellow lines
and left the road before hitting a
tree and a wall. He was pro-
nounced dead at Harrington
Hospital in Southbridge a short
time later, according to a release
from D.A. Joseph D. Early Jr. 
A longtime fixture in the Red

Sox media who provided radio
reports and gathered sound for
broadcasters, including The As-
sociated Press, Beane landed
what he called his dream job
when he was hired to announce
the lineups and other informa-
tion at Fenway Park in 2003.
The next year, he announced
the home games of the World
Series when the Red Sox won
the championship to end an 86-
year title drought. 
With his voice familiar

throughout New England to the
millions of fans who filled Fen-
way each year, Beane was also
hired to work as a master of cer-
emonies, narrate commercials
and announce wedding parties.
According to a 2008 interview
with Boston Magazine, grooms
would tell Beane they were
more nervous to meet him and
try on his World Series ring
than they were when reciting
their vows. 
“When I get that instant re-

sponse, a feeling washes over
me like, ‘This is where I should
be,”’ Beane told the magazine.
“This is what I know I was put
on Earth to do.” 

Yankees’ Rivera 
has blood clot
NEW YORK
Mariano Rivera has a blood

clot in his right calf, the latest
health problem for the longtime
New York Yankees closer who
tore a knee ligament last week
while shagging fly balls during
batting practice. 
Rivera is on blood-thinning

medication intended to dissolve
the clot and says he is OK,
though he was scared when he
received the diagnosis. He
needs to spend at least a week
or two strengthening his knee
before he has surgery to repair
his torn anterior cruciate liga-
ment — but he says that would
have been the case regardless
of the blood clot. The 42-year-
old Rivera, baseball’s career
saves leader, says he will do
whatever it takes to return
next season. 

Yanks lose 1-0 
lead in ninth
NEW YORK
Matt Joyce hit a three-run

homer off fill-in closer David
Robertson in the ninth inning,
falling down on a twisted ankle
as he finished his swing, and
the Tampa Bay Rays rallied to
beat the New York Yankees 4-1
on Wednesday night. 
In his first chance since tak-

ing over for injured star Mari-
ano Rivera, Robertson escaped
a bases-loaded jam to save
Tuesday night’s 5-3 victory
over the Rays. But one night
later, New York got a chilling
dose of real-life reality without
Rivera. 
With the Yankees clinging to

a 1-0 lead, Sean Rodriguez sin-
gled through the left side on
Robertson’s first pitch and he
later scored on a B.J. Upton sac-
rifice fly to tie it.
Joyce, who struck out earlier

with the bases loaded, drove a
1-2 pitch into the first row of
seats.

Staff, wire reports

outstanding season.
Ashland won the regional champi-

onship for the second consecutive year
and tied for sixth at the State Tourna-
ment, led by Meade who tied for 17th
individually at Bowling Green Coun-
try Club.
“The one thing this group has done

is give the Ashland golf  program
prominence thoughout the state,”
Ashland coach Bob Blankenship said.
“We’ve already been invited to a cou-
ple of big invitationals next season.”
Two of Meade’s teammates, seniors

Drew Rothenstine and Kelly Porter,
signed with University of Pikeville in
December.
“Jeff, Drew and Kelly led the team,”

Blankenship said. “That’s pretty
strong. Hopefully that success will
breed success in my young ones.”
Meade shot three rounds in the 60s

for the Tomcats last season. He took
medalist honors with a 67 at the
Paintsville Invitational and also tied
for the top spot at Gibson Bay with a
69.
“This is a kid that as a sophomore

couldn’t get into the 70s,” Blankenship
said. “When he did late in the season,
everything opened up.”
A 2010 Player of  the Year in the

Eastern Kentucky Junior Golf Associ-
ation, Meade already has two Top 10
finishes this year with the Kentucky
Junior Golf Foundation Tour. Most re-
cently, he placed 10th at the Kentucky
Junior Masters.  
Blankenship said Meade’s qualities

as a person and golfer will make him
successful at the college level.
“Transy is getting a kid that is going

to work his tail off,” Blankenship said.
“Jeff  has a dogged detemination. If
things are not going well, he is not go-
ing to give up. He kicks it into another
gear.”
Meade, who scored 31 on the ACT,

hasn’t declared a college major but is
leaning toward business.
“If I had my way, I would make it to

the pros one day,” he said. “That would
be a dream come true.”
If it doesn’t work out, Meade would

like to pursue a career connected with
the golf industry.  

ROCKY STANLEY can be reached at rstan-
ley@dailyindependent.com or (606) 326-2671.
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SPORTS IN BRIEF

they get two or one, after that play,
their hitters went up to the plate
and just started stroking it.” 
After the costly mistake,

Greenup County (16-12) went on a
tear, getting four straight hits, and
finishing with seven in the inning.
That included a Chase Clary RBI
single and a Kyle Grubb two-run
double to end the inning. 
“In the fourth it felt like I could

have come out and hit one,” Logan
said with a laugh. “I felt like we
waited a little bit late. The first
three innings we didn’t come out
as aggressive as we did in the
fourth.” 
Musketeers pitcher Moore

picked up the win in a complete
game effort, giving up five hits
and striking out six. His trouble
came in the first.
After an error put Russell’s

leadoff  batter on base, Dylan
Howard hit a line drive single to
left. Then Brian Conley hit a two-
run double to deep center field to
get the Red Devils off  to a quick
start.
Martino said the early runs

were good, but the Red Devils (8-
15) left runners on in each of  the
first four innings, and that came
back to bite them.
“Early in the game we didn’t ex-

ecute,” Martino said. “We broke
first. They got a big break on that
play in the fourth inning, then
they just went up there and got
four or five hits in a row. That’s the
difference in the game right
there.” 
After the first inning, Moore al-

lowed only three hits and walked
only one batter. But Logan said he
had to give his pitcher a little mo-
tivation to push him to the end.
“He was on about 80 pitches and

was complaining about some el-
bow problems there in the fourth
inning,” Logan said. “So I went
out there and told him I have a
seventh-grader (Tristan Downing)
out there in the bullpen that’s
ready to come in and take your

spot.
“So I think he got the drift there

and had a great fifth inning,” he
added. “He’s a competitor, and it’s
finally clicking for him.”
While Moore was impressive on

the mound, the senior was just as
impressive at the plate. He went 4-
for-4 in the game, scoring three
times and coming up with two
RBIs.
Greenup County is now on a

four-game winning streak.
Tonight, the Musketeers play
against Ashland, the team that
beat them last.
“I think (tonight) we need to

come out and bring the fourth in-
ning with us when we go to Ash-
land,” Logan said.
Russell hosts the Frank Bloom

Invitational starting on Friday
with a game against Fairview. 
“From this Friday to next Fri-

day we’ve got seven games,” Mar-
tino said. “We just hope it doesn’t
rain and we can play every day. We
just want to be as sharp as we can
for the playoffs.”  

GREENUP CO. 102 91 — 13 12 1
RUSSELL 200 00 — 2 5 3
Moore and Hutchinson; Mullen, Jones (3),

Spainhower (5) and Murphy. W—Moore. L—
Mullen. 2B—Stiltner (GC), Brown (GC), Downing
(GC), Conley (R). 

KYLE HOBSTETTER can be reached at
khobstetter@dailyindependent.com.
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Greenup County’s Zac Hutchinson awaits a pitch from Russell’s Joel Mullen on Wednesday night at Russell.


