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By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLANDA probable tuition hike
for Ashland Community and Techni-
cal College students is part of  the
budget approved Wednesday by the
college’s board of directors.
The $5 per credit hour increase

would raise the price of  going to
ACTC from $135 to $140 per credit
hour.
The increase doesn’t become effec-

tive until the Kentucky Community
and Technical College System board
of regents approves it, said KCTCS
spokeswoman Terri Giltner. The
board is scheduled to meet June 15 for

ACTC
tuition 
set to 
go up

WASHINGTON (AP) Bending to
strong public opposition, the
nearly bankrupt U.S. Postal
Service on Wednesday backed
off a plan to close thousands of
rural post offices after May 15
and proposed keeping them
open, but with shorter operat-
ing hours.
The move to halt the shutter-

ing of 3,700 low-revenue post of-
fices followed months of  dis-

Postal Service says it
will keep rural offices

FRANKFORT (AP) Tea party dar-
ling Thomas Massie, who has been
under attack this week from an op-
ponent in Kentucky’s 4th District
congressional race, is getting ma-
jor backup from an independent
political group that has invested
$541,000 in TV ads to air during the
final days of the race.
The group Liberty For All touts

Massie’s small-town values and

conservative record in a 30-second
ad that will begin airing Thursday
on network and cable stations in
Louisville and Cincinnati.
“Our supporters think Kentuck-

ians deserve to know their choices
this May: a small-town, conserva-
tive, job creator or two profession-
al politicians,” said the group’s ex-

Massie gets
some backing
Tea party favorite gets support
from independent political group

Staff, wire report

ASHLAND A Medicaid
provider hired by the state in
an effort to cut costs on pro-

viding care to the poor wants
to renegotiate its contract be-
cause it’s not getting enough
reimbursement from the
state for very ill patients.

Coventry Cares also has
said it wants to terminate its
contract with King’s Daugh-
ters Medical Center after
May 26, but hospital officials

say they are in talks and
hope to reach an agreement
to extend services.

Medicaid cuts could hit home
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Thai Evan Wright, 4, rides his battery-powered Polaris four-wheeler around his grandparents’ yard in an Ashland neighborhood on Tuesday.

Provider Coventry Cares wants to terminate deal 
with KDMC, seeking to renegotiate other contracts

Between Nov. 1, 2011, and March 31, King’s Daughters Medical Center saw more than 29,000 visits from patients covered by
Coventry Cares, a Medicaid provider hired by the state.  MARK MAYNARD / THE INDEPENDENT

STROLLIN’ the 
NEIGHBORHOOD

Pending approval,
price per credit
hour would raise
from $135 to $140

AP PHOTO

Becky Sweeney picks up a package at the post office in Webster-
ville, Vt., on Wednesday. The post office was on the list of rural of-
fices to be closed before the Postal Service backed off its plan to
shut down thousands of locations.

Hours likely 
to be trimmed
back at close to
3,700 locations
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BIG LEAGUE BREW STEW Late runs give Reds series
in classic pitchers’ duel / B1


